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PREFACE. 



'niB Volome wtdch I Abw pveanit to the PoMic, 
owes, in some measnre, its existence to the fikvovr- 
able reception accorded to mf former attempt. B7 
flie plan of that work, I scropolonsly confined myself 
to 'Batik notices as my experience enabled me to 
AoBuh reepectins the Tatars of the Crimea alone, 
stJ^^itessag' the information which I had likewise 
conned on the Maimers and Costoms of the other 
Inhabithhts of New Rassia. 

niese details, thongh perhaps not inferior in 
Interest to those which I poblished, I was indaced 
altt^etirer to widihtrid, lest I should interfere with 
the faitontions (^ a friend, who, I bad reason to be- 
Here, haddirectedhisthooghts to die same subject. 
"Aat' cBfficnlty however has now ndt only been 
c6o^pletety removed, bat the kindness of the Mend 
ADsdeA tO; has siipIpBed' me with much very im- 
(OTtbat additional itiformatioh, thus stamping a 
▼altte. tfn ike pvesent prodiietioh, which it would 
otherwise have been ih'r from possessing. 
a2 
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CRITICAL NOTICES, 



• NOTES RELATIVE TO THE CRIM TATARS." 



"Hbs. Holderkess, the author of this u 
¥olume, resided at the village of Karagoss, in the CrimeBt 
from I8I6 to 1820, aod had contequently suffident time and 
fipportnnity to ohserre the characters and customs of bei 
nei^boun. What appeared remarkable to her, she noted 
down ; and the result is here presented, in the most modest 
form, to the public. She has made us familiar with many 
particulars with which we were previousl)' unacquainted; and 
to the pnise .of being an unpretending, has earned that of 
being a meritorious candidate for favourable receptioa" — 
Uterari) Gazette, Jult/ 14, 1831. 

" This little work, with its modest title, contains much inte- 
resting information respecting a people of whom we have 
bitberto known little. The sketches, though m the form of 
nole^ are not altogether unconnected! and although the 
author cldims no other merit than their fidelity, yet we may 
assign them, not a higher praise certainly, but an additional 
one— that they are written in a very pleasing and familiar 
uunner.''-^L*ferary Chrmiek, July 38, 1821. 

" The pf (^le, whose manners and customs form tbe BulgeGt 
of this modest littk volume, are so imperfectly known, and 
what b known of tbem, is so well calculated to create a de- 
Nte for further information, that we took up Mrs. Holder- 
denesq's work with conuderable ciuiosily, and laid it doifii 
with no little r^ret, at fipding it so short and canq>ffidiouii 
The authoress em>eflrs to be a very iDtelligent person, and 
the ia^a$ which sbf possessed of making herself acquainted 
with the subject, ace such as seldom felt to the lot of travd- 
lert, either male or female. She resided four yeaiv in the 
Crimea, in wlut cipacity does not appear, but obviously in 
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a sJImtioD which must have given ber ucen to the beit 

informatiou : under these circumstances, that the thould 
have produced bo small and cheap a book ss this before ui, 
ii'both morti^ug and surprising. However, we are thankful 
for the boon, scanty as it is, and are willing to confess, that 
tbe quantity of facts which she has collected, are in a much' 
greater proportion than tbe sixe or number of her pages 
would have warranted us in expecting." — Brili$A Critic, 
Angutt, 1821. 

" Some iQteresting informaliou will be found in Notes relat- 
ing to the Manners and Customs of Ibe Crim Tatan, by 
Mary Holdemess, which are written with siiuplicity and 
spirit. The author resided in the Crimea four years, and 
has collected in thb little work tbe result of her observations, 
from which a competent idea may be fonned of the habits 
of (be people, and the slate of tbe country. Tbe volume 
forms altogether a pleanng and inslruclive' pubbcalion."— 
Mwthlff Magassine, October I, 1831. 

From a much longer critique, it may be sufficient to 
extract tbe following : 

" This volume was first intended, we are told, for the 
amusemeot of a friend in England, and is now given lo the 
public nearly in the form in which it was originally composed. 
The author frankly acknowledges her deficiencies and disqua- 
lifications, but is Jievertbeless of opinion, that, as a resident 
and a JttmtU, she possessed advantages for acquiring infor- 
mation superior to those of a passing traveller — a sort of 
modest assumption, or assuming modesty, which at.eiice 
craves mercy' and provokes criticism. For our own part, 
however we are disposed to wave any right to the exercise 
of the latter, and that not merely from gallantry, but tie<- 
cause the lady seems to confine herself ahnost entirely to 
subjects of which she may be considered a competent wit- 
ness, and because, notwitbstanduig such an imgdied con- 
aciousnesi of superiority, At really every, where .disclose* 
vihat she knows, in the most unprelendmg and unaffected 
manner." — New Edinburgh Review, January, 1892. 
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JOURNEY 



RIGA TO THE CRIMEA. 



CHAP. I. 



Arrival at Bolderdd, the PortofRiga — Account 
of Riga : its Exports and Imports, Anmud 
Fita-y and Floating Bridge. 

After a three weeks* poisage from England, 
we' landed at Bolderaa, the Port of Riga, fiNHu' 
wbidi it is nine miles' distant ; the bar across 
Uifr river at this j^aoe, rmdering it impracticable 
for lai^ vessels to proceed beyond. Getting 
oar luggage ashore,- and settling with tbe cas- 
tom-house officers, detamed lis two days here. 
The inn is kept by a German family of the 
name of Kleibm^, who speak Engli^ well ; tbe 
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A RUSSIAN KITCHEN. 



accommodation of the bouse is good, and it is 
respectably conducted. We dined at the ordi- 
nar;> at wbicfa the master and mistress of the 
house preside. Coatrary to our English custom, 
the dishes are sent ap singly, or in pairs, one at 
top, and one at bottom, and the table is filled 
up in the leng^ with ornamented flower-baakets, 
baskets of fruit, and pickles, &c. 

The neatness of an English kitchen was very 
strongly contrasted here, and gave me no pre- 
possessing expectation (^ the cleanliaess of the 
pec^le .of this, country.. It resembled, much more 
a blacksmith's shop than a kitchen in England, 
and I could almost haA^e ima^^ned myself sud- 
denly transported to the dominions of Pluto, so 
bl«A and digagreeablB looked all around me. 
The kit4^en range^ was a raised hearth of bricfc 
or stone about the height of a oammon table, 
alid extMicysg ^ whole wUth of the lowei part 
of the building, withafireof weodUaziugfrom 
oee end to the other upoa iti over tfaia. an 
[^aoed different sized iroapots^ wliit^ wkb» 
large knife and spoon, were the only uteosils 
^t seemed to be neoassary bees. I am Hotfluva 
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TffWJI OP MO A. 8 

that there was a table, tin sKm hMlf servfog- 
tbat ptfrpose, as 1 have mca very often tfoen. 

From ttenee ta Riga we w«Dt by wtOer, find 
arrived Chftre late in ^ eveming. ThH town 
u well known, from its importaooe ia tbiv 
commerciflJ Wttld: it is saitf to have hod ttt 
Me time 4e,o6& inhali^iitfl, tliough sow its 
pDpidatien does not exceed 39,000 : from hence 
its size may be ia some measnre estimated. 
It presented to me much of novelty, fhou^ 
Iklile that is not too w^ known to need de«erip>> 
tlon here. We walked aronnd itB ramparts, 
wfafieh I am fdd is a permission never granted 
to strangers ; however, We passed uamolested, 
and enjoyed the ^rst cleaf frcst of a Kossuid 
wiHter. The A(^ of Riga ate very peor and 
insignificant in their appearance, few of them 
being 80 good ds tfie best ^ops in our comitry 
tvftns. The trade, howe^i*, is ctinsiderftble. 
Among the articles of expoftaiioa, the princi- 
peX are, 

Is*, Hemp, which is cfciefly fewmght down 
frmn Kussia and Fofand by means of the navi- 
gation of the Dnna. As soon as it arrives, 
b2 
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BXPOBTS FROM RIGA. 



which is. commonly about the middle of May, 
it is. sorted occordiogto its quality, by p^sea^- 
swora to that office, and-is theo exported at.^f- 
ferent prices, and under various denominatioiuk.. 
Polish hemp ia of a softer and more tender n»-; 
ture than Russian hemp, and in, general, that 
which is distinguished by a bright green coloar, 
is |M«ferred. There is likewise some hemp grown , 
in Livonia, which, Uiough inferior to the .best of 
Uie other kinds, is valuable to the merchants> 
because, being brought by land carriage during 
the winter, it. is ready for exportation before the ; 
arrival of the chief supplies, which are detained- 
by the freezing of the Dvina. t 

2nd, Flax whidi is grown in the government 
of lUga, and is brought to. the town in sledges, 
during the winter. 

, 3rd, Com from Russia and Poland, Lithaa- 
nia, Courland, and Uvonia. The ei^iortatiaD ; 
is chiefly coDjSoed to wheat »ad rye, as the bar- 
ley and oats are of an indifferent quality, and . 
are only used for home consumption.. The 
wheat is sent to Holland, France, and^Nun] 
t)ie rye to. Sweden apd Holland.' 
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EXPORTS FROM RIGA. O 

4ih, Hemp-seed from Russia and Poland, is 
exported to Holland for the suppK of the oiU 
mills. 

■- 5A, LiDseed for > sowing, from Lithuania, 
Couriand, and Livonia. This is sent in the 
autnmn to the Hanse Towns, Holland, and 
Flanders. A small quantity is sometimes ex- 
ported to England, and more to Ireland. As it 
is unfit for its purpose if stale, the sellers are 
called upon to make oath, that what the; pro- 
duce is the fresh seed of the year. All that is 
not exported before the winter, is sent to Hol- 
land to he crushed for oil. 
' 6A, Fir timber, including masts and spars, 
deals and planks. The masts are brought from 
forests in Polish and Russian Ukraine, on the 
banks of the rivers Briganskie, De»ia, and 
Sbeltz, yvhich are branches of the Dnieper. By 
means of this river, and the canal which unites 
it with the Dvina, they ate conveyed the whole 
distance by water-carriage, and' generally arrive 
at Riga in the month of IVby, afiter having been 
no -less than eighteen months on Uieir-roQte. 
The Riga timber is considered superior to that 
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6 MART OF RIGA. 

exported from Memel, and bean a much bif^er 
price. 

Besides these articles, there is a small ex- 
portaUoD of iron, soap, and tallow, which how- 
erer being cheaper &t St. Petersburgb, am eamt 
ia lar greater quantities from thence. The trade 
ia pot-ash, which was fiirmerly (a)fisid»idtJe, is 
now in a declining state. 

The bringing together the produce of such an 
extent of country at the mart of Riga is well 
worthy of attention, and Plough I did not wU* 
ness it, I had the opportunity of learning many 
particulars about it. The produce of Poland, 
from Kiev northward, around die shores of the 
Drina, are sent to this t^ace. After die openu- 
tion of threshing the different grain is performed, 
tmd the frost set in, so that the ice on the moM 
win bear, the peasantry are then engaged in 
eonstructing the raft which is to flos^ thess 
cai^oes to their destined port. Tliese veasels 
are formed with mudi ingenuity and little «x- 
pence, b«ng put together widuot the osc of « 
sail, and merely pegged with wooden pegs, and 
stuffed with tow to meke them imperious to the 
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INTBRNAL NAVIGATION. 7 

MCftter. The; carry from 800 to 600 (9U bur- 
(heu, and are from 200 to 400 feet in leogtb, 
fermod of large trees split into roiigb boanb. The 
ru^er is a single fir tree, at which twelve or 
tvf&pAy meu pretide, according to the strength 
required. The mmt -mluable part of the carg9) 
which is wheat, heii!f>-fteed, &c. is stowed In 
the eentira of the vessel, a spooebeiog leftanmnd 
tfie sidffi fcH- the package of those gooda which b 
Ut^ wet will net materially iojure, such as 
hemp, cwrdage, Sas. This being completed, 
the vessel is ready to take advantage of the 
emii^st pari of the imvigable seasoD. As soon 
as the 106 is brokeo lip and clear, the ves^l 
dooto with the strong current which succeeds Ia 
the MMond (rfUwibe, and Uiirty or forty of the 
peasApts, spinetitpeB with their wives aod &ip(- 
liee, tfidce their passage npw it. The own^r or 
1^^ stew^ loeet th^ cargo »t H)B»> whereit ifi 
either sold to the merchants, or warehotHeiJi 
KUMMvdipg to !ciK»iostapce& The vafiscl th«« is 
IgtooM to piocfli, and soldfw firipg, erfr^«*W*iy 
for palisg for the owrebant's pAd> ft9d o^P 
&t«^s no ipoi? than fpom 100 K9 %00 rubles. 
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FLOATING OF TIHBEK. 



- The iBBLaner in which timtwr is floated down, 
equally deserves notice. A number of sqiutred 
tiees, perhaps 50, 60, or opmttls, are Tashed 
togetiier alongside eatjhotherby strmg cordage, 
upon the ice : on this foundation other timber is 
laid, and tlien immense quantities of fire-wood, 
wbidi is'cut fa; the peasantry during the winter 
months, when odier business is suspended ; 
this wood is piled up to the height of 12 w 14 
feet, dodjipon this the peasants who are des- 
tined to condiwit it, oflm with their &B)ities axe 
seen-passing up the river. These arriving at Riga 
nearly about the same time, the middle of May; 
form a scene bi^y curious and interesting to 
Uie observer, who, if he -be a stranger, has lus 
attentifM) doubly excited by the novel «ode ^ 
traasporUttg these goods, and by seeing at one 
view, so large a share.of ihe produce (rf'PdaiHil, 
as the navigatiixi of the Dvina brings to tUs 

maricet. 

' Of the imports into Riga, or any t^ the ports 
of the Russian empire, it is diflicolt.to give any 
satisfactory account, as they ore constantly va- 
rying with the varying policy of the government. 
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FLOATINQ BRIDOB AT RIGA. 9 

Colonial produce, and maDo&ctared goods, are 
tbe articles most in request, and are imported 
hi greater or less quantities, as the trade is per- 
fnitted (»■ ferbidden. In this year (1815) the 
importation of the latter was strictly prc^ibited ; 
bat as they were generally, not to say nQiver- 
salhf, in use, the contraband trade mu$t have 
been enormoas, and was said to be carried on 
with the collusion of the custom-bouse. Salt 
and herrings are imported in great quantities, 
and sold to the Polish peasantry. 

The floating bridge at Riga is one of the ob- 
jects that most attracts the notice of the stranger; 
it is 3000 feet in length, and 40 feet in breadth : 
it is laid down as soon as the river is clear from 
ice, and taken up when the frost sets in. 

The procuring carriages, and making other 
necessary preparations, detained us at Riga ten 
days, and we dien left it, in die most disadvan- 
tageous state of the roads, to prosecute a journey 
c^moie than 1300 English miles. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Departure from Riga — Mode of TravefHng, and 
ThxveUing Equipages— Account of Ae Re- 
gulation (f Post-Horses—'Kreiteburg — Rus- 
sian Stoves — Russian Costame-^DistiUaHon 
of Brandy — Beer — Kvass. 

We set out from Riga in the evenipg of 
Saturday, November 18, N.S. 1815, our e<|iii- 
pages consistiug of a PpHsh britc^koj and Uuee 
kihitkas; our party in number were eleveo, io- 
cluding two Englieh, and a Russian servant. 
If our thoughts had not been occupied b^ « 
crowd of more serious ideas at the outset of t^c 
oar long and adventurous journey, the sigfat of 
these novel carriages, and our own ap|>earftnce^ 
huddled up in different sorts of fur ehubes, so 
heavy and so combrous that we could scarce}^ 
walk beneath their weight, woiild all bf^v? 
afforded subject for laughter and burlesque ; 
though it was only the preparation for the out- 
set, and the packing into the carriages, that ex- 
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TRAVELUHO CAKBUOSS. 1 1 

cited ridbUity; lior the awment they begio to 
move orer die Tough-pared stmeto of Riga, the 
jolting was so intolerable, that it tlwreateaed to 
dislocate our joints ; and the &it half hoar oS 
oar drive made ne look fim'wazd wi& dread, 
and almoit despair, to its terminatioD. 

A britohka is in fonp juat like a small Englidi 
waggon, and upon wheels about the height and 
aaa of the little cole-seed waggons : it is made 
withacalash(oTbead)Iikeourbarondies, whidi 
can be thrown back occasioDally, and an aproli 
vi leather lasteniog up to wiUiio a foot of the 
(op of the hood ; within side two cortains of 
leather draiw, and ^ut one up completely fiom 
the otM; to make which more secnre, a mat is 
dun pat over the head of the carriage, and tied 
on, so as to admit of its being fiMtoied down 
0T« the apixHi at night, and thrown back in Ifae 
day. I always objected to this, which seemed 
to threaten suffocation, and never submitted to 
it, but when the extreme coM made it indispm- 
nble. At the bottom of the carriage is packed 
as miioh Inggago as it will conveniently bold> 
and over that is laid a bed, or mattrass, With 
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12 



PASSPORTS. 



pillows, UoDkets, &c. The rasceodiog and 
■etUing into this machine, is really of itself a 
great ' nodertaking ; but I must acknowledge, 
that' a better acquaintance with its merits than 
the first hour afibrded me, has made me certain, 
that in none of our English' carriages could I 
have passed so Icng a journey with so' little 
fetigue. A kibitka is very similar in form, but 
hot so large within, or so good looking without, 
as the carriage I have just described : they are 
l)Oth without springs. .. > 

Before we left Riga, our passports given by 
the Russain ambassador in E^land, were ex- 
changed for what is in Russian oalled. a pddo- 
ro$htta, in which billet is expressed the name 
bf the person to whom it is given; the place 
firom whence he starts; that to which. he. <is 
going; and the number of horses for whicb^he 
has paid a share.of the ppogone, or post-inoney : 
on giving Uiis passport, we paid for .1898. versts, 
(a verst b^g three-qMaiters t^fta^^S^isbiDile) 
lot two kopedis per versty lor ebeh horSe, in all 
450 ruUes ; the ruble was then in valiie.Qbctut 
■XQ^d. but unlike our EnglUh money, it val'tes 
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RBOULATtONS FOB POST-H0IUI8S. 18 

accofding to the credit <^ paper oioney, winch 
IB now extremely low. 

The letting of post-horses, is a place of con- 
siderable- emolnment under gbvemment. llie 
passport beiag sent to the post station, they.atis 
then: obliged to famish hcHves, as aoaa as they 
have, the, number required at home, and ready: 
diould : there not . be at home so many as are 
needed, (which a Russian cui. easily ascertain 
from the.boc^, or a stranger.&om a visit.to the 
staMes), the. travellers ' must then unavoidably 
wut till, one hour after the return of the horses, 
^ut, time. being given to rest and feed them: in 
the books k^ at all these statitMis, are registered 
the passport of.the traveller,! and the date of fais' 
arrival there ; they are always opeu for inspe(>> 
tion,.aiid,a complaint of my kind entered, in 
thosabooks, mast unavoidably be .sent with them 
to Petersburgb, where they are sent at stated 
times to be inspected. The occupiers c^ these 
stations (in Russian, stantm) are. generally' 
(^Scers. of about the rank of lieutenant, , and 
sometimes higberj in the Russian service: they> 
are stationed'at from twelve, to twenty, or some- 
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14 lNeOKVnHE!f«E9 HT IfCATBLLma. 

thnoi iMrty Tterste Muod^ ; and H&iter tbeir iit- 
spectigjD and care, a certain muxAfer offaimes «rfr 
fcefA b; ^ivenimeiit, [Mioportioiieid to Ae eom- 
raou demmd for tbem oa that part of tiie road. 

The krg« iHitftber of bones i*e required t»- 
grtherj was OBO of llie principal cause* of detea* 
tiod to UB «■ At lood ; vre were alwsr^ obliged 
to have more Aon tweln, as the roads wen- 
catcem^^ bad whcoi we leit Riga, and out o^ 
tugea dH rety kwavily hdm. For the fint tnro 
dojtt die wmltff of Aie jemuey had «othh% i» 
racenp^fM ob for* it^ lAcoweirienceiS and thv 
jcitiof , whicii diou^ law violent than at fint, 
dinM nst be meoBsideraUe over bad redds la * 
CBrriogewithoat springs. There are few£ti|^iiit 
ladie»'whowoukl«htts6 to undertake a Jdoni^ 
arouaid Ssgland in a^ coveted waggon ; and jet 
that wcMiMh« far preferable, since the chfltaaee' 
IB iMich IdM, AMd the flCttoBimodftdou cveiy 
wfaeie Mob mttt taiihef ameDdft^tbe fitt^^ieB^ 
oftbeKod. 

Frorti Rigtt we travelled tliree et^es witlioat 
d^Ojr, eKetfptttfcbMigehdrMs: we thea stopped 
to bced^rt ; this <l^ot^ we mode as qaiek a 
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WAHT OF ACOOUMODAnON. 16 

neal s«p(M>iUe},uDftvDidiMy tocfcopmadstiin^ 
became so mndi Tnw DeCesBAtily tpeiut ni pMltin^ 
aid dBpaddog^ Oir eaktoem, tee^iattlof and 
[VovhuoiH vihich we had pivcfaaied at H^jbr 
worn rqiuUr^ HafMtdted tfliott a-dajr. Mai 
^coMnaiodatian of this Imd cuLbe had at-lfao 
baiisea od thaioad; at the pmt itatiaiM thvf 
find ^u qaarten, that tato nLy, albtw y&t C» 
be n their r«om (which daring the latter part 
(tf ««r joimie?, we ifaared, is the 8t:^e of aft Iriik 
cabin, with pigs, ealvea, and ponltv;), but ao 
othff BecOBoaiodatiMi is to be expected ftot» 
then ; w« l»ve I believe ahvajw found a UkiU 
of eoaie Idndi bat aot olwa^ ^atcr, aod ^niRK 
scaieely enr. 

Aiter bnak&^Dg^ and i^weldng onr ibmBy 
we started, and coDtinoed traveHin^inititaveM-. 
isg, when we ag;ain st(^>ped, te dine Md drink 
tea, of which we made ase meiU. Hers we> 
wished much «s have staid oA ai^, but th6 
want of accomtnodatioa (fat w« coirid not aC 
^nt pnt up wi(& that whidi ^erwanls becoaut 
familiar to us), obliged us to proceed. At the 
next ttnge we were net mon fbrtonate ; and m; 
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feeliogs f^&tigueweremach increased, l^' the 
apparent impoBsibilityof fiading a place to reiC at.' 

We journeyed on till we reached Kreitzburg,- 
a Polish town, where I was most thankful to get' 
into a house that afforded me a neat and com- 
fortable room to mysdf. To this enjoyment,- 
however, there was one drawback ; the c^' 
pressive heat from the stove, to which I had 
notbeenased ; for at lUga, though our nxuns' 
were heated in the same manner, they Were so 
laige tliat'diey were never extremely hot. The 
tempeiifttnre of this latter iroom had been raised to 
West Indian heat, and such effectual pains taken 
to exclude every particle of fresh air, tint it was 
very long before I could be sufficiently freed 
from the fear of suffocation, to attempt to sle^p ; 
and as my room opened into the one where the 
gentlemen slept, I was not willing to disturb: 
them by any oomplaiot, and my egrete from that 
room (had I passed through),' must have been 
into an out-house or etable, where yenUcheks^ 
(drivers), horses, and other live stock were lodged 
for the night. 

Jn the essential comfort of a warm house these 
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peofle very &r exceed iib> and are able to bid 
defiuice to a degree of coldj frnn which in Eng- 
land many poor creatares would perish. The 
best cmutructed stovea are built with bricks cast 
in a mould in the fornl of ah ear; these fit 
together, and are held by wires which pass in 
counter directioDs through them. Thus the 
cfaimndy is formed, which passing to a certun 
height, has a top or cover ci iron, made to fit 
close, and diut up its funnel A small door in 
the exterior of the stove is left for the removing 
and replacing this. Every room that is in- 
habited is regularly heated mce, and in very 
odd weather, twice a-day ; one stove will heat 
two, and sometime three rooms ; and it is iu- 
cpnceivable with how small a quantity of firing 
the houses in this country are k^ warm through. 
out. A man with his arms full of wood, comes 
and lights the ^; this is permitted to burn 
oDtil it is all become perfectly clear ^nbers; die 
diimney is then closed, and. the heat by that 
ffleaosUirowninto the room. This being repeated 
in an evening, they have the comfort of a re- 
gular heat, which an Eogltshhouse never knows. 
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The ihottioj down of the chimney too mon» 
while any flame remains, is attended with tiie 
most dabgerqus consequenoe, prodac^ng^lsthat^ 
and death. Id Older to exdade peifectlj the 
open air, :they have dooUe windows, and the 
inteni^l one has erery crevice in its frane fflted 
np with tow, over which is pasted a strong 
paper ; the space at the bcrttom between the two 
windows is filled up with fine sand, bo that'it ia 
net possible any air should enter. 

At Kreitzborg there is a country-faoiise be^ 
longing to General Korfe, Baron Stendal. Tfav 
gentlemen understatuling there was mach gftoie^ 
seat to ask permissitHi to taice a few fadurs* 
diversion, which was gnuated, and the General 
sent a servant with dogs, to attend them. The^ 
hrint the hares h^e with greyhomids, taking out 
from ten or twelve to twenty dogs, which are 
all let lo(^ at once, so that poor puss has i£ 
course silnaU chance of escape. Indeed there 
was cause to suppose they had by this;'iBe>'iis< 
dKtirpated the breed, or ^se the game-ke^wr 
did not thiak it requisite to show \rhere the 
game wias; for the geutlemea soon returned. 
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; Ao duAice of finding trhaA th«f sought. 
At a few stMSom fiu-ther ,ou, they told m thefla 
t«d beOb no halreB aeat r<» two yeats ; btai pre- 
TioW'io thftt time they were in great prc^sion. 

We Btaid «t Kreitzborg imtil Wednesday 
merttiag, not having been able to procutte horses 
Ae pneeding day: Uiere was nothing to be seen 
in thifipla^e worthy a remark, except the house 
which I have already mentioned : our delay 
however served to refresh ns, and we started 
better prepared to continne oar journey. From 
Kreitzburg, we proceeded with little interruption 
(though very slowly, on account of bad roads), 
to the next station ; the ftJlowing stage was still 
more tedious ; having very bad horses, one of the 
carnages was continually stuck fast, and all 
eiMiged to assist in getting it out of the mod 
again. The horses here are extremely small, 
lAKmt the size of our ponies, and the largest 
ndt bigger than those we call galloways, ex- 
oepting flwne 'few of a superior description kept 
by private getfllemen, in Uie large towns. They 
have universally long majies and tails, which 
are kept on to protect them fh>m die flies, 
c2 



r,o,i,,-,-,ih,.GoOglc 



20 COSTUME OF A RUSSIAN PEASANT. 

vviiich ID the hot summer of these climates,' 
are more particularly troublesome. The har- 
ness, as it belongs to the owners of the horae», 
and not to the carriage, is oever very splendid. 
The traces are usually of rope ; and a single rein 
of the same material serves the driver, to guide 
the horses ; which are driven four arbreast, and 
by a 'short rein fasten^ to each other.' To 
heavy carriages five or six hwses are required, 
and the two additional 0Des» having a postilion 
upon one of them, are affixed by extremely long 
traces, and go before : the drivers are called 
yemtdieks. 

The costume of the Russian peasant is very 
different to the English, and consequently very 
striking to English eyes. Whatever it may 
want in a[^)earance it is substantially good, and 
well adapted to the severity of the climate. 
The man's dress consists of a shirt of very coarse 
linen, made with only a binding, or very narrow 
collar, round the top ; large full breeches of the 
same material ; a large pair of boots, or some- 
times very coarse stockings, with shoes of the 
bark of the linden-tree ; a sheep skin with the 



™ih,Googlc 



|..M,-.l>;GOOglC 



™ih,Googlc 



BXCESSIVB USB OF SPIRITS. 21 

wool iaside, in the form of a loose coat, aDd over 
thia, when the weather is very cold, another 
coat of extremely coarse woollen cloth, often 
made with a hood : a cap of coarse cloth with a 
broad' far of some coramoa kind, or more fre- 
quently sheep, or lamb skin, of about a hand's 
breadth in depth, around it Thus equipped, 
they travel at all hours aod in all kinds of 
weather, and might, but for their own impru- 
dence, travel with impunity,-and without fear of 
die cold ; but they are extremely addicted to 
dmnkeBaess, and in this state, it is said, many 
hundreds of them perish ia a year. When the 
fi-osts are severe, and they are travelling in the 
night, the incautious use of the cdmmon s^Hrit they 
call vatkiy or brandy, overpowers their faculties, 
and they &11 asleep while driving, and are 
frozen to dealii. The brandy in common use 
here is distilled from corn, and is something like 
English gin, but a more fiery spirit, and l^s 
agreeable to the taste; it is drunk in immense 
quantities, and a large share of the revenue 
derived from the duties upon it. This revenue 
continues to increase ; it has produced 68,000 
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rubles, aad now probably brings a much lai|;er 
sum. It is let to different contractors for a tenn 
of three years only; these oootractOTS have a 
comptoir in each town for the sale of the braa^yi 
and the retailer iQUst have his license and biq 
brandy (torn thence*. 

They have but little knowledge in brewing, 
except at Petersburgh and Moscow, and few 
breweries elsewhere ; at these places they Ivew 
both ale and porter, but neUbel* are ai all equal 
to what is brewed in England. The comnMift 
drink of the Kussiao is kvatr^-, which is not i9> 
good a» our small be^r ; it is soOietiin^s ma^jle 
Willi flour and water, flavoored by herbs ; saQke^ 
timte with difioFent sorts of fruit, and this likfter 

* Of brandy dUtilled frcmi com Ifaere u a consamptioa of 
five miUJoiis of vedras, for which about one and a balf million 
of tcbetverls of coin, or ten inillbDa of poods, are necessai;. 
The sate b a monopoly of the crown, and the right to dutill 
it is confined (witit the exception of a few pririleged pro- 
vinces), to the aobility who posscM loaded estalei.-oSen 

f Small ware, and watei-fike, but sonewbat tait in tadc. 

—TtirierviHe. 
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kind is a much pleasanter drink, though it Ib all 
sour ; the method of making it is very simple; 
a large barrel is filled with fruit, sometimes 
plums, sometimes apples, crabs, wine sours, or 
ID &ct any fruit of which you have a sufficient 
abundance to make it from ; there is then put 
into the cask as much water as it will hold, and 
in fifteen days it is fit to drink. After a few 
gallons are drawn off, it is filled up again with 
water, to make it last until the time of year 
when it can be made again. This sort of kvass 
is however only made in South Russia, and 
where fru^t is abundant and cheap. 



™ih,Googlc 



CHAP. HI. 

Night at TVepenhoJP— Country between Trepm^ 
hoffand Dunabourg—Wild Bees—Accoant 

■ of the Linden-TVee—DHnabourg — Jrrwtd 
and Slay at Krie»loff-~PoloUk— Fatal Aa- 
cidma t^ier leaving Polotsk. 

At Trepeohoff we were obliged to wait all 
Digfat, for want of horses, aqd here passed a 
most uauBoal scene. One room alcme was to be 
had for our party, and the bedding was had 
upon some hay on the flpor, excepting (»m bed- 
stead, which I and my baby occupied: Uie rest 
<^ the party were laid down to sleep, when 
they brought in a broad long form, upon which 
a soldier's cloak and a pillow weref^aced : I had 
pat on my night-cap (the only change of coarse 
made in my dress), and was going to lie down, 
when, to my surprise, a young officer walked in, 
t^qd very quietly took bis station on the wooden 
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bench, whidi his eloak and pillow had converted 
into a couch for that night's repose. For some 
time I sat musing withastonishmait, and doubt- 
fbl whether, with Uiis addition to our party, I 
could prevail vipoa myself to rest ; bat fatigue 
pleaded with a ritetoric I conld not withstand, 
and I soon foHowed the example which had been 
given me. Since then I bave been so accustomed 
to the same scene, that I could now lie down 
and sleep very qaietly, with the addition c^ half 
a dozen or more to our party. 

It would be in vain to attempt giving a de- 
scriptHNi of the miMry and dirt in which the 
pe(^ lirc ; thay all lie down to slaep in thetr 
clodiefl, takmg off only the -apper garment, and 
throwing over them either a she^ skin shube, or 
pdisse, or a cotton quilted coveilid : they swanu 
with every sort of vermin, the natural consequence 
ofwant of (^imlineEn in themselves, their (dothes, 
and their houses. Unhappily for those of the £!ng- 
liih who travel (mtheCoiilinent, they are so used 
to dl the comforts d cleanliness and decency, that 
it is impossible not to fe^ extreme disgust and 
ahhonrace at Uais barbarous race of beings, who 
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ia all re^Mobslive moiv Uke herds of swine, than 
like ratiopal oseatm&k: m the homes of the 
Jews in pvticalair, they live together in swarms 
Ike bees, though hot tike them &r the purppsea 
of industry; their little dirt; children run qboot 
the hoose almost nakod; or with onlyMje garment 
on, a large long shirt; the cbUdr^ and (he 
senrante seldom wear stoclongs, and vfHh U)e 
Httle idea they have of cleanlie^BS in thdw 
houses, it is not tibely that they «aa wal^ aibo^b 
their filthy clay floors with feet unsmJod. 

The want of horaea detaioed m hens Uuoqgh- 
onl the fitllowing day ako^ and vrei were aohrisftd 
to remain, thero anodiCT nig^t, as piany Bibbct- 
ries b«d been eoinniitted l^ dcvctani fron the 
anay, who ha4 secreted tfaemadves in tl^woodst 
and bad intercepted several pOMei^rs. Oar 
pntty, bowever, being so numerous, the gttttknm 
took the iwecantion of goii^ well armed, and 
^^pared fbr def&ace, apd we set out fioH Tro- 
f)edh<^ abodi nine ia the evming. We xeadiQA 
the fi^lowing station withcxit being maloato^ 
and taliag ooSee, proceeded to Diinaboifi-g, 
where We arrived about nina in the morabg. 
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The conntrj tluon^ which we have travelled 
ftom Riga hither, ia most of it extremely wild, 
and many parte beaatiful and romantic. Im- 
mense forests bonnded our road on either nds, 
tOid we have journeyed fifty or a hmidred versCf 
toge^er throo^ cfvenues of trees, prittcipally 
the &, the lHi:<ch> and the lime: lite toutelay 
Beftfly «I<Hig the course of the Dvina, whi«^ we 
had twice to cross, and which ft^quentfy pie^ 
Bented itself to view in some very delightful 
lan^cape: the soil, however, ia bairen, and 
its iolubitaDts bnt thinfy soittsred, so that 
scarce any signs of ouUivation are seen. 

The peasants hang theit bee-hiv« m the 
woods, that the bees may have the first flbwem 
of the lime, whence they make very fine honey*. 

* For a curious account of the wild bees of the forests of 
Rasna, and the method of managing them, seeToohe'sSurrejr, 
vol. iii. page 388. 

" Next to tbe birch, tbe linden u in die greatest abuDdance, 
from- which likewise Russia derives more benefit than is dom 
any where else. The tfaick bark is usually made into basketi 
for carriages and sledges ; into boxes and trunks; into coveiji^ 
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The bark of the lime, or HndeD-tree, is manufoc- 
tured into several differebt things : I have already 
mentioned the peasants' shoes; ropes are made 
of it, and it is used in maldng their s1edg«s: 
there are eight or ten more purposes to which it 
is api^ied, iosomuch that the owners <tf forest 
wood complain exceedingly, of the depredations 
committed by the peasants in stealing die bark 
and injuring the trees. 

■ The booses here are all made of wood, not 
sawn into planks as in England, but whde trees 
cut into equal lengths ; they also make . their 
fences of wood, and in a most curious way : two 
stakes are driven into the ground just &r enough 
asunder to admit the thick end of a pole; at the 



for cottages. The ioner batk a the material of a wry exlen- 
dre manufacture of matB both for home and for foreign' con- 
nunption. Of the rind of the vnung shoots, man; millions of 
mat shoes are platted for the boors ; the wood is sawn into 
boards, wrought up into canoes, burnt into pot-ashes, and 
from the blossom of the linden the bees sock an excellent 
nourishment, — Tooke's Survey, vol. iii. p. 368. 
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distance of the length 4^ the pole two more are 
driven^- and agun two in the middle : between 
these a certain nnmber of poles are lakl> so as to 
raise, a fence the desired height 

DiinabfHirg is now onlj the remains of a cnce 
popidonB town : in the jrear 1810, the govent- 
ment pulled down 700 houses, with churches, 
monasteries, &c. to make a forUfication here, 
which has since been destro^wd by the French, 
who in their route to Moscow passed along this 
road, which is of course rendered interesting by 
a remembrance of the events ctf that memorable 
campugB. A [wetty diorch and a few misera- 
Ue houses are now only 1^ in this once flonridt- 
ingplace: generally speaking, the houses here 
are built with wood> but some few in the Ger- 
man style, with white brick ; these latter have a 
kind of bam lUtached to the house at each end, 
one end used as a stable and carriage-house, the 
other as the sleeping room of those yemtcheks 
who belong to, or frequent the house ; and this 
room, I am told, in no respect diff«« from the 
stable end, except that it is not fitted up with 
mangers. 
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FsvmDvaMhfmg, vbeDdMTepeSrof«wicair- 
fUge was oa6|4eted, we proceeded toPlatriiy. 
flerem b^Ale was finight batwsoi die Frandb 
and Rusnans, and (be pboe ahd its inbtbilaiiti 
wore the aapcwt -c^ most gDiMvafale -pamity. 

X«te i« the ^Avening wfe arrived at Kneidfifl^ 
a vdi^rflouri^ing lAwb, «hich we wMe«tesiraai 
of nietDg, and detWDuiwd to rest tbwe. Medl^ 
soldiess being i|«artereA n^ :^e totni, it ww ao 
fiill vfe cttuAd .'got so Aocoatmodatiiki at the 
tniet»er; 'rad >lnntiiig tried Mrverai phiceft in 
Tbln, 'ooe of air pnty tnntbig to 'die Samaam 
senrsBt, in a tone of im[iati»ee isiqaiiied .'Htfaen 
they iBhott]^ go next ; when two gentleBMn, v^ 
were ^paising at tbe EBdment, aedng .be was a 
alwiger, tieggied.to knvw wfaat he longbt? tm 
being. tAh). " inidgi*^ for ibis .pMy," one of 
them ifDmedigtely ofiE^red, '^ui^ issistc^d u|i9il4«M 
aqcepting si^ .AocommodatioQ as i^s quarbMs 
could <affi>rd. This jgentleman was iColoo^ «£ 
(bjB M^mept th^, 'his lunne Torscy : it wM 
ioipo&siblefor any tbii^ to exceed the bo^itality 
with which we were trecMed, during iinir d^ 
that we remained there ; the Colonel giyi^.wp 
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one room endrdy to me, <tbaA Atsmng ev^ 
bUwtion tlist poKtemss etnild didt^e. 

FFfae tDmi:Df Kiiesli^, and several mllos in 
rateht cn^eacfa Aide of it, is die properly ^ ^ 
Ccnmt PlaMw, a Pc^sh noblemdn. XhewfenOT 
OoMBt was absent, but we mw three of biv m?h«; 
the eldest, is appearaneei tod inaUD^ni is nie of 
lfae:iiKiBt «Ae^ant ^oiibg mea I ever urn; and 
ea-taiBl; does honour to the nmk he 'holds la 
sooMty. Onr fniend the C^oknel, besides et^ 
ordein, was decorated with thb ytry haodsutte 
one of'StlAime, which is worn around tbeueefc. 
Thr tovnt ef KriesUffi is very bentiMIysituaMd, 
and woidd affiud wnre mint pictores^e tebd- 



Frbm Kiiedoff we w^t -to Bmya, anotdm 
very pretty amll town: tiie'ehurc^es>)ibn«itt 
hondMtody built, and th^e'aiie often tfanee,./^ 
f&ar, or five in a large village: at Dni^ w» 
Oount^d five. 

At Drissa we oroffsed ad arta of the Dnch) 
called by the dadie of this town, through' wfaieh 
it mils. 'Afi thefear^ no bridges here, wew«it 
over in a ferry, ot- a floaiUiig<bridg;e, which is b 
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flat platform, made large enough to hold twa 
carriages, and the hmes also ; a rope extended 
directly across ibs river, and runniag through 
grooves in two upri^t pdes at each, end of this 
jfdatform, guides the feriy over; by this also 
they pull, as the rivers are too deep in many 
parts to admit of pushing with a epnU 

Nothing else w(Hfhy of observation occurred 
until we reached Polotsk. Here we were de- 
tained ten days, getting our carriages put wptm 
sledges, without which it was imposuUe to 
[wopeed. The Jews into whose hands we fell, 
made us pay dear for woric that was very ill 
dime, bendes the unwelcome delay diey caused 
UB< There was little in the town to beguile the 
time, or attract our attention; some churches, a 
mouastery (c^ which its iuuneuse bitdKp was 
the most remarltable part, and spoke the easy 
cooditicu of its owners), and the strong marks 
which the devastation of war had left iu this 
gloomy and half depopulated town, were the 
only objects of observation; and these, especially 
the latter, excited a train aS melancholy re^ 
flecticHiB. Whole streets had been destrc^ed, 
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hodaes gutted, aod the bare walls still stimding^ 
as so matiy momunuits of its [Nvseot misery. 

Tbe weatiier was ezceedinglj cold daring otur 
stay here, haTinfi; 27 degrees t^ Reaumur, and 
ibe great roomsof the bouse where we found 
qiuirtersj looked like the t^umtless cbambets of 
some old castle ialliog to decay, where Russian 
warmth would indeed hare been welcome, but 
where it could never come. We were ^sited by 
the Chrodneclne, or Mayor of the town, who 
fitmished as with soldiers to guard our car- 
riages, whidi was here a requisite precaution, 
though they were within the gates of the yard 
belonging to the hoiise whore we lodged. The 
inhabitaQts of Uiis place are diiefly Jews, who 
form a large proportitm of every town and vil- 
lage throughout Poland. 

A serious and melancholy accident took place 
toon after we left Polotsk, and was in great 
measure owing to tbtit ill construction of our 
sledges, the inconTenience of which, though we 
afterwards partly remedied, we felt in some de- 
gree throughout the wh<^e time we used them. 
Hie driver d* the Witchlca, making the horses (a» 
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duijr too geiurally did) gaUspdawii a visy itai^ 
hill, was tteoira Snm lis mat, snA ^dcaggad 
ludv ihb iAeAgjb fog nvnal ywrda-: oaeof our 
kaan atmaaik sitting b^iod, vnu rilM t hr twwi 
43ff to Bone '^Mtanoe, and tfae boinn ooBtipoBil 
^■dmeemi ak fail ipeed, the cartiii^ wriagi q g 
Sfom one nde t» tfw otfi«, ivith mah>eztaMW 
violeBoe, tiiBt it HeiMil as if it voAld be ^dwhwl 
to jHOces. We however roHfaed the-bnttwa of 
<lhe hiH io safety, wlsreihe iboneAwflrsuC^ipafl. 
Seme «f the^Mrt^'thoB mwot ia aaardt of tiie poit 
feUdw, who 'tm loand, «Hd «wried to & hnue 
Ibf the Toad-iidc, where -merrfsmK wbb tekea of 
'bimthlittbe:plaee>«roidklade^t; bat herdiad iti 
a'few famrs after, haiaag reQeivad anne iwfec- 
-nal h^ory, and being w nntd bmiaed, that k 
was not probable that nuitii^ W)d'(had M Imab 
'jwar) cadld faave aav^'hiflB: i^&Nnttat'QRCiiied 
jwihvrt; aod «« bad^gBMt reaaontobeAbankfiil 
■tEnr Cmr deIiveiaMi& from adai^ex thaA thie^MMd 
the liv»« of 8iU in the eaeriage. 

Thejieniajnder of this ategenasa loi^g aid 
niest isy^kauntpartof tlte j4un»Qr; .thejpaii^ 
>£Mtiiig»Vt4Heh'thieaccklaat'hAdFnKliie«d) weie 
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mniik beif^btami. h; wv gesiilwitjt of akuatiBn. 

wen tntiie^ with«pt w. i^ttesdwt, m^ «j«ptk. 
n>i% Mt tf> tbs. mnpi ^ > woI«w <Uimi) 
whn «i)f twiop (<iroi<K||, off Itu n)«t, tB4 Ma 

Bd/^ the aRaw «»K.niUiig BnnideiiM; nMtih 
l|i)4>l>at»a gmn^v, coiiJiwieAllU ptote* 
wg c»re! i/lK. y.ls laWtiBf. T*i* hsid »Wf 
noinbr Jwgt gixw witli. sHra, imv Hwidltd 
miHih. dower, from l|i»wmit«f iIiiiU.)i)^qiw ]%)gt 
Iwh wnwt. tf nwnnge th^ ImoMi ba liewK 
obliged to drive, after the fetal du^^s^.tliAt^der 
jrivedus of. o<)e pf tb^ kqi^Mm. 

It wjwelllie wwiwd. th«tl 5,lt»o mem- 
ii4iafiik degree of jipififiid* pB i)niFi?g aal%lr 
M'tlwimf vWMWt wd Miil' l Wf S)eiW»!»i 
»f o)n.)plJ(iwi-lf!WBUei».]t!i!)i !i)ii)i»it)wiic«mww 

wWph iMjre BM»P»d,, «. w>>^< I <»»# »«« 

have been tbrooghout a fean^ ^.di§frB^g|r 
one; the more eapeciallj, as at this time we 
knew nothing of the language. 
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36 DBTASTATION OF WAR. 

'the road we were travelUng presented to us 
the most beaatifid snow scenes imaginable. The 
country was extremely wild and woody, and 
whole days were passed in traversing forests 
and journeying' through avenues of trees; which, 
covered with snow, looked bright and dazzling, 
their glittering being often heightened by the rays 
of the sun. But the want of population, as well 
as cnltivatioD, gave an air of wild melancholy 
to it, occaraonally increased by the appearance 
of a ruined village, of which sometimes a single 
bouse only remained, marking the place where 
the dreadful ravages of war had brought desola- 
tion in its train. 

Between Polotsk and Besankovitch there are 
several extremely steep hills ; and to descend 
some of them, it was necessary to take out a 
part of the horses, and affix ropes to the hinder 
part of the sledge, which several men held,' to 
prevent the carriaga going down too rapidly. 
The valleys are extremely wild, and many parts 
oS their sceneiy partaking more of the sublim& 
than the beautiful. 
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CHAP. IV. 

' Besankovitck, the Residence of Count Crep- 
tovitch, remarkahle Jbr the Characters of 
its present Jhoners, and for having been the 
Head-Quarters of Buonaparte, in his Route 
to Moscow — Accidental Detention on the 
Road — Description of a Russian KtAac — 
Meeting with the Count Rama-Msoff—Mog- 
hiloff. 

Besankovitcb is the residence of Count 
-Creptovitch, a Polish nobleman. Mr. Y. having 
heard from Count Platoff, that this gentleman 
bad been long in England, and was mnch 
attadied to the English, and that he was anxU 
oosl^ pursuing an .improved system of agricnlture 
tm his estate, he (Mr. Y.) resolved to visit him 
in pasung ; and at the station before he reached 
Besankovitcfa, he sent over a servant with a letter 
to the Coont, ^dio returned a very handsome, an- 
swer written in English, inviting the pai^^p go 
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38 ARRIVAL AT BBSANKOVITCH. 

Uiere, for which purpose be sent us horses the 
foUowiDg moming. 

From DuboviDka to Besankovitch is twenty- 
one versts. We set off late in the morning, and 
the road being very bad, it was getting dmk 
when we came within flight of the Count's resi- 
dnice. Here we again crossed the Dvina; the 
descent to it is extremdy bad, the read ^Qg 
below a rock on «ne sidej the other JiaviDg a 
perpendicular precipice overhangii^ the nver, 
and being so very nairow, that our caniage, 
which was Bomewhat wider than the rest, was in 
great danger of being precipitated down its rocky 
Me ; but Inni&g leiglM; *or tes am tD Mfefist in 
geMiHg it eeSt down, tksy tecmkKd Hk bahmco, 
uui mi raufaed da oppMAte ehon lA ndcty. 

Here «M>ther deliry -wm loceaskncd fay «ne «f 
^ <»ii«iag«e ^tiag eet Ant, iand the ioe lUat 
k)wig strong leMQgh to bear wdl, tfae homm 
vnnld not draw it oat. jUtftr mmdk «Uttauhar 
k wn eKtcieated, awl at kn^ we loaidied 
tiie chatoaa cf the Cowat, vebem wto weite matt 
UacHy and hospitaUy Teeenied by Ate Otawt 
tuidiCISMaitenORptsntcfa. The CmmI «ppoaoi 
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abcmt dBrfj, Uie ConteaB tnrenty-fiNir : tlu^ 
ham ifaim very fiae ^Udrea. Tba Covnteu ia 
<Mft of Ike inoBt pre^oMewi^ -womra I have ever 
acen ; htg firat affMHMioe beapealu her a well- 
eduGftted aud p«Uihed vmaa ; and the eleganee 
aadaoftoen of'lwf iMraers, aad the kiudDesa of 
her dupoaitioD, powerfully attach to her all who 
kasw hev. Aa a .wife and nMther, she is very 
exemplaiy, devoting hen^todomeBticpumuta; 
to the iutniatioQ of her children, and to the odm> 
fint of all Effoimd her. Tlus was the chataoter 
gnat of her by those who bunv her. In her per. 
an she is shove the uiddlB size, and elegantly 
fcimed, with a fine expressive face, Ug^t bur 
and eym. The Cooot is well deserving; his 
•xodlent wife, mi ^^y om°> ^ live most h^^ 
fiig togtAety Umdang the polished aeqaireaiuts 
ef Ub with ik^ oalm [deasiiros of letireoMot. 
JSe is vary mndi attadiad to English habite and 
BMiqpws, and as ttmdi as possible hitrodnoss 
them in his honse and at his table. They beljb 
siM^.Esgluh with thfi.gnataet con!eottiess, and 
hmiBgAmiisbwed thenHelves to nse that lan- 
^Hage to their diiidrei^ the iatier speak it also. 
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and imderataDd it, as if it were theirnatiTe totfgns.- 
Tbey bto well supplied with EngUsb bods ham' 
Peterabargfa ; the Cotuteis herself gives :their 
En^lsh lessons, and has a servant brought gp in 
ao English iamiljat P^enborgh to attend them. 
The children are idso tau^ RuBsian, Freotch, 
and German. 

The Count devotes himself modi to the in* 
provemeot and cultivation of his estate, whidi, 
under his discriminating care, will doubtless 
amply repay him. He has a very large distilteiy, 
and the gentlemen aaw there the process of Idln- 
dryii^ the corn, previous to thre^ing it. The 
house is a very excellent one d two stnies, and 
most admirably heated ; so that with the same 
d^ree of cold we had at Polotsk, (and for one day 
indeed mpre severe), we felt no inccHivenienoe 
from it, hut sat with the doon opes, wluch oom- 
municated with two or three of the adjoining 
rooms. Several of the apartments had Eo^iib 
gmtea in them. 

Besankovitch was the head-quarters of Bucna* 
farte for some days, in his rente tlutiagfa this 
countiy, and from hence «ne of his buUetinQwa* 
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dated. The ConotMB and ber fitmil; fled from 
the «aeBe, taknig &w^ as maaj of tfae TatnaMe 
paintiflgft, &c. as thraa was time to remove. 
Tbe Connt was riiBwt en businen at the tine of 
their flight, aad as he wasTdanuDg, be obserTed 
a fire, wfaidi appeased in the direeticu o£ his 
house. With no small agttatim he rode towards- 
itasfert ashis bone could carry him ; andwhm 
he got near, he learnt that the Frendi wote in 
poasessioD of the place, that a part of the village 
was burnt down, and his wife and children were 
ID safety a few versts ofi", waiting in hopes of bis 
arrival befiwe Atvf should be compiled to go 
feither. Hia fint care was to remove them to a 
greater distance from this scene of horror and 
abnn ; and as, for a length of time, it was im- 
passible to return to the house after the havoc 
eoauBitted there, they went to the Countesses 
idatives in Livonia, where they remained several 



The magnificent riding-home built by the 

Count in Uie Ebglish s^le, had been converted 

into an bos|Mtal, their excellent dining-room into 

, flL fncquet post. Mid in the ^Irawing-room (he 
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baUvtiawMwiktaaaDd-d^ad. TkefzuKiblMui 
iMd» tbs diU]fi;h91 Ifaiir btD7iag*^:imd* 4mi|^ 
dend indiflg wero ala* fiBond ia the MaU(« Mid 
othcrplBoei. ^tfikebrgeaidTadiMibleiNikAtiin 
elf {ni^D^ hoMj ftifcir«f nUeh A*re waao^if 
tkne to ienkvre, seme aKniMod-sci^liuiwdmAll 
ini!tB«fthesuvn>imdkgwoocU, toni StoinUmi* 
fiwAes, and odunriM i^ioiled or ibjuaecL A pMtk. 
afibacJiouBdi, wbiohtbeCoont liadfrom Ea^wd* 
w^eat tUs.petiadktt, and disposed ovw tiie 

OOOBt^. 

W« i^oit fiHic days hen vei7 delig^tfiilly. and 
l«ft Bennlnviteb, regntting Msh that it waa 
nottwar «iien{^ to tha «Dd of oar jaumc^i.to 
4Udoiriate npon ^ piobalntity of «oMi, if ^wwr^ 
mettiag sur Und and hf»{»tabla cntartaoMn 
tiurn again. 

■ &tMreetiBMaiikaviiebe«d]Vfa|^lofi^>Mewai« 
•Utged -to iifarMfl for want offa«iB«s, «ad4b« 
Toad being heavy, and not snow enough tpdhdy 
wdl, *e taaveyad vei^r akxwj^. 
. TlM;lHKttJaogafth«imb(iikfi between Kfiiwtb- 
ntiffaad^aiia Safa), H»eoawoned ai> m) iHtplea«- 
ant debanbkn, flOd a visit to the inttrior of a 



™ih,Googlc 



WnWIANVASAC. 4$ 

aV A^i oatHidervd, we wefee fiirtuBiileio'te 
in As waiirilj of. «itaab we fciAd a VvlcmiAKd 
hit Ar^ «■ ^theai dwnimmti of Plat*. 

TIm d»VK«f -the awoadt-fiarripge fading tbat 
the vrbtk uMessarir tb b« dme w4iuU ymsoowm 
oBJMiflhimhto -ddayt tniitedl npo* going on io 
Am «taitini hiunedhrtafey, or«lMiieiMUt4«keiM 
hdcsM tit, aod ritam heiaa^ it «^ IhkMtoc 
faottd iMcesMfir to c«Bd tUi «MriiBg» ftnmd, 
— da A w 4lie 'diflBokalt «rmDgeHKBC«f aefaMtil^ 
mtfa^PTMiiaU paHiffaad beenx^Ntd o^Hx. H* 
Math two -of ^e chilcbwi, paooeeded ia itts tbt 
aUttaH; tfaa Rwsiak wrm&t beittf leftlonqM* 
diteand nqteriatend tii6 tepnn of ttc Ixittdika. 

I wm^mh «ih«rad iato the kataac, <to wmat 
with as nraoh patisnce m i oeaU, «. vradc thu 
Ihreataaed a dehy itf at 4eMt en hoot crtvr& 
The «Mer door df this dwoUbig «|eiHid iate« 
coT«ed passage, into whuA Ihiee dthir doonk 
lyeiMd and «oinanimeat«d, one with ihe hnnse, 
thbi«|>po8ite««0 woth aatcfea or landwrupoem, tmi 
•na with die jbxA and ■ont-offioes. A cow ww 
lied up in en6 coniBr of ehts <plaoe, whe fieemed 
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well accustwned to her station. The door of 
the house opened into a low, soidiy, and dark- 
looking room, n^ere seated on beetles aronnd a 
lai^ table, a party of men sat drinking, smoak- 
ing, and singing. "Hie song ceased at myeo- 
tranoe, and they regarded me with much ^sto- 
ntahraent. I looked round in vain for a female, 
and took my seat on a bench as distant as I 
could from this carouaing party. I talked to the 
childreD, and endeavoured to appear uncmicem- 
ed, though the rude gaze of these savages an- 
noyed me extremely. Presently a man having 
fetters on his legs, oune in; he saluted and 
joined the party at the table, whose cordial re- 
ception of diis felon did not heighten my esti- 
mation of the group : with mndi wcmder io his 
oonnteniuioe, he sent a scrutinizing look at the 
strangers, and soon got up and walked out, to 
leant from the servants what he could n(rt ascer- 
tain from his cmnpanions. 
- Ivan had been attentively occupied in watch- 
ing the carriage, that nothing might be stolen 
from it during the time these peasants were 
At work : a precaution invariably necessary, 
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even if there was nothing but rope or iron that 
could be taken away ; bat at length seeing my 
eldest boy a lodier-on by his side, he left him as 
a guard, while he hastened to relieve me firom 
this purgatory, and see if he could [Hvciire taoe 
&ny thing that was eatable. He soon fbond an 
interior toom, where the woman of the house 
wa^ cooking sour soup, &c. cm a low heartli. 
The blaze of the fire was acceptable, and die room, 
though little bigger than a closet, and smell- 
ing of garlic so as souvely to be endured, was 
still to be preferred to the one I had left, because 
it did not look so much like a den of savages. 
The womaii was a Russian, and mth Russian 
good-linmour offered a part of her (axB, which 
I had no appetite or inclination to accept 

After some time, I laid the child down to 
sleep on the bed, and walked out to see if the 
repairs would soon be finished. It was a clear, 
cold morning, and the sun shone with dazzling 
brightness on the spangled wood we had just 
quitted : a few scattered huts at no great dis- 
tance from the kabac, neither added to the 
beauty, nor decreased the wlldness of the scene. 
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M CBVBTKW MY. 

A«I«MaJoiie, l<a)MmtvetttuK to vdkfw^ 
WK »«» tlw nww beatw anwglt fin v»l|tii>a^ 
wdiiKmawpclMtatatiiMLtstitukaMt- 'Rn 
IJOMtf 0wPiNt]<aHn«tewe<«fWfal>);N«tfle4 

WM Mend tbi) jojfoqa Mw«l of CMitpiw; 
lfii)ttbi>|»nei&l««oliwtwitliaU 4w iwon rf 
t|i» pwt, IM^Ht dw " M»zvw )>«)(#>>" wd 
"biswwJIiawrd," «fci<*lMi>pi»ftw<ihiii»4l» 

Mf^mi, l>^ A«t «<W Ve$i|» ne ; Md lamljf 
•»4 l|WPIKfet«))V) t^^l^ |lsi^t«fM| 4» Sir 

" «e»ie of tbe Moidi I Oiiik 
Wlw Dov^rdifliMe SBnoBtat B«/' 

It was two hours before we were ready to pro- 
ceed ; and 1 felt no wish to repeat my visit to a 
Russian kabftc. 

At the station, before we reached the latter 
place, Mr. Y. met ^e Conpt Romanzoff, whom 
be had linown intimately at Petersburgh, ^nd 
who now met him again with much pleasqre, 
and gave him a particular invitf^tion to stop as 
he passed his estate at IJomil, to see the im- 
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provementa there, and the maBn&otures he had 
MtaUubed, which Mr. Y. promiaed to do. 

At Mo^lc^ we sta^^ Imt one night, and 
J aavr pothing (^ die town, except the pwt 
^{•tmgfa which we dnwe: it is » district -town, 
and of contip a large we. The fine^lopldiig 
diunii^ and homes, all atiMcoed and white, 
have a vw? UPjpoaiKg t^ppeuaqoe i but, U^ Dian; 
$vlh«r bwuti^s d»corat«d with (wint, dipjF look 
boHt at » difdaace, and wiU iwt bdar «pintmy. 
The wof «f the diuw^, whieb are of iron <w 
fbta, fUKfBijptfidgKfftt, or.fed, vya3^<»is«dier 
coloors : they also paint the hotisea in a similar 
■Mnoaer, ^mAui^ ihaalaofc wery gajiL 

BetmsB Moghihtf asd HmuI an vleron 
■tagea; thwwj^MWit which nnttang paetieBbr-o^ 
eutrad, «KOfi|Nt tha enatomary hiodraactts Snm 
want af Imnua, and ^ naecasbiy ifior wipainriag, 
iwr par^ 
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CHAP. V. 

Soml, a Country Residence of the Coutii 
Romanzoff' — New Mansion of the Count, 
under the superintendance of an English 
Architect — Disadvantages to the exterior 
appearance of this and other NoMemen't 
Houses in iAm Country — English Rodents 
at Bomil — jR««nafi Warn^Sathfor Ckildreti 
— Russian Ctutoau^-Slavea—'Tehemigqff'— 
^ Passage of Ute Dnieper over the Ice, to Kiev. 

At Homil we were received by Colcmel 
Hince, the Coaot's steward, with ever; mark 
c^pditeness^ and every possible accommpdatioB 
afforded us ; a suite of rooms prepared for parme, 
and every thin^ shewn that was deserving our 
attenticm. The Count has just erected a .very 
noble mansion at Homil, under the superinten- 
dance of an EngUdmun of the name of Clarke, 
which is not yet complete in its internal decora^ 
tions : it is two stories high, having a handsome 
though still unfinished hall; around the upper 
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part'of which niDsagallery«oDDtotuig'Uie>upper 
apartmetaia : Avery room is stuccoed and paioted 
in ccAoarsl widi borders of some ethblQioaticfil 
des^, aad'CNliDgs of fi^hktive represeDtatioDS:: 
great variat^'of taste heui been displayed, no two 
rooms'beiDg.alilte in'coloaring and design : the 
whole'ezeciifed by his own slaves, s0m6 i^whotn 
were seat t;o St; Petersburg, td be instructed' in 
the arts Ireqnired for tiompletihg this 'work in the 
superior style projected by itspwner.. 

There is, however', one mat^^l drawback to 
tbe:afipeanuwe of'^mosfwiy bf these hoas^ in, 
Russia, wiiioh -offers an insuperable objection to 
them — I'mean'the want of apark,'or,-iD many 
cases, even ofa garden. Though alt withifftbe 
house bespoke luxury and ease, all without de- 
dacied that civilization and cultivation extended 
not beyond the lordly mansi<«i and its possessor : 
from its' windows' were;seen the cottages ofthe 
peasants, and their; not very clean appendages, 
die cattle-yarda adjoining each; and these all 
crowded together, formed the fore-ground of the 
view, while the back presented to us only plains 
ofstiov^, rising in unequal sur&ces. 
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The pHnoipil manufitctOTieB, of gSaM, .add. I 
tfaiok of linen, were several verste dbtent, «• 
that we did not see them. Tliere ii « owdls 
maBu&otory here, which is an eithmely fnt« 
StieHVe concern; yet ^ pim' peefde bun a 
Kttle piece of cotton, itaik in some grease or 
ttil, which gives a Very escetient Kghtj and oer^ 
tAMy aoBwers their purpose b«tt6f Astu bu^ri^ 
candles. A Seot<^ffiaQ oTthe name ctf Stephens 
had the condQbt tf this maniiftuitory, EOid one or 
twd more £}n^il& or Seotdteaea were emfdoyed 
iki the b^rvioe rf the Count: they were glad t» 
^ee their countrytaeii ht no great a distsnca ftoM 
home, and Uie more so, as feW BagKsh p«ned 
in the same route, ttomil being out of the dhed 
road. 

The infent not being Veiy weH, I had hitia 
and tbe other diililren put ittto ft warm balh, 
which they prepare moat delighttoily, with every 
kind of aromfttle herb. It is a constant prae^ 
tice here, to pat children into a warm biitli oata 
or twice a week, until they are aboat two yeata 
old ; and the eflfect during their teething, is very 
excellent. The water i« put into a shallow 
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aottSm-fiaaa!, Hke «ri taotahteJ^s tmy, but ibdwE 

ttlMgb :fo# tltt ekikf td' Ito te it witfaaut dHt 
ifMet'tiSaAafS (W«^;iM fa)6e. A kntdftf of iwrbg 
(^ mbi^h Ae^ t&k«. csre Ui dr; phait^ fpr thia 
and other purpoew), is patm^ axlclthe l9Diiii[g> 
■WKUSfptiafSi «nr dun ; v auffident cjaantity of 
(MM wiU»r is thta addid, to' nkaSqe ik tfae pfi]|bb 
l»at. A liboK elctb is pM in for tin dhitd id 
Uft dpoii,- whidi is tbtn wiapped. urbead bia 
bcld;, to keep those parts wana which are not 
tfiarered Ir^ the wetter. 1b diis thi dul^ is lead 
&r a quGvt«r, or heUf aa faoiu^, and they told me»' 
fltMneUtoee for two hottr^. Th« tin batbs wfe 
have ia Eagland, mu^ be preferable for thia 
pnipose^ 

Atdinaer ia Ruaaia, soop v tuiivei^U)! the 
fiAil <KiA, «iIdlnthoiit it ^t^aevat dine ; but it 
is- ofleti lAade soaa-^ and ia that cate not macjb re-. 
liafaiEpdatiiKtby anEngliahp^ald. Fish, if to 
fee bad^ eomdc afflct, and Aeaa frbnl six to ei^^t, 
oi^totriilAniroHow. ftniiDposififoletoteUofwhat 
tiMtiijrtitfthMBe we composed, Ajinat of meat is 
ixsnr seftt tft ta^e -vthole, but cut ioto slicesj 
k2 
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aBd haaded Kmiul to eatik pwaoo^ . begiimiB^ 
witk die ladies, who are vuiUm. , ■ P.^iiltry andi 
game are also eerved in, theisamelwQjr: pastry. 
is; scarcely seen. except in patties, > which, are 
sent up to. eat with the soup, or a tartlet at th^ 
concliidioa of the dinner. ; 

'Previous to the ^dinner, ollTes, cnviarretor' 
some s<Mt of pidcled fish, with comniDn, and. 
bitter bnmdy,-. arerseot: in lon a tray, . to whet the:' 
appetite for that which- is. to follow. . The Ras-. 
sians sit long at dinner, and wine of different, 
sorts is placed.OD thi^ tabte,:ea£h person helping, 
himself:' the' dessert, which fiai^es the dinner, 
is eaten withont the cloth being removed ; and-, 
the whole party then adjourn to the drawing- 1 
room, where coffee is immediately served. 

The Russian ladies have always a certain 
namber of their female slaves, who are brought., 
up with more thim usual care, and in &ot edu~' 
cated for the department they are to fill. These,, 
" the menial fair that rnrnd her wait," are, like 
tbose so often spoken of by Homer, the constuit. 
attendflnts upon her person, and as bumUe. 
companions contribute to her pleasure aod her. 



™ih,Googlc 



FEMALE OCCUPATION. 58 

profit ID various ways ; they are i^illed in orna- 
mental worh of difierent kiads. Mrs. Hince 
-i^ewed me' the tambour-frames and some very 
bandsome embroidery which ber young women 
were employed in. My thoughts' continually 
reverted to the poet, while she directed and en- 
couraged their labour — 

" Go with the Queen, the spuidle guide ; or cull 
" (,The partners of her cares) the mItct wool." 

AUhou^ slaves of every description are at- 
tached to the soil, and the buying and selling 
them sepEu^tely is strictly forbidden, yet it ne- 
vertheless frequently takes place;, and a young 
womanbrougbt up in the way I have de6ci;ibed, 
and excelling in anyone art, whether it be danc- 
ing, singing, or needle-work of any' kind,' is 
worth a considerable sum, and that sum varies 
according to theaccomplishmentshe possesses, or 
the degree ofproficieocytowhich she has attained^ 
and she is sure to have a ready, purchaser*. 

' * It ma; be afliruied without exaggeration, that id the 
hooseof a Russian oobleraaD, there are five or six times as 
many domestics, as are kept in families of equal raok, id any 



™ih,Googlc 



In addition to tbe eunilitujdQB wfaidb exist io thje 
officii aasigoed to tbme attendaots, wb iraiit 
not foigE^ that tlwir condidnas were, ia odier 
retfiACtBj frequently the vaooA; uidh, forinstaaee, 
,w.«s Uie servile eiate of jthe sai;e Bur; clea : 

** Dangfater of Ops, the fint PisenoT's son, 
" For twenty beeves byfom'd Laertes won." 

This custom of purchasiog slaves, or menials, 
by live stock, is also very frequently practised in 

BiUSNA*. 



other country of Europe ; and the retainen of both wxes Id 
•ome of the great houses of Petenburgh, amooht to a hm^ 
dred and fifty, or two hundicd' penoin.— TMte** SHrvejf, 
vdL iii. f. 30T. 

* pf jthis dtfT^rd nf Ihe bur, wMi na^pBid te stn^ 
y^c^e says; "Theip ^^ ia^p4 nf> Iffr ciOn^, fry yirW^ 
whereof the bqoH a^e ^ran^d t^ th^ noiblAinep bentabl;, 
apd ai property io f«e sjniple ; but it ^w into a castof) 
(conlraiy to express iqjunctimig) ^o make them retinu/e of the 
manor, and uuder this denomination to sell them singly. This 
unlawful procedure was at first connived at, then pervert^Iy 
expounded, and at length by long practice, took the frface of 
law."— TMte't ma. of Rutiia, vol. i. p. 330. 
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RUSSIA SALUTATION. W 

Tb« SuMian 4tilMt»tioA U very c^Qtrtn^ ^ 
Dw fltiquQtte. The ladies in me«UPg, kUa eadi 
9tb^ OB tho Ups «nd chtotei ; a^ul a ladjr tkod 
i;fwUQia«B vneelii^, the latter kusea the band 
<^jtbe Iftdy, «Bd HiolkiM hia cheek towat^a her, 
whioh she kissM ; and omitting to do this, is a 
|«aaf of great 4ifltance of maaner^ arising fivii 
ekhec ^iqmiarit; of rank, slig^ acqauolAtiQa, 



At the fix atatjoni we ptased b«twean Himnil 
and Tchernigoff, nodibg particular acottrred. 
We staid at the latter place a da; Iwd night 
ft is a d&strict town, aid altngetber a good 
oas; having aoSM handaoae chmicbei^ and 
-moch faetlar diopa than any we had seen on t^M 
<!rontiB0^ 

Ofdwdbeapness of aH kinds of prof iuons { 
nigkt freqaently have ipoken ; we bought here 
3S lbs. of rump beef at ten hope^, or otie penny 
Eb^^ money per lb.; beef and muttoo in the 
Crimea the lame price. AtPolotskwebongbttwo 
^eod tarkeys ifar three rubles ; and at Kaiasabai- 
oara. very Alt large turkrrfor two rafa)ai>ariwevly- 
psnce. Bmad is not eqwdly cheap ; it ii bought 
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5G PRICE OF PROVISIONS. 

much at the same price as in Loodoa : bnt sll 
prc^rietors have their own wheat, and bread 
made at home is much cheaper. . At-Tobernigoff 
dried fruits begin to be abuudant aDdoEbap; 
good raisius fifty kopeeks, or fivepence per pound; 
prunes thirty kopeeks; we have si nee bought 
them;for twenty, or for fifteen kopeeks per pbnod; 
and raisins at forty : currants at -Odessa, a box 
of thirty-six pounds, or a Russian pood, .for.ten 
rubles,- or eight shillings and foUi^nce, bought 
in the wholesale, and in retail about fivepence 
per pound. . - .. 

F.rom-TcberDigoff to Kiev is five at six s(a>- 
tions; at the last we were detained -half a ^y 
for horses, and then .obliged to bril>e the post- 
master to get them. It was eight o'clock when 
we got to.'tbe Dnieper, which we crossed, here 
for.ithe^fir&t time; it was. a.ioost dangerous 
-iMudertaking, . from the state- of-the^icej on. ac- 
count of - the. unusual mildness ;of the weather.; 
and many attempts ~ were made todissuadeiis 
-from attempting the passage, over. The oross^ 
ing dicectly over the river .was indeed impcacti^ 
cable/ aud we had to goat leutl three or (am 
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CROSSING rSB DNIEPER. 57 

Tents upon the ice befwe we could get acrofls, 
IteiDg preceded the whole way -by guides, who 
with' iron pikes ascerteioed the possibility of the 
carriages proceeding safely. Notwithstanding 
this precaution, the horses' feet continually 
broke the ice ; the river in many places appeared 
open, and water covered much of the ice over 
which we passed, sometimes to the horses' fet- 
locks. We were not less than two hours effect- 
ing the passage, and had almost as much diffi- 
culty in ascending the steep and slippery banks 
of the river when we had crossed it, as there 
was in getting over. 

AVe entered Kiev very late in the evening, but 
had the comfort of getting into very good quar- 
ters. Its situation is remarkably fine ; one part 
of the town is on a bold and rocky eminence ; 
in going to it, we passed np a hill of more than 
a mile in length, with rocks toweriog above, and 
precipices below ns. The hilt between the 
upper and lower town, commands a most exten- 
sive and beautiful prospect, taking in the old 
town, or city of Kiev, that in the valley, which 
is called the Podole, the Castle of Pestcher- 
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Toim »r Kwv, 



■lE«f, s statnlji niaBaM«>7. gtiprohea, bundnr, 
^. and the invar, whkd is bnwd, bihI bAA 
U euaineir be a mmaxScoA aiMiim to tim 
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CHAP. VI. 

Kiev — 7)l« Contract, or Annual Pkir — Mo- 
nastery of Pestcherskey-—Ar8enal-^Barrier 
Oates — Mmufactures — PiiptUaHon. 

'Kiev ie tbe cbicf town of 4tie 'district of 
itfw iuia name*. It it oudh the liest teira 

' lo remote periods the S^rmates resided here, and long 
before their subjugation by Ihe ilavet, tbe; built tbe town of 
Kief, and named it from tbe lituation of (he place ; for Kivi» 
In tbe Sarmatian language, signifies a mountain. Even the 
jKOple.^bo inhabited the mountainous shore of &e Dnieper 
WMe c^ed Kiri. After tbe sufc^eetion of tb« SanmUi *e 
■larefl settled among them, and ganc t9 thoie vbo jahiyiad 
the l^Q^^laiiifits iboiiB of ^ePnqier^^Wif i^ Qnrima, 
wfaicV is of ^iiil import with {the fSfVmfttipn Km; thga^ fvho 
inhabited the plain, tl^:^ called Polaq^. — Toek^t Uittory tf 
ftjutitt, vol. i. p. 5. 

Ancient writers sajr, that Kiev, m tbe gth century, in tbe 
Mgn Af'Okg, SMI of lUrik, contained 400 dmrcbes^ ^ghl 
awkefr^itaes, Ud a^ imininae nunbir of hdufajfuts. Of 



r,o,i,,-,-,ih,.GoOglc 



60 ANNUAL FAIR AT KEEV. 

which we have seen, and of fiir greater extent 
than any except Riga. The shops are very su- 
perior, and many things are to be bought cheaper 
here than in any other part of the country whidi 
,we had, previously passed. 
., A fortnight after .we left. Kiev, was tO: be the 
annual fair called, the Contract ; .and people 
assemble from all quarters, insomuch, that 
jDot a . lodging .can . be -, found aft«r .the .Contract 
Jhas begun: it lasts three weeks,. and during 
^at time even private families let their houses, 
or a part of them, to the annual visitors. All 
kinds of merchandize are brought here for sale, 
.and, all the noblesse of the country come to pur- 
chase). ' .In ..almost all the towns, the shops are 
in large squares, .and are ^not adjoining the 
houses, ' as in Et^land. :■■■>'< 

The gentlemen formed an acquaintance here 
rather singularly,' which afterwards proved an 
acceptable one. Passing in the streets a young 
mfin, who from his dress and appearance they 
tpqk to,:be a^,Englishman,:they could not resmt 
inquiring if he >was one-; he. replied that he was 
not, but if they, were, they coald possibly give 
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OCCURREMCB AT. KfKV. 91) 

ktm/ some iDfiinHatjoD! of Mr. Y., to whwijte: 
badftletter of ifitrodnetioD. Mr.Y,, ofcoiiHie,. 
aumkinced himsdf. This ^oung man,-- whose: 
name ^vas.Tid,. was. a partper in aimerotiDtUe' 
house at Moscow, -and had- just 'comdiepeed': 
bpHoess. at Kiev.- By thi^- gentleman we wer<e 
itati!(fduced.toCol. aodJVfrs. Be8hkak(^. ,Mf8.B.' 
ia a wo09an.«f fesbtooabje mapoers and addn6&:t 
botkhersdfaad.tbe Col«ael were fro^ Pet«tn»i 
Inm^ and coald. speak English well ; they gawe ; 
us r a .geneml javJtaticiQ to :tbeir .house, : and) 
treated us:with-.mu!i^ hospitality.aodiatbenibbQn.i'. 

The ladwB hare wear very hapdsome Turkish' 
^awlsj wi^out'.which no-woipan; in company, 
thinks hei^lf well dressed; they give ;frpiQ. 
£ve hundred . to two thousand rublesTorthem.t 
Mrs. Beshkakoff shewed me three, oneofwhicht 
cost eight hundred, another a thousand, and one 
twelve hundred rubles. The Russian ladies- 
dress extravagantly and expensively, and parti- 
cularly so at Moscow and Petersburgh; I am. 
told, usually in the French style, and with 
mach elegance and taste. 

Cobnel Beshkakoff very obligingly took us. 
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ez iveaan- amiMmar, 

in hill eanitige to fi<it tbe Momutciy. It wwi 
fimidad in tbe elMendi amUxy, and otlkd Peat-: 
cbmhey} bacaiue tfaeManJis &)niMTl^lmA..iD; 
peitctidni, o» eatterna. On «mv(«g tberCf tfaa- 
dnt objedt that «xcitiH AtentiM K the- a a wM.i 
hlag« of devils, «tt)ch in Wge (Miatiiiga atfahr 
thtoMeriw of <he bniMia^. Isbrlii*; alMd' 
to entef a habitation apparetttlj so gMtldAi, 
uotit a«My«d it'ftaa cH^tneatit to shew hew' 
pate aod'hoi^ laast he th« saaotuaij wheM tito- 
eviVgemUB ofttaali wjaa thiM isept witboal, and- 
not'tt)low6dafreti«MB<ee. '<'Wbere," fludthay,' 
" can these powers of ^hi»hB«f«- he H&efl^tially 
eta>hld«d, at in a plac« like thh, the KsidenM- 
and the Mpotdtory of Ktnntsl'' The iMerior of 
th!» hulldiBg pitsented « mtj dMereai Mp<^ i 
thelit6iil»wei«eii^g«dinpm]«r; itmrtippem' 
fltOcfi, ttttd fh6 solemn ^andeur of all ttOtiM^, 
iMpired other feetjngs than thesfe iMIi whteh 
«e had Viewed tti exterior, thegMtthdi** t««4 
«asceiBeei«tedb]rRetigfoii,iUidi«8pectftv«iii<e<' 
Uertbtatles. 

This Monastery is riijhiy fHHaifftiif aha its- 
Aunshterj-spfenffldy deeoiif«d;the bodj of 
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RICHES OffAti ftidMAaTBRT. 63 

It li tilnMMt e()«trea' wiai fxttnitgt, M& hit^ 
nlaiitd gM ofmnente; die cudleBttcki nid 
ehmMien are all of atsay Mlver, and eif- 
DreoMly -MlMble. TUe robes, and caps or 
mitres worn b; tlieir priests^ me most sopeib, 
tad hare been green in presents by digkent 
pwtsef the Imperial' Familjr, or softie of the 
vreahh; MUes, at different tines to the cfatirclii 
The Kbea are of gold or sHver broeade, wtj 
rfeh in itself, and emasiented, some b]^ borders 
efgeUvraA, others tcitbdee^ bordering oftieftrls 
and precious stones cf every deseripUott. I 
should in vain attempt to gire any idea eftheit 
BKgniBwoce: eae wait T«hted at 380,000 rubtesi 
When themble «fas at two shillings andsiXjietace t 
ethers at iaO,000 rabies, at 100,000 mUes, fte; 
Taloable cToeses areabouihibited>, aadtesta- 
sieus la covers ef solid gold, silveri brass, et 
sane other eirriaos er valuaUe Materials. The 
tthele richM uf the convent tfe^ary was estl- 
■sMsd at twenty-fire millions ot nihtes, when 
the mUe was half a crom. 
At thie manasCery are aba the ftmons eeia' 
tt, nrWch so nuny thrasaiids of inbtmiied 
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04 CATACOMBS. 

people in the Ruseifui empire, go m fixit to visit 
every year. The preparatioa for desceading into 
dii^ repository of the deful was mora solemn tbeoi 
the scene itself; for the monk acaraap^nyiDg us, 
related, such. incredible aDdridioulous aUm^'ot 
the sainta whose relics lay^ Uiere, that we must 
haye had a more tham common share of credulity 
to have believed them. Every person 'going 
down, into these vaults purchase a waix taper^ 
and haying lighted it, in solemn silence felldwa 
the Mopk, who, as he CfmdQ<)ts the victors 
throi^ diese' .vaulted "seiHilchres' of the: dead, 
opens, the ' ooffin lid, unf*:^ the' ^roAd,~ and 
tells::the'name:of tlie saint enshrined in UiatTre4. 
positwy : nopart of the body is to be seen, 'o£ 
course. the flesh i^ all wasted, and the bones 
(^ly :rctawin perfect, from having been coba- 
p|etely.;kept,.ff'om 'tfae.air ; the fitce-and hands 
are commonly covered with gold or silvet* tissue^ 
or brocade, or some kind of silk : ' a cap is placed 
01 the head, of the same material. The coffins 
are generally of Cypress wood, but sdtne of 
massy silver, vfery richly engraved. There are 
two or thfee . handsome little i^i^iels in t^teee 
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MlRACULDVft ABLATIONS. 6& 

ubtaEzaaeous fMuwafpe&, birilt by bmm of^tfa^r 
9Miit£i jand coDseorated Sat their houra of [Nrivate 
dewtioD. . . Several cells, ore shewn, where the j 
»a,; monks, in a vow c^ pentmce, have had theco- 
selves walled up, and only a little window left, 
at which the; received daily, their bread and 
Wfii^ti and there remained until their deaths : 
in one of the cella are the twelve masoas who; 
built the .church, and then entered as monks 
into, the Modasteiy. 

: Id e^other [4ace you are shewn the body, or 
rather the head and shoulders of a Inan stuck in 
Uie ground : in a vow of penance he.dug a hcie, in 
which hei placed himself, standing with his haiids 
by his sides, .and then had the hole filled, so that 
only his head, and a little below the shoulders, 
could be seen : here he lived (they say) fiftem 
years, havii^ food and diink brought to him^ 
and a lamp co stantly burning by his side: 
they still allow him a lamp, which burns day and 
night coDtinnaJIy, thongh be has been dead six or 
.seven hundred ^years ; tiiis, however, they can 
well afiprd to do, aa he brings a considerable 
abate of the riches of the Convent. The o^ he 
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fl» NT. AJIVONIOw 

wean is mippoead td work mirad^ sad osMow 
Aa cock ; aoeordisgl^, liimdredB eMus to viiik 
St. Antonio, and wear hia cap, yibidk is &»- 
qaraitfy Uw undoubted raeasB ttf rsstoringf b«ia]lJi, 
though not in tlie yny tbat ent^ttiusm and or»- 
itiity imagine, but by the simi^ prooeM «f 
being tiid cause of their taking unttsual exensim 
ifi ^ open air, and exereiBing also & teffiper- 
aaoe not h^kual to them. I BboHid not im^ 
to maition that St. Antonio is said t» Bink a liflk 
l»wer in t^ ground every yeK, and that the 
world is to be at an end hy the tMEio he eiMtfel^ 
disappeu-s. Aftiongit tiie winders which tbcrf 
teiate, this can sottce^^ be ciu»ed es Um 
greatest ; and if time in its mighty changes does 
not annihilate llbe Monastery of Peetehefskey, 
St AntOBio wiH probably not disappear, 4^1e . 
he continues so instrumental to the welMoing kX 
his bre^ren. 

Havittg so patticidarly mentioned the merits 
of Ms saint, let medoJHBtteetiiDlfte-edvefsi^Ny, 
and state, that all have their Vbtavies, and lh(A 
inoney lay scattered in every coffin, as if Ae 
golden age had returned', and man no longer 
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iMBSVkt, AT lUHV. 97 

oonliaiied't^'heap sonitd g«kl» or »qiiur«l id 
ludtoliMpbiw ta die wmlwts af li&. it i> 
retihMed diat &Qfa sixty to a himdred fthMmwd 
pilgmw, from «U pwta of tha Human etapin, 
nailtlu MonaslBc; at KJ«v. inmeyeat; tai 
liitieKme ti>e masks M«e iwm tlie aabaf 
«wi«a»dle«k is alanesuflaiwt lafiiitiiah (tai 
fwt <be wtabOshiaeat. 

TIm epiendawr aid nfuHmf <i the Gnak 
Cbmh ie Ttry iiii|>a«iig ; andtt isMtmocbW 
i» wmijerad at, tbat onr miada w bgnw mi 
Dunfonned, lite ead et ptieatboad baa attwnad 
Mcb away ; but U is laioMitabl* ta ee« Uw HI 
effects a{ a raligiwbiiilt wmi««d atawtbr 
tiw, tstbanefaUy pcnwled, in dw MPrai r<'°B- 
tice aad doctrines of its professora. 

Aftir iMvjsg tha Uawstttiy w« nwitiritb 
tlw C«kii«l to sM tha Aneaat, Bbiab ia an 
«ifle«di«(^ fiaft a^Mce of bilildiagiu and baa 
ia it awe* handled pitcaa «F diffaiaat aorta of 
««Man, oil kept to Ibe aaast aader : tbe kaglb 
«f oiia Kooaii vbare (be laige guns aie d»- 
(|oaiM> w about two bindnd jaada, fom- 
ing one side of the square, which within ^ 
t2 
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6S PASSING THB BARRIER GATES. 

building, is 200 by 160 ^wrds. It is built of 
brick, stuccoed without, and hu a yery^ good 
appearance. In passing through the hairier 
gates, and over the drawbridge, the postilions 
gave a sort of scream or halloo, which asto- 
nished me very much, and of which I conid 
not imagine the cause, until it was explained 
to me : it is principally used in the larg^ 
towns, as Petersburgh, Moscow, &c. where 
the constant passing to and fro of carriages, 
makes it indispensibly requisite to announce 
to the drivers of other carriages near, the 
passing of one through the gates; and the 
scream is prolonged, according to the rank 
of the person to whom the equipage be- 
longs. 

Before I quit the recollection of the Monas- 
tery and Church we bad been so much grati- 
6ed by seeing, I am induced to mention, that 
our quarters were at the house of a Jew and 
Jewess who had lately seceded to the Greek 
Church : they were not then baptized, but 
were soon to have that ceremony performed in 
pablic. 



Do,i,,-c,ih,.Googlc 



MANUFACTURES. D» 

The manufiictures of Russia are all far behind 
ours in the attaiomeDt of excellence. The Em- 
peror gives every possible encouragemehl to 
them, bat the owners and establishers of them, 
consider only their own profit, and not the good 
quality of the material, or the possibility of mak- 
ing it more generally useful. How they can 
make it the cheapest, and sell it the dearest, 
ate the two points aimed at ; thus, scarcely any 
thing bought of Russian manu&cture, is worth 
having: I ought I believe to except plate glass, 
as well as that of long.established reputation, 
the manufacture of linen. 

Near to Kiev, is a fobric of earthenware, 
which the gentlemen went to visit, and bought 
several articles there. This is considered one 
of the best manufactures, but tbey do not last 
like English plates, as the glaize wears off in a 
short time. All kinds of cutlery are very bad. 
The glass is tolerably good, and very well out, 
but not equal in beauty to ours ; it is, however, 
math more moderate in price : two tumblers 
boaght at Tchernigoff, of cut glass, and ex* 
tremely thick, cost three rubles ; and the glasses 
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to SIT£ OF CONTIIIEVTAL TOWNS. 

bought M Kier, are very lumleone sod good at 
twelve rabies per dozeo. The printed cottoM, 
of wtiidi almost the only mamilactureB are at 
Moscow, are very pretty, but will not bear 
washing ; they coimot attain die art of lixing^ 
the colours, as iu our prints ; and they sdl 
them, and all mudin ^ods, nmch dearer than 
we do. The population of Kiev may be stated 
at about twenty-five liiousand. 

I have before spoken <^ the beauty of the 
situn^on of Kiev ; and the toad going out, baa 
equidly fine and majestic scenery, with the 
entrance from the opposite side. The sitoa" 
tlon of all the large CoDtioeBlal towns, is 
^idently chosen for defence : of course the 
l«ftieit «pet», are those selected lor their sitos, 
had you scarcely enter any of these towns, 
willio«t having an imtneasely stec^ hill to 
ascend. 

On taking leave d the Dnieper, I dmild le- 
mar^, that the bear-4iuat, which Sonus so ex. 
cellent a diversion in Nc»th and Great Russia* 
is not blown south of this river. 

We passed one week at Kiev, and then oon* 
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tiuoed our joarney, makiiig Hiunao, a seat of 
the Counteu Fotosl^, our next deatiQati<»i, aa 
Mr. Y. wiabed to aee two EDglishmen resident 
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CHAP. VII. 

Road from Kiev to Human — Human, a Seat of 
the Countess Potosky — Visit to Mr. Henley, 
an Englishman, Steward to the Counteu — 
Tulckin, another Estate of the Countess — 
House and Oarden — BaUa — Stepp — Rus- 
sian Cottages — Odessa. 

From Kiev to Human, the road is very 
picturesque, but great part of it very daDgeroua, 
lying along the side of hills, which on one hand 
rise in majestic height above the traveller, while 
the other side presents a fearful and perpendi- 
cular descent. The road at this time was excel- « 
lent for sledging, and where the hills would admit, 
we travelled with very great rapidity, making 
S5d versts, or 236 miles, in twraty-four hours, 
with all the impediments of frequently changing 
horses, and UtiveHing over a hilly country. In 
this part of our journey, our Carriage had again 
a very narrow escape from being precipitated 
down OD^ of the precipices, owing to the wn^ 
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lestneu of the driver ; but a siq)eriiiteiidiDg Pro- 
vidoice has protected ua amidst dangers, - and 
supported ug amidst trials, giviug strength to 
tbose who needed, -and succouring the faint- 
hearted. With trembling thankfulnesB I look back 
upon the dangers we have escaped, and aokmnt*- 
ledge the Omnipotent Power who has defended 
OS throughout them. 

Mr. Henley is steward to the Countess Po- 
tosky : the other Ekiglishman here, is Mr. Wig- 
fal, a maohine-maker, who is also in the employ 
of the Countess. Mr. Henley is a married man, 
and has been many yews in his present situation, 
uid. by his care, and consdentious discharge of 
his duty to his employer, he has been able to 
bring up his family most respectably, and also 
to Imng into hig^ repate, the worth of English 
stewards. He has the civil rank of Majwyrand 
is a naturalized Russian. The present Mrs. Hen- 
ley is his second wife, and sister to the wife, of 
the English Consul al Odessa. I was received 
:very pleasantly by her and Miss Henliey, and 
experienced much kind attentiui from Ihem, 
^atmg the three days we remained at Haman. 
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74 iMrrBHTioii p«b hobsm. 

FVom tfaisploee ne frentto'l^ilehiti, anoAer 
TiHage tlw property of tbe OoaHtera Potosky, 
nliieh it aim uad^ the oaaimgement -of an 
English steW4Ml, n Mr. DaTison. Here we did 
Bot purpose sUiywg, bat unfbvtaBately' for m 
^ Coentess hdng here, aad having a gTeM 
deal ctf company with faer, (amongst tbem the 
General-in-Chief Benningsen), we «onld not 
get horses to pmceed immediately, aod at lost 
paid mogt extravagantly dear for then, - being 
obliged to Ure diern ef Jewi, to take us^fiom 
thence to BaHa. The house of du Oonatess at 
Tulchia is a fiae exteOBiTe hmlding^ fomring 
three sideB'Ofasq[uars, two etnrieR high, Behiad 
the house is a pretty garden, laid out in tbe 
fio^ish M:y1e, wiUi grottoes, caves, &ic. and it 
oennderable sum of money has been otpetided 
tt|WD it. 

To Baltawws our next point, and Imte we 
were again detamed for want of hones; and In 
a 'visit we made to apn^ri^or b«e, who Mat fais 
efodge for me, and received ue with edl lihiB good 
humour of Rmsiaa h(»pitality, it was proposed 
to send us forward with osem. Thisj however, 



Do,i,,-,-,ih,.Googlc 



POPVLATUMI BSQOVtOJuaUD. 7S 

with idl our •oquirod |iatieiiee nader the tUttcnl* 
tie^ and ia^dimenU of oar jauroey, none of a* 
thougfat we should like; ftod at ko^tfa webari 
gaiiied with some Raesiaos to take vsirom theooe 
to Odessa. Bakxk is the diiiieit town I ever 
saw; it ia a centric^ point where thne mada 
meetf and traT^lera being then jouTDeying to 
Kiev ibr the Contract, the namber of hofsca 
kept at the poet station was not sufficient to 
meet the aocidentaliacreaee of demand. Here 
we were obliged to ttdm oiur carnages off tha 
dedge>> and put them again on wheels. 

On leaving Balta we mtered upon a conntry 
de y^ reverse of what we had passed ; a rich . 
black soil, said to be most luxuriantly fertile. 
This, which is called Stepp, was a few yearn 
•go nearly the ¥^e of it uninhabited ; for the 
sake of UMreaung pepaladon, and its coaseqwot 
adva]^agef)us results, the Emperor has to some 
ptfsoas made grants of kuid on this Stepp ; to 
otkan he has sold land at a low rate, and it is 
atom, in ntany parts, getting rather tUddy 
pei^ded. 

Some equipages belonging to the Cennt 
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iiengeroD, which were aiao going to- OdeBsa, 
and. were before us on the road, had pre-oocapied 
the tracteers, and we were obliged to find quar- 
tera in the cottages of the -Russian peasantry of 
the villages through which we passed. This cir- 
cumstance we had no occasion to regret, as it 
gave us in all cases more comfortable lodging; 
and such provision or accommodation as they 
had, was also afforded with the good humour, so 
peculiarly the leading trait in the Russian cha- 
racter. 1 had several c^poctunities ofremarkieg 
the plenty and comfort of the Russian boor. 

■ From Balla to Odessa is 240 versts by. post- 
road, but across the Ste|^ 180 txily. From Balta 
to the Crimea is all Stepp. We travelled now in 
very different style to that of sledging ; the roads 
were heavy, and when we reached the town (tf 
Odessa, scarcely passable. We spent ten days at 
this place, in consequence oflearoing that a river 
we.had to cross was impassable, on account of the 
stateof tbeice. Mr. Y. was well bnown, in parti- 
cular to General Cobley, the Cofumandant, and to 
one or two merchants of the place. He had also 
a letter to Mr. Yeames, the Briti^ Consul, who 



™ih,Googlc 



tiTVATioN OF odbssa; 7T 

received as with the greateat atteatum,' find 
whose &miiy shewed mudi kiodDess to me and 
my children. 'We viuted General Cobleyalso, 
who is an Englishman, but has long been in the 
Russian swvice. Admiral Mordviaoff married 
th^ sister of this gentleman, and to this rarcam- 
Btance was owing his first entering, and subse- 
qiient promotion to Uie rank he now holds. 

' Tho town of Odessa is'a very flourishing sea- 
port, and a most astonishing place, if it be re- 
Boembered that aboat twenty years ago a few 
'fishing huts comprised the whole of its inhabi- 
tants, and that in 1S12 a third of its popttlal4<m 
was destroyed by the plague. It was founded in 
1796, and to the Duke de Ric^lieu, Odessa owes 
whatever of prosperity it now enjoys, or what- 
ever pre-eminence as a city it may hereafter 
attain. It is situated on a rock, and is very 
extensive, the style in which it is biiilt iualdhg 
it cover a large quantity of ground: the streets 
run in parallel lines. 

The bazars, or markets, oocu[^ two large 
aqoares at the eastern and 'western extremity of 
the town. The merchants have their warehouns 
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attocbwli ttt tWirhfMSBSt wIucIkium tum^ ^tkaw 
ooly ana sfaary highy «Abem «afi floos abov» llie 
^ttmvA. As DO perl of the towm iapwed^ it v 
ia vTBt. vutbec the dbtSeai frfaea I ewr ssw, *m- 
oept Balta; sod m BumiMMc the doil is aa inlfdA* 
nbla as the dirt in winter. Hen ib a fftMy 
ikeaAte, but the diffeteat maqncr of lighttng k 
makes it Hwoh less g^and pleuiMfi tfaeK«aiB ; the 
stage onty ta wall itlaminatetl, and the nst of the 
theetie alaio^t dark. ItaUaD opuirai^ uid Riunap 
aod Freaob pilars, ana^npiu-pn^tygaailstjla. 
. SoA tfaat which is most wnxttky of veiaaah ti. 
Odessa, b a. wry tine insliibition 6k tha edaeai- 
laoD of the yoiaig aai»latfj, called the I^^omhb. 
AH the laagiu^ea are taught here by iMfleeeat 
f»ofesso»8, and the variow aeoemplishaMmta »- 
ijuimL It is oomidersd a nihtanir «stab1iflb- 
nent, aoii ths>atadBDis latended fer the scsfaioe, 
flitfav ia the aav^ er itfae mtay^ have the rmak ef 
43adat giaca thcoi on thdr Ms^raMie^ A psEt of 
the institution is adapted for gii4s, andOeoNBl 
Ceblej^ dau jitter w«s heen^ 

7he gudeaa a* Odassa, «h«igk veqiUrii^aHMh 
ewe Hi their iii&ooy, jieti ac* aAcrwanda' «wy 
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pnAtteAvti itK^ryBem of ^ wil and etifMUb 
imkes ft loDg pcepatnticm reepmHv P» tbi» idmC- 
ing of trees ; but banog oace t&ken root, th^ 
mm be^ to bear, and jield abttad&Httj. As a 
proof of this abondBace, the prices trf' fruit the 
preeecfittg year was mentioned at Mr. Tearaesli 
table, as foHovr : CTfaerries ^hereef, six robkn 
per pood; the cemmoir sort three rabies per pood. 
Apricots twelve rubles per pood ; of these there 
are from nioe to twelve to the pomid. Peaches 
ten for sixty kopeeks. Orgies twenty to thirty 
kopeeks per pound, but were then very dear. 
Pears fifty kopeeks per pound, two or three large 
Benrre pears to a pound. Af^les are sometimes 
twenty-two inches round; those of the Crimea 
are the finest in flavour I have ever tasted, very 
similar to that we call the Ripston pippin, but 
with the flavour of the pine-apple. Some of the 
most opulent inhabitants have honses or gardens 
in the country, a few versts irom the town. There 
are some of these places very pretty, and they 
are resorted to as places of pleasure and amuse- 
ment. The luxuriance of the soil and climate 
may be ascertained by stating, that a tree grafted 
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in Norember, will frequently bear the mcceediag 
samma: ; the second year diey are sure of fruit ; 
and ^e third it is in full bearing. 

Ajs we now ai^ieBred to be drawing nigh, to, 
tlie close of our long and tedious journey, I was 
glad to take leave of Odessa, and be once more 
on the road, feeling confidrat that we should 
now meet with no material cause of detention. 
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Coblevka, the Estate of General Cobley, an 
Englishman, then Commandant of Odessa-^ 
I'^tmber of Horses, and Flocks of Spanish, 
and Ttegaiskie Sheep on Ae large Estates m 
<^ NeiglAourhood of Odessa — Ptmage of 
Ae Bog, over the Ice—Nicolay^- — Cherson 
-"Detention at the River Ingul — Post Station 
^Beresl^-^Passage of the Dnieper — Town 
of JPerekop—Salt, and Salt Lakes— Tchu- 
mdk Caravans — Akmett^t, or Sgmphero- 

' pol — Tatar Town of Karasubaxar — Arrwal 
at Karagoss. 

Our first da^i's jouroey took us to Cob- 
levba, the village of Geoeral Cobley, where his 
f^eward had orders to receive and entertain us. 
We staid one day and two nights, for the gen- 
jtlemen to see some flocks of Spanish sheep, and 
{taboons of horsps, in the neighbourhood. The 
pro^H-ietors of esates here, keep large flocks of 
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sheep and herds of cattle on their laud, as the 
easiest and most profitable way of consuming its 
produce. Two, three, or five hundred horses 
are kept by one individual, and flocks and herds 
ia {ffi^mrtioD. There is one proprietor in this 
country, who possesses an estate of £0,000 de- 
saiteens, and a flock of S0,000 sheep. He is a 
Frenchn»D, by name ReuVere, and is the origi- 
nal introdncer of the Spanish she^ into JSouth 
Russia. The Goveniment promised to give him 
B desaiteen <^ land fcnr every Spanish sbe^ he 
imported, and he agreed to bring 100,000, but 
completed only the half of vrhat he engaged to 
do. This flock was oat of our present roate, but 
ihey saw that of a Mr. Pictet, a Swiss gentle- 
man, living near Coblevka, who had 6000 or 
7000 Spanish sheep. . Mr. Renard's flock, at 
Karaneeka, was said to be 5000. The common 
flocks, or, as they are called, the Tsegaiskie 
sheep, are from Moldavia, and generally fhim 
1000 to 2000 in a flock. The management of 
these sheep is very difierent IVom the system 
pursued in England. They require being housed 
through the severe cold of the winter ; and are 
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kept witMn high walled ^ards, to piwrwt the 
depredatioDs of the w<df, wtnch h twre a fie- 
4]u6Ht nvBgef • 

The Bog, aft the ]^aee we oroaaed, ww three 
versts over. Our stay at Odeeia had beea pr^ 
loDged, ID eoasequeace of its heiag eoasidMed 
■ttsafe to pass, and it was oqIj Ibe retura of fraet 
two trights before we left ^at f^ce, drnt enoe«i» 
raged us to hope it ^ght now be praotioable % 
but when we reached the usual passage, we were 
fold it was impossible; Chait the U» was so 
t>raken up, do dkd would vesture to take «s. 
Mr. ReDMnfs vid^e, where we dept, was ^e 
Tents from tliis place ; aod Dot haviDg had an 
equal number of passengerB, rtie pass there ap- 
'peared more Ukely to be sade. ' IfaviDg -aaeer- 
tnaed this the preceding ni^ht, after au eariy 
WeiA:&8C we set out ibr that put ef our-expetU<- 
tton, wludi, from the Triable sterte Hf the wea- 
rier, and Ae account ef aectdeots that had 
teached m at Odessa, I had looked forward to 
wiUi moeh dread. The -carriages were got to 
tte rirer-side, and drawn over by a number of 
men; myself and &vc lAiildren', and ser\'ant, went 
ii'2 
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over, in sledges, with eig^t or ten men to eaoli, 
■to draw us, and the gentlemen walked. The 
ice was Uiawing fost, and in many [daces cracked, 
«Dd very thin; but in other parts, where they 
Jiad cut hde« for the purpose of fishing, the 
pieces of ice taken out were nine indies thick. I 
Mtin silent terror the whole way; yet feeling 
Adly confident that the power of Qod was all- 
sufficient to [Hotect us, if in his mercy he saw 
fit to do so. 

, . Divested of the danger, it was a beautiful 
.scene; but the greatest pleasure! experienced 
from it, . was reaching the opposite side io 
j»fety; and mudi reason had we to rejoice, a« 
vras immediately after proved We were com- 
jwUed to leave part of our carriages behind, un- 
til we cotdd send post-horses from Nicolayeff f(v 
ibem, and we learnt from the servants, that in 
one hour after we passed, two carriages going 
over with horses, broke the ice ; the carriages 
fell in, and the horses oarrowly escaped ; this 
ha[^)ened a second time, and again they had the 
good fortune to getiout After these, no carriages 
Vjcntared to Attempt passing there ; and th^ 
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breaking up of the rivers unaToidably caused 
some days* stoppage of the commuDicatioo. 
Sometimes a passage is cut through the ice for 
the feiry-boat, if the thaw be not rs^id euoogfa 
to prevent the necessity of doing it 

Nicolayeff is five versts beyond this passage of 
the Bog ; the road thither, a heavy sand. There 
is a good trade carried on in fish, of ^rhich a 
S^eat profiision is brought fresh to market, which 
is bought extremely cheap ; salt fish is likewise 
sold in large quantities. We purchased a sudac, 
weighing twelve pounds, for one ruble and twenty 
kopeeks, which in Englishmoneyis one shilling; 
or, one penny per pound. 

Here are a large naval academy, and an hospi- 
Uif both occupying a great space of ground, and 
having a very good appearance. There is also 
a small dock-yard, in which an eighty-four gun 
ship was then building. We staid for horses- one 
night at Nicolayeff, and then proceeded.- Tfaero 
are three stations between that place and Cher- 
son, where we arrived late in the evening ; but, 
finding horses, we determine to go forward, and 
the next stage brought us to the side of the river 
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lBgul> a branch ofiixe Doieper, The wind blew 
hard, luid the rain ( the first we had seen Huce 
we left Riga), fell heavily. As there wu a ooo- 
slderable quantitj of ice in the riv«r, and the 
night was so stormy, (the wind driving against 
the passage), the men refused to take as over ; 
which cotapejled us to renwio untU Um following 
day, 

I should in vain attempt to describe this mi- 
serable place, dignified by the name of a post- 
Btatiou. It locked like some rude hovel, the 
shelter of banditti, and the yemtcheks and peo- 
{Je about appeared as ferocious aud uncivilized as 
the place itself It was literally a large hovel, 
tt)e thfitch^ Foof unceiled, and the only division 
Or break in the length of it, was the oven or 
stove, which projected about one-third of the 
length of the room, making the space left on Uie 
side, dark and gloomy, while liie top of tho 
stove, or benches, in this darkened recess, served 
as a sleeping apartment for its inmates. That 
part of the hovel in front of the stove, was lighted 
by the glare of a large fire, burning in the oven, 
and shewed a long table, with benches on either 
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tide (or seats, its onl; faroiUire. Here it was 
impossible to lie down, or to venture in sudi 
cMupany to dose the eyes : I recollected the 
comfort of the Russian cottages, which we had 
before experieoced, and dispatched pur Rnsslae 
servant to $nd us quarters in the vlUage. He 
600D returned successful, and we exchanged tha 
most horrible place I entered Uirougfaout oor 
journey, for a neat warm cottage, (uxl die smiles 
of good humour and welcome. Here, upon our 
accustomed beds of hay, or straw, or on the 
benches around the room, we rested, and slept 
quietly till morning. 

The passing the Ingul was tedious, but not 
dangerous. We went over in one of the ferries 
which I have before described, and the floating 
ice alone caused any impediment to ns. Two 
stations more brought us to the town of Beres- 
laff. 

Throughout the last stage the road was ex- 
ceedingly bad, having to ascend and descend 
two or three such hills as, in the outset of the 
journey, I should have conceived impassable fiK 
any carriage ; and these were worse than any 



™ih,Googlc 



86 ARRIVAL AT BBBE«LAFF. 

we hid passed, on account of their being a stoo;^ 
rock, and the road exceedingly roagfa over them. 
On all snch occasions, out Knglish servant, who 
rode on the dICkey of the britchka, was our 
^^rd, walking behind, or by the side of the 
carriage, up or down hill, wherever th«e was 
any danger. It was late when we reached Be- 
teslaff, and still later when the rest of our party 
arrived, the drivers, who had set out nu>st ua^ 
willingly, overturning one of the kibitkas, and 
declaring that the wolves had frightened the 
horses, and occasioned the accident. 

At Bereslaff we bad to cross the Dnieper, 
which we were told was still not safe to go over, 
on account of the floating ice. We staid two 
nights here, and then, by dint of obtaining the 
interference of the Gorodnetchie, and shewing 
a billet given by Count Langeron to expe- 
dite us, w,e contrived to convince them that 
the passing the Dnieper must by this time be 
perfectly safe. We went over in a boat, which 
took two carriages at a time. The Dnieper is a 
remarkably fine river in the spring and summer, 
but at this period of the year it is shallow, and 
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lAadi naiToww: themelUng of the snow in th6 
spring, occasitxM an imineDse increase of the 
water, and it is then a majestic-looking river. 

We were dow seventy-eight versts from Pere- 
-Jiop, the frontier town of the Crimea, during 
whidi nothing worthy notice occurred. 

The town of Perekop is not large, and has no- 
thing remarkable to recommend it to notice but 
the salt lakes in its vicinity, from which last year 
(1815) four w 6ve millioD of poods of salt were 
taken. One merchant at Perekop has a heap of 
salt lying in the ground, and covered with 
straw, &c. to defend it from heat, that contains 
250,000 poods. The crown revenue last year 
from this was 3,800,000 rubles, the dut^ upon it 
being forty kopecks per pood.-. Salt, in Perekop, 
sells at fifty kopeeks, and any one sending a cart 
uid pair of oxen, may have salt from the lakes 
at the time it is tak^i oat, fwr paying the go- 
vemm«it doty only. - Perekop has a garrison, 
and is gorcrned by a mayor, or Gorodoetchie. 
After leaving the town, we passed by the lakes, 
which of course present nothing very striking 
to the eye at this time of year. Perekop stands 
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about the centre (^ the isthmua, which at the 
narrowest pert ia four versts from the Black Sea 
to that of Azoff. 

We passed oo our road several caravaus of 
Tdiumaks, or Little. Russians, with their ftmr* 
wheeled carriages drawn by ozea. The par- 
ticulur construction of the Tcbumak waggon 
is worthy of notice. The wheels are young 
trees, (elm, ash, oak, &c.), which being, cut 
down, are stripped of the bark, split, and 
cut into proper lengths ; these are put over a 
strong £re, tilt they are bent sufficiently fbr the 
two ends to meet. This (^>eration is effected 
by fixing them around a solid post, shaped for 
the purpose, which stands three or four feet 
above the ground. This work is often done in 
the woods, when the rim of the wheel is bent 
around one of the trees, and there they are 
shaped and burnt. Broad pieces of the bark of 
the lime tree, fastened to>the frame of the body 
of the waf^;on, s«ve to hold the contents, such 
as saJt and corn. Each waggon holds from one 
to two, and even two and a half tcms weight of 
salt or corn. The Tchumaks travel iu caravans 
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<iftwebtyor forty waggons, or even more, toge- 
^r; aad whenever tfaey uoyoke their oxen to 
feed them, they previoaaly dmw up the caravan 
to' the side, or out of the main road, foTming a 
square, or rather an obk>n^, with the waggons, 
placing them close together in rows, and leaving 
only a mffieient inten-al between the rows to 
permit the drivers to pass. The extraordinary 
journies which theae Tdiumaks undertake with 
their loaded waggons is very remarbable — set- 
ting out irom Riga, or other post-towns of tbe 
Baltic, in the spring, when the enow is dis- 
sdved, and travelling to Moscow, Kaluga, Tula, 
&C. and then to the Black Sea, with com, and 
returniug laden with salt in the autumn. 

For tbe coiiveyaoce of lighter goods, the 
(elega, a cart drawn by one horse, is used; 
and. the transport of goods in Russia by either 
of these tneans, is very cheap. 

ToAkmetchet, or Symi^ropol, is ISOversts. 
We staid here only a few hours, and it was a 
cold snowy day, which prevented my going into 
the town. The gentlemen went to call on the 
Governor, Mr. Beresdina, who has established 
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some manafactarefl on his property, and with 
whom Mr. Y. was pieTiousIy acquaiDted. One 
of them, a fabric for blue broad-cloth, of a 
very fine and good quality, at fifteen rubles the 
archeen, which is two-diirds of an Eoglieh 
yard. 

From Sympberopol we soon journeyed on io 
Karasubazar. This is the llrst Tatar town,: 
and is madi more singular than pleasing:, 
narrow and irregular streets, presenting a most 
extraordinary number of shops, occupied by 
Tatars, Jews, Armenians, Russians, and 
Greeks. For the sale of fruit alone, there are 
said ta be two hundred shops : here are dried 
fruits of all kinds ; apples in profusion ; nuts in 
great abundance, and so well preserved, that 
they are quite unlike, and much superior to the 
walnuts in England at this time of year. Therfr 
seems about the same number of shops for 
the sale of Tatar shoes. Every article of sale 
brought into the Crimea, is to be had cheaper 
here liian elsewhere. We staid a dt^y and two 
nights, and made purchases of provisions, &c. 
to carry wilh us to Karagoss, and reached that 
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place in the afternoon of the durd of February} 
most thankful to have completed our nndertak- 
ing, and arrived 4t onr Ipng-wished-for desti- 
nation. 
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Additional Notes made in returning Jrom Ute 
Crimea and Odessa, in the Route to Eng- 
land, on the Towns of Nicolayeff and 
Odessa. 

In my retoni from the Crimea to EDg;land, I 
repassed in the same track from Karagoss to 
Odessa, the places that in my route I have be- 
fore noticed ; but as I was resident two months 
at Nicolayeff, I subjoin a few particulars of 
that place. I could not fail to remark the many 
improvements of this town under the administra- 
tion of the present Commander-in-Chief, Vice- 
Admiral Greig, a man so high in estimation, 
as to be admired even by those who envy him. 

The office of Admiralty is held here, Uiou^ 
the rendezvous of the Russian fleet is at Sevas- 
topol. In the dock -yard we saw completed 
and launched a 74 gun ship, and several others 
of different descriptions were on the stocks. 
The fleet generally goes out about the month of 
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May, for a cruize ui three monthB, the Adorirel 
taking tbe commaQd for a part, if not IbB wbole 
of the time. 

Ad observatory is jost establi^d here ; and 
th«« is a public school for tike children of 
sailors and soldiers ; add many public ediftses 
for the different offices of government. Besides 
a large garden attached to the Admiral's house> 
of his own planting, there is a public prome- 
nade or gardens in the town ; and the [deasnre 
grounds at his country-house, three or four versts 
distant, are materially enlarged and improved. 
These are the resort of all the principal inhabi- 
tants, fmd always open. An extensive vine- 
^rd too has been lately planted, whit^ looks 
very healthy and flourishing, and from its 
grapes the first wine has been made at Nico- 
layeff, which I tasted at the Admiral's table. 
It may be imagined "cvhat an improvement the 
quantity of trees now planted is to the appear- 
ance of the town, where before scarcely one was 
to be seen. 

Tbe population is reckoned at from seven to 
eight tlu>usand stationary residents; ofsailora, 
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loldiers, shipwrights, &c. about five thouaand. 
According to (he f^nsus of 1819, thefe were 
1400 houses, but their number is daily increas-r 
iag. Their method of building cottages is both 
«heap and, expeditious, and very warm and 
comfortable when well ~ finished. The comer 
posts are of wood, proportioned to the size of 
the. house to be built, with light rafters and 
beams, and spars at regular distances for the 
walls, over which is laid, both within fuid with- 
out, a covering of reeds, and this is drawn and 
plastered ; the roof is of reeds also. When tfai» 
(dastering is dry they are white-washed, fmd 
the window-frames and doors painted, whidi 
renders them the neatest f»)ttage8 I have seen. 
In tbis manner the sheep-sheds, bams, and out- 
houses of the pretty estates that skirt the banks 
of the Ingul, are erected ; luid it has been esti- 
mated, th^ a very good farm-house of five rooms, 
with kitdien and out-buildings as above-men- 
tioned, may be built for IQOL or 2000 rubles. 
The wood for such purposes is bought in the 
timber-yards^ ready cut to a6y dimensions re- 
quired: it is reasonable and plentiful, being 
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bron^t here for GoverDinent id gteeX quaoti- 
ties: its quality is soft, and not v6ry durable. 
Both at Odessa and in the Crimea, it is conu- 
derably dearer than at Nicolayeff. The reeds 
are also bought very cheap: they grow up'the 
"Rog and Ingul in great quantities, and are of ao 
amaziDg size. 

The situation of Nicolayeff is at the confln- 
oice of the Bog and Ingul : the form^ is a very 
fine river, about three versts wide opposite to the 
town, and widening gradually to about seven 
or eight versts at its discharge into the tncHith 
of the Dnieper, which communicates with the 
Blacfc Sea. The price of transporting com from 
hence to Odessa, (in which market it always 
bears a better price), is about seventy or ei^ty 
Icopeeks per tchetvert. Odessa is 117 versts 
firom this place. 

The Ingul is a smaller river, but its banks 
are considered fertile and rich. ' The Stepp soil 
around Nicolayeff, is a good sand upon a yellow 
Ipam; in some parts on the banks of the Bog, it 
is a dead heavy sand; but this extends a short 
distance only. 
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The banks of riven are, in this neigbbour- 
hood, most eligible situations, on ficeount of 
the soarcitj of firing water, for whidh It is ofteo 
necessary to send a considerable distance, aod 
eaeh &mily, both in the town, and its vicinity, 
mn^ keep a water-oait to fetch its daily su[^ly> 
The water of the Ingul is never salt; tbt^ of 
the Bog is brackish when the wind set6 np 
the mouth of the river. From these two rivers, 
the ice-oellars of the Deighbotirbood are abun- 
dantly supplied ; and that which ia Bngland if 
ccmsidered a luxury, and brought only to tl^ 
tables of the rich and great, here cools the 
drink of the peasant, as well as his mutitr; and 
an ice-house is as essential here, as any of 
tike domestic c^ees are in England. I have 
seen the ice on the Bog, double the thickoetsb 
spc^eo of in my journey. 

The firing used here is either str^w, or kis- 
seek, which is the manure of the cow-yard, cut 
in the spring, and properly dried for the pur- 
pose : it is sold at twenty rubles per fethom, and 
is used for the kitchen. Straw is from two ru- 
bles, to two rubles and fifty kopeeks per load, 
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and is the only firing used here for heatipg the 
stoves. In nmny of the villages, near to those 
parts of the rivers which most abound with 
reeds, they coostitate the chief, or only firing ; 
yet the perfection of their stoves is such, that 
they . are always adapted to the matenal by 
which they are to be heated, and they always 
produce a heat which makes the rigour of their 
winters not felt in the house. 

The market of Nicolayeff is held on Mon<-: 
days and Fridays: it begins soon after day- 
break. Not only provisions, but all sorts of 
tilings are brought into market for sale ; more 
especially such articles as are either made by 
the sailors, or are worn by, or required for their 
use, or for the peasantry. The beef brou^t ta 
market here, is the very best I have seen in 
Russia ; the mutton not so good. In the im- 
mediate vicinity oi this place, there are few 
flocks kept, and those few are small ones. Of 
oxen they have large herds, these being more 
profitable. The butchers generally buy them 
poor in the spring, and send them, at a very 
trifling expence, to feed on the choicest Stepps 
h2 
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till antamn, when they are killed for their 
tallow ; the fore quarters are boiled down for 
the &t, and the hind quarters of, the bullock 
may then be bought to salt for winter lue, 
as low as two rubles, to two rubles and fifty 
kopeeks per pood, which latter is about seven 
kopeeks per pound. 

The fish market is most abundantly supplied ; 
in summer, in too great profusion for Uie con- 
sumption of the town ; in the spring and au- 
tunm they salt great quantities for winter pro- 
vision, and oD account of their fasts. The fish 
caught here, are the sturgeon, the beluga, the 
sudac, pike, carp, tench, thornback, bitcbkie, 
perch, Toach, dace, bream, whiting, plaice, and 
smnetimes turbot. Almost all fish here, are infi- 
nitely larger, as well as finer flavoured, than 
those of the same kinds in England*. 

Vegetables are all very dear, especially those 

* The lai^ett belugas caught ia the Ural, weigh oAea 
five and twenty pood, and yield five pood of kaviaire. The 
sturgeon are about n fathom in length; Ihe largest weigh 
five pood, and frequenUy contaia a pood of kaviane. — Toohfa 
Survey, vol. iii. p. l66. 
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which require attention in raiqiog, and much 
water ; and yet all may be ciUtivated on theStepp, 
except cahhages, which are bron^t from Cber- 
son to tiie Nicolayeff market, and are worth abo^t 
12 rubles tjie hundred. Ooions are brooght 
from the Crimea; so also are grapes and a^^les, 
and no fruit is abundant. ColoniEd produce is 
here, and in all other towns, somewhat dear. 
Crimean and Greek wines are to be had dieiq). 
French wines much cheaper than in England. 
Bourdeaux 25 rubles per vedro, ( 10 quarts) ; 
Marcellas 30 rubles per vedro ; ^erry aad Ma^ 
deira 35 rubles each ; brandy of two sorts, dis- 
tilled from com, the best of which is 14 rubles 
per vedro : there is also brandy distilled from 
fruit, which they call French braudy; this is 
somewhat dearer; and Cognac is 5 rubles the 
bottle. Malt cannot be Jwught except iu very 
small qnailtities, and that by favour ; but a &- 
mily who can manage to makie their own malt, 
will have; no interference from the excise officer, 
to prevent their brewing it, if it be for home 
coosumptipD^ aud not for sale. . This is equally 
applicable to all f^her parts of Russia. 
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At ihe time I wiis at Nicolayeff, there were 
several English residents, thong;h not all likely 
to he stationary there ; as some were employed 
in saperintending particular departments in the 
dock -yard, and were to go from dience to 
Cherton. 

I met at NicolayefT, one of those gentlemen 
v(4io were sent over to England somfe years ago, 
by the Russian government, to learn the system 
of English agricalture. He appeared to re- 
knember with pleasure, the time he passed in 
Bogland. The policy of a plan, which seeks 
the attaininent of knowledge by means unfitted 
for its end, is not very apparent ; and it is to be 
regretted, that men of at least cotnmon capacity, 
were not selected for the acquiring a systeim, 
which was Uiongfat deserving of so mudi trouble 
and eJcpence. I remark this, because it is not 
the only instance iu Russia, in which the want 
of skill in the professors, has radangered the 
reputation of that science or art they were 
expected to teach. 

I was here during the celebration <^^e great 
festival of Easter, whidi has been so w^l, uid 
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c(NnncUj 4estrtbed by Dr. Clarke, in his ac- 
OfHtiXi itiMfmaan. 

Ifound, oil reviisUiDgOdetipK, thAt ifa thew- 
tesmj of bur ifsajs, the xlterationB in tiiat ^bi» 
were verj fpxkt, and its irdprbvMaetite diosi 
striUig.- iik <d», i«s fiofMilation, its ioipdrt-' 
BMne, «ie daiily iiicareai^iig. The naitfber of its 
IdkntfitaMBfeoeireidiiBated at 40,000. In^ 
year 1819 seven baKlred fai)a»e«>J*v«t« buifc lA 
this town, and plans were laid out for eight 
hundred more the following year. In one year 
2000 ships visited this port, each of which took, 
on an average, 2000 tchetverts, or Russian quar- 
ters of com. The price of transporting it, rose 
in proportion to the demand,'and five to six rubles 
per tchetvert was paid by the.merchaat to trans- 
port the grain from the warehouses, (or, as they 
are there termed, magazines), to the quay. 

The price of corn in the Odessa marltets 
changes from 12 to 30, and even up to 40 rubles 
per tchetvert, according to the demand for it in 
the Mediterranean ports. It is seldom so low 
as 12 rubles; and from Id to 20 rubles per tchet- 
vert, may be considered a &ir average price. 
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qaest by the RussiaDs. He baa been followed, 
amoDgst other and better writers, byM. Reuilly, 
who accompanied Monsieur le Due de Richelieu, 
when he was first appointed to the government 
of the Tauiida. Reuilly was supposed to have 
been sent thither by Buonaparte, to sound the 
feelings of the Tatars, and ascertain the political 
state of the Crimea. His brief detail of the an- 
cient history of this coyutry is a recapitulation 
of the above-mentioned writer ; and in his con- 
tinuation of its history, he had an able coad- 
jutor and fiiend in Professor Pallas: never- 
theless, there are subjects where Ihe hasty 
judgment of aFrenchman is marked, or where 
the interval of time since he wrote, has produced 
change. 

These alterations it is my intention to notice, 
and to fill up the small space which other writers 
have left, by giving eome, though but an im- 
perfect account, of the colonization of New 
Russia, AT of the Taurida in genenal, of which 
HbB Crimea, it is weU Jcnown, ibrms hut a 
psoft. 

New Ruwna oon^DehcinU the go.vernnienttr.of 



™ih,Googlc 



COLONIES OF NEW RUSSIA. 



CHAP. I. 



Afyrodttctory RemarkM — Of Me Colonization of 
the Taurida — Division of the CoUmtttt— 
Boundary Line of Colonization — Of /Ae 
Odetta Colony — System adopted by the Rus- 
sian Oovemment — Time of the earliest esta- 
hluhmeatofOw Colonies — Poll-Tax — Power 
of^ Officers of the CVown «)«■ (Ae Boors or 
Peasants — Villages of the Crimea. 

The History of the Crimea has been de- 
tailed by many writers, from the rime of its 
earliest inhabitants, the Taarians, almost to the 
present period. Of these histories^ the most 
accredited is that by Sisterenchovltch, (a Polish 
nobleman), and published soon after Uie con- 
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certainly thrice as fertile as that (tf Eogland in 
general ; so much of ' which requires i^ficial 
help, and is made good and presierred so at 
great expence, while much is incE^ble of any 
great improvement But in the country we are 
describing, Nature reigns in her greatest Inxuri- 
ance of vegetation, and varies little in the ferti- 
lity of the soil. From the Don to theDannbe, 
from Poland to the Black Sea, the soil is, with 
few exceptions, a dark pubrid loam of great 
depth. This great colony likewise possesses the 
advantage of being traversed in ' almost every 
direction by some of the largest rivers in Bo- 
rope — the Danube, the Dniester, the Bc^, the 
Dnieper, the Don, and the Kuban; the smallest 
of which is in magnitude superior to the Thames 
or the Severn : the Danube, ;Dnieper, Bog, uid 
Don are alone navigable ; the remainder featiUze 
the colony through which they flow, but do not 
contribute to float its produce to the sea. 

Upon this lai^ and promising tract, the land 
measurers of the government, in the surveys 
which they were instructed to make,< were or- 
dered to set apart all the best spots, for the eCo- 
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Domical, or crown boors; and this was effected, 
hy fixing upon all the land on both sides of the 
great rivers above mentioned, from ten to fifteen 
miles on either side, right and left of the same. 
The allotments to each village, were of course 
granted in proportion to the number of the co- 
IcHiists to be fixed there, but, universally speak- 
ing, the quantity of soil thrown to each village, 
would appear to us to be extremely large, and 
certainly out of all proportion to the population 
established upon it at the time, or even com- 
pared with what it has become since. The 
colony of Odessa, or the district around that 
city, consists of nearly five millions of acres 
of land ; and as the whole contains only 180 lots, 
the size of each allotment averages 28,000 
acres : many villages are much larger, and some 
oif them have 100^000 acres, all of it fertile land. 
A village of the last named quantity, was gene- 
rally considered capable of supporting at its 
establishment, from two, to three thousand revi- 
sion souls, or twice that number of persons, or 
about forty acres per male ; or, at three revision 
souls per &imily, one hundred and twenty acres 
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per faoase. This pn^rtion, if we consider Uie 
nnTaried fertility ii( the soil, is unqueBtiojoftbly 
very great ; and the more especially, when it is 
farther conudered, that the whole of it vrafi a 
vast plain of pasture, to convert which into 
'firids of corn, required no extraordinary exer- 
tion or expence. 

The great misfortane which has e^^teared to 
<q)erate in counteracting the beneficial elE^cts, 
which might otherwise naturally have been ex-r 
pected to result from so munificent a distributioQ 
of the richest soil in a fine climate, contiguouifi 
to navigation, the sea, and g^at njar^ets, has 
flowed from the mode of fixing these c<4oDie£>, 
The feudal system beiog adopted, every faoufie 
in a large village was consequently huddled aoi) 
jammed together, with no other separatioii be^ 
tween house and house, than space just suffici- 
ent to enable the colonists to build their out- 
houses around a small yard. The evils resulting 
from this system, are in every point of view, 
great beyond calculation. To mention only two 
or three immediately affecting the colonist him- 
self, we may observe, in seed, hay, and harvest- 
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time, eadi family (leaving die old, and the Tenf 
^onng at home), qoit tite village, with their 
teams, seed, provisions, fuelj &c, and take up 
their qnarters from 6ve, to ten, w fifteen milei 
distant, until the vrork which carried them 
there, be fipiahed, whm they remove back to it 
again. 

Daring this iaterval, the shefdierd, the herds- 
man, the hogherd, each collect the live stock of 
the community, drive them to pasture, and back, 
and tend them in the field. Thus the murrain, 
and other distempers, have no chance of b^g 
confined to the spot where they first broke out, 
but ravage the herds and flocks o( an entire viU 
la^, in which it not unusually happens that 
three-fourths of the whole number are swept 
away. Fires (which frequently tidce plaoe), de- 
stroy whole villages in a single night, and often, 
with immense quantities of corn in the straw. 

At every revision or census of the inhabitaqts, 
the total quantity of land is regularly subdivided 
in such a manner amongst the whole number of 
revision males, that each has a part pn^rtiooate 
to the quantity to be distributed; but all of it is 
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intermixed. No&mily has the rigfatofsecimDg 
to itself the allotted share for any greater length 
of time than the space of one revision, that is, 
three years ; or for a fallow and two crops of 
corn. The population is then counted over 
again, and a fresh distribution takes place. Not- 
withstanding this apparently equal arrangement, 
it always happens that some boors in every 
village, by superior industry and fortuitous cir- 
cumstances, continue to be richer than the rest, 
and ihat others, by laziness, drunkenness, small 
families, and sundry accidents, remain in a 
state of comparative poverty : so that one boor 
frequently serves another, letting out his own 
labour and land to his more fortunate neigh- 
bours. 

This very system, however, having subsisted 
throughout every part of the empire of Russia 
from the remotest antiquity, it was not to be 
expected that any other, or better plan c^ colo- 
nizing their fertile deserts, could have been 
adopted. Bigotted as the boors are univer- 
sally allowed to be to their ancient customs in 
eveiy country, here the whole power of gov«rn- 
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meut wotUd bare been utterly imavuliiig, to 
briDg about bo great aa impEorement ai that of 
settlinjg each family iounediately oo the laud 
inU^ided .for .cultivation. The. adyaiita|i;es 
claimed in. favour of the Ruasiau plan of coloni- 
zation, over that now alluded to,' flows-'from 
the principles of despotic govemmeDt. The 
cultivators of the soil are daves, and as beaats 
of burden, their prosperity is oo otherwise con- 
sidered of crasequence by the goveroment <x 
nobles, than as they contribute to pay poll-tax, 
and furnish recruits to the former, and labour 
the landed property of the latter. It is obvious 
that these services are much more easily exacted 
from the inhabitants of a village, whose houses 
are built contiguous to each other, than when 
they are remote, and dispersed over a wide ex- 
tent of country. Added to whicb, is the supe- 
rior &cility of governing such villages; of calling 
them out to labour ; of watching their motions ; 
of receiving liie orders of the government or 
their masters, and especially of calling out the 
recruiits ; very few of which would be procured, 
if each fiunily did not watch his neighbours' 
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ftctioDS, io dtis, w in aamy other «f die above 
cased, and repmi Uieir obBervatifios to di& offi- 
cers (^ goTOramrart: all of niiidi am objects erf 
the very first magnitode*. It is, however, 
-ecpially clear, that agricaltere cannot Amri^ 
vuder suchoonditicMis; and the extraordiaaiy 
fisrtility of the soil, while liable to these ftBd 
other d]jeotionB flowing fh>m the same source, 
iias alone contributed to the support of this bar- 
barons system. 

' The earliest establishment of tbe colonization 
fifRessia ma; be dated from the beginning of 
Catherine the Second's reign. The revision of 
their numbers is taken every third year ; and all 
who are registered on the day of the revision, 
(whidi is ascertained over the whole empire at 
the same time), are liable till the new revision, 
to apoll-tax of five ruMes per male head, includ- 

* It is essential to remember, that io &U the demaads of 
the goveTDinent on the peasant, whether for personal service 
poll'tas, or recruits, &c. for the sum to be paid, the service 
to be demanded, or the recruit to be furnished, government 
calli, not on the individnal, but ifae villag«t so that if any 
be wanting, (he rest are liable. 
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tug all ages, v^ether Bdy of tbem die or sttH in 
the iDtennediote timo ; bnt, on the other haud^ 
all the oew-born are eMmpt duriog the Bune 
pariod. 

Tha boon are sobjedt to many Texatioes, from 
Uie abase of power by the offioeft Of the go^ra- 
xaeat belongiog to the Landed Tribuod. Armed 
with the most absolute authority, they are chiefly 
men of lovr rank and humble estate, and Teoeiviag 
salaries of from two to three, or foar gaineas per 
anDum, they have reoourss to all Uie abwDtdant 
means within Uieir power of extending that in- 
come. Apparently to deli^Br the orders of the 
police, though oftcfli to live in free quarters, 
these men we seen at all times, and in all places, 
pattiag: into reqairitim the boon and thi^r 
hcrtses, and galloping over the district, to the 
annoyance of tbe pedwont, wh6 is fpcquently 
called from the harvest field, or other important 
occupations, to famish the required duty. They 
eat and drink wherever they go ; and every pre- 
text is laid hold of to oblige the boor to furnish 
contributions of whatever he possesses, for them 
to cany home to their families. 
i2 
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' The advantages of their situation seem how- 
ever to overcome all the impediments in their 
way; and that the boors are increasing in^ 
wealth and population, is at once evident, from 
the immense supplies of wheat which (inde- 
pendently of Poland) are annually s^t from. the 
Russian colonies to the ports of the Black Sea ; 
and so superior are the Russians in number to 
the remainder of the colonists, that when com- 
pared with all the other settlements puttogether, 
they may be estimated in the proportion.of thirty 
to one. 

The villages of the Crimea are much smaller 
in general than those of the district north of Fe- 
rekop, .but the regulation of them is the same. 
The poportion of colonists to -that .of free settlers 
in the peninsula, is much smaller than \fi any: 
other part of this great colony. , 
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Governor- Oeneral t^ the Tattride — Qdvemor 
and Government of dte Krim-^Law Offices 
. — T%e existing Abuses in tkem — Causes 
thereof — Forms observed, in the several Jour~ 
nies of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia ^roughout kis Dominions — Right to 
purchase Slaves dependent on Rank — Civi- 
lizaiion promoted by e;very means, asid. the 
promulgation of Christianity sanctioned and 
encouraged by tlie Monarch, and the most 
powerful Princes of his Realm. 

'To the Diibe de Richelieu, the great bene- 
factor of Odessa, and of all New Russia, his 
frieDd'Count Lahgeron has succeeded, who b; 
virtue of his office as Governor-Geueral of the 
Tauride, is of course the head of the subordinate 
govemmeDt of the Kritn ; and to him appeals 
may be made, and petitions sent, as in our 
courts of law, referring from a lower toian higher 
judicature. The chief management of its affairs 
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are, however, vested in the OovernoT of the Cri- 
mea, who has his residence at Akmetchet, or 
Sympheropol. Under him are the tribunals of 
law, called the Zemskoe Sood, or Land Tribu- 
nal ; the O^aeznoe Sood, or District Court, for 
matters pertaining to the nobility; theOybem- 
slioe Pravlania, and a smaller court, which is 
attached to each hundred, called Pravlania, 
from the Russian word " pravet" {o set right: 
here lesser grievances are often adjusted, with- 
Plit the necessity of carrying the appeal to a 
higher court. The Zemskoe Sood, or Landed 
Tribunal^ is headed by an officer entitled Capi- 
taine Espravnek, or, as the Tatars and Turks 
call him, Kai-ma-kan. Below him are the 
Ztiaiedattfjls, and one of whom ii commonly or 
fireqvently a Tatar ; the others Russian. In iha 
district of Kaffa there are four of those, and at 
their coramand a cerl^ain Quotber of ^trapchieft, 
or elerks. The Espravnek is, or ought to be, 
of noble rank, and of wme consequenoe in the 
POUQtry, as the power vested in his hands i^ 
very great. 

The RussioM have a proverb, which rup« 
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thtu : " Sood hbeet Zolato, ah strapchie sire^o," 
w, " The aood love gold, and their clerks silver." 
As I quote from a Russian book published ia 
181S, I cannot be laid to satirize, when I confess 
my belief <^ their proverb being a true one ; and 
my knowledge that the goveroment of the Krim 
ia somewhat &mous for verifying it. ■" Which," 
said a geotlsman, who was neither an English- 
man or a Russian — " which of the two do you 
think most likely to succeed io this canse ? My 
friend is ivady to withdraw his claim, if it be 
not foimded in ju^ice and truth." This was the 
ioquiiy of a gentleman for his frimd, to one of 
the Zasiedattels. " How mnch money will yoiir 
friend give to have it settled?" was the r^ly. 
Whatever strictness or cons(^ntiona dealing 
na^ the beads of governBent in the Crimea, 
the uaderiiogs, wfaolrve upon snob small i^laries, 
take a watchful advantage of every oppoctuaity 
for increasiDg then, whidi their alixott noli-' 
■aled autiiorky so frequently presents them with.' 
" I cannot take yoar money for what I am g<nng 
to do," said one of them, wbcA a twenty-£ve 
nible note waa oibred to btm — " it is my dnty 



™ih,Googlc 



120 COKR0PTION IN OFFICE. 

to do it; but if yon choose to make me any 
preseDt" — a bow, which promiaed acceptance, 
finished the q)eech. : 

The salary affixed to the office of EapravDek 
is 250 rubles per aDQum ; whi(^, it has been 
confidendy said, that he is able to stretch to 
10,000. Whether it be reallj the catfe, that he is 
gifted with the touch of Midta to such air extent^ 
I have not authority enough to v<Mich for ; but it 
is an undoubted &d;, that his nominal income is 
Teryimnch below what he really receives, and 
that all above the sum allowed by government, 
is extorted from the Tatars, or received by way 
of }n:eBent, which the donors in most cases' ace 
compelled to make, to avoid worse consequences. 

They have another psoverb, which will speak 
for them better than I can — it is this : " iV%6t> 
Vicokie, ah Qocydar dalokie;" or, " Heaven is 
hi^ and the Emperor is a long way off." Yet 
the portrait of his Imperial Majesty is set t^ in 
all their law offices, and all heads are uncovered 
with the greatest rev^vnce to the. picture, and 
an outward demeanour kept up, as though he 
were indeed present to behold tiiem ; they, how- 
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ever, tenaciously remember, " Oocyder da^ 
iokie!" This corruption, as may be reasranUHy 
expected, defeats its own purpose ; and the man: 
who mi^t. posraUy remain for years imdistarbed 
in tbe same office, is quick^ removed, with the 
hope of obtaining in another, a better and more 
feithfiil. servant. The causes whidi contribute' 
to this depravity are several; but chiefly the 
Tei7 low salaries which, ' in the civil service 
especaally, is awarded to the' servants of the 
crown; and,* according to:tbeir own proverb, its 
di^ance from Uie seat of government makes cor- 
ruption and fraud more : easy. Another cause of 
this monstrous depravity is eminently owing to 
the total neglect of ewry species of education 
amongst the Russians; for this description of 
people positively know nothiog more of it than 
bow to hold a pen, or how to copy or scribble 
TOluminous reports, and other documents of their 
numerous tribunals. 

In an empire so ejUensive as that of Russia, 
whatever be the efibrts, whatever the wishes of 
Um who governs, it is scarcely, to be expected 
jthmr influence, so powerfully felt at the centre, 
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can extend with equal force to those distaBt (wo- 
Tinoes, nliioh his smile seldom visits, his pre- 
sence rarely dieeis. Yet here, thoagb d^navil^ 
narks so many iDdividaals, and they mar the eo- 
deavouTs vrhich the Emperor is oontinually nak^ 
ing for the universal benefit of his subjects, eveo 
here, he is belored and respected, revereaced 
and obeyed. 

His visit to the Crimea was a mbject <tf jc^- 
fol expectation before it took place ; aad the 
mild and coDciliating manners of this most pow- 
erful momrch, woo the hearts (^ the humblest of 
his subjects : few there are who do not boast of 
having seen the Elmperor Alexander, abd not a 
fiew who had the honour to c<wverse with him. 
Divested cf the parade of state, he travelled 
wiUioBt any military esccvt, and won, or s»« 
cured the confidence of bis people, by ^at ha 
evinced in them. Yet, to man is allotted ha 
good without alloy ; and the same sbd which 
iMorisbes and brings to perfection the healthy 
and Mitritious plant, draws np also the most 
nosioas weeds. As, however, onhivation ovev- 
powws and dertroys tfaeir number, so> the gpwa d - 
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ingof cmlizatioD, will lessen maoyof the moral 
tmU which BOW exist 

l%e manner in \^ioh his Imperial Majesty 
tmvels, and the forms observed dironghout his 
journey, it may be well to notice. Prerious to 
bit departure from the capital (where he is sel- 
dom very long stationary), the route he deter- 
mines to take is mfu>ked out, and those places at 
which he will stop ; to these are affixed the date, 
and time of the day he purposes to be there, from 
which he seldom deviates : of this list, several 
copies are printed, and distributed to Che dif- 
ferent governors of provinees through which the 
Imperial suite is to pass ; the govemrar distributes 
these lists to the Espravneks, and it isUieir duty 
to assemble all the horses of the district to the 
different statiMM, to be in readiness htfyre the 
ai^inted time. This, in a district sometimes con- 
taining 20,000 souls, is no inconsiderable office ; 
and in the Crimea is said to have afforded a 
golden harvest to those who had the troaMe of it ; 
fertherich and noble bribed high to be exempted 
flwm sending their horses, and those ot the poor 
e»1y wen sent to this service. 
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Tbe Emperor's suite on .this occasioD, con- 
sisted of twenty-three carriages, air of which 
were drawn by eight horses, exc^t two or three' 
occupied by the domestics, which, had six oaly. 
The carriage of a;general.oflScer precedciii.theini- 
perial carriage, that all might be. in readiness, 
and the work of changing horses was almost in- 
stantaneous, where the Emperor found no in- 
ducement to delay. 

No foreigner can novy purchase slaves in Rus- 
sia, and a late excellent ukaz has enacted,' that 
a Russiad, or naturalized subject, must ha,ve 
civil rank, equal to that of Lieutenant in the 
army, or one degree lower only in the jnijitiffy 
service, to admit of his purchasing an estate, 
and consequently possessing slaves. Formerly 
the wearing a sword, which, - raising a man oiie 
degree above the private or common soldier, 
constituted him a noble, was a privilege that 
also gave \i\m this power of purchasing prc^rty, 
and possessing slaves. ' > 

The nobles, however, may sell property to 
their own slaves, who thus, through the fiiycwt: 
of die monarch, are encouraged: and stimulated 
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to iodastry, by the promised reward of freedom. 
The abridgmeot of this right of purchase, by 
slow and gradual means, is one of the most 
needful steps towards emancipation ; and while 
his Imperial Majesty thus forwards, and endea- 
vours to promote this christian work, he sees 
the necessity of civilization going hand in hand 
with ireedom. 

The free-bom Briton, will perhaps think it 
impossible, that emancipation should not give 
happiness the moment it is conferred ; yet, 
certain it is, that the' Russian peasant is hap- 
pierj and has fewer wants unsatisfied,' than the 
peasantry of that country whose liberty is her 
boast ; and we had, during our journey across 
the Continent of Russia, more than one pro<^ 
g^ven to as, that this blessing, in the hands of 
tiiose who know' not how to use it, soon ceases 
to be valued, ' even by themselves. — '* Take os 
back-again to your service," said the slaves of a 
Polish nobleman of high rank, who had g^ven 
freedom to one of his villages — " when we were 
with yon, we wanted nothing ; now we are free, 
we want every thing!" — So true is it, that the 
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Ruarian, accoitomed from his infiuic; t6 findidl 
bis waota BoppUed opoD the estate to which he 
belongs, is too thougfatlan and imfwovidenl, to 
have thecareaodpToyiaton&ra&inily, devc^Te 
upon faiiiMel£ 

That diTilisUion will not raise the Ruasiaa 
boor to a more respective nmk in the scale of 
human existence, who can doubt? It is the 
want of light, and not the iacapacit; to receive 
it, whidi makes hiu what he i& The progress 
of civilization moBt, however, be slow in (his 
vMt empiie, even though every incitement be 
i^ven by him vdio is uBrrersally beUeved to have 
^na best intarests of his snlqects at beait. The 
iaereafied ftdJity afferded to commeMe, die 
eaooungeBient given to fbreigo settlers, the 
Heady attentioti shown to strangers, die aid 
gruited to publki woHcs, end iho increase of 
manafiictures, all speak an awakened, and aa 
anxioQS attentioo to the publio good. Know- 
ledge, though she alowlj dawa in the Rassiaa 
horieon, will yet spread iacreasiag In-ightiiess 
ovier their hemisphere. The bigot bonds of die 
fRiestbood will be famiceB, the interest of tiie 
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nobles uaked with thai of die people, and in- 
daBtrf will supply the increasing wants, wtridi 
fireeclotn nrnst produce. May we not with san- 
guioe expectation look for such a result, when we 
see Christianity assisting, by her pure and ener- 
geticlight, todispel the gloom of ignoraoce, and 
find the cause supported, not only by the mo- 
narch himself, but ako by the most powerfiil 
princes of the xealca, and the digiutaries of ti» 
tdiisch, who with a most hmonrable seal harc 
•given their sanction, and lent their aid, to those 
who,' knowing and estimating the important 
truths of religion, desire to spread wide the 
blessings, and dispense its gifts around a dark 
and sinful world*. 

* Amongst miny of the uncivilized hordes subjected to 
fiusiua, missionaries are now lesiding, and schools are estab- 
lishing. The ooTtheni, the southern, and the eastern extre- 
mities of this vast empire, are now visited b; these messea- 
geis of peace; to those who were in darkness, a light hath 
sprung up, and the rose will yet bloom ia the desert. 

Since I left South Russia, the establishment <^ two mis- 
sionaries in the Crimea bas taken place ; and the Missionai; 
K<^ter of January 1823, states the return of the Sultan 



™ih,Googlc 



]28 MISSIONARIES. 

Katte Ghery to the peniiuula, nho in company wHb Hr. 
Lewis Way, and a Polish Rabbi, riiited it during my mi- 
dence lber« : the school now prt^msed was ttten talked of. 
That the Tatars will be won to confidence by the mild and 
gentle demeanour of christian ministers, I feel little doubt; 
and this confidence once perfected, and schooU established 
with any success, a more abundant harvest may be hoped 
for from tlie Crimean Tatars than from any other of the Ma- 
hommedan subjects of Russia. The residence of the Sultan 
(the acknowledged descendant of their Khans], may be ex- 
pected to have great we^t and influence in favour of the 
cause be has engaged in ; and 1 am ' induced to think, uo 
missionaries will have fewer hardships and privations,- or iewez 
Impediments to contend against, than those of Crim Tataiy. 
Should the one great difficulty of exdtiog (he Tatar mind to 
active enquiry, be accomplished, we ahall perhaps soon have 
cause to rejoice in the fruit of their labours. Since it hath 
pleased the Lord of Ibe harvest to send forth these his la- 
bourers, may he bless their miubtry with mcrease, and tta- 
tisfy the poor with bread. 

I subjoin from Baron deTott's Memoirs, an explanation of 
the rank of Sultan. 

" The word Sultan is a title given to the Oltomau princes 
bora while thdr fathers were in possession of the throne, and 
to those of the Gmzuisian family. It is pronounced Sooltan, 
and no doubt is the same with Soudan, which in Egypt may 
signify king ; but in Turkey ot Tartary conveys no idea of 
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soTCreign luthority. "Hie title of Chim (or Kbto) is ai 
by the wrereign of the Tartant, and is equivalent to that of 
Siah, which signifies king among the Persians." — " The epi- 
thet Sultan, therefore, is bestowed <hi him who enjoys the 
right of succession ; and this, by the IVirkttb law« belongs to 
the eldest of the bnily." 
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€emmi»ai9ttforEixammn0 Ae Titkt »fX)i^ntUd 
Lands — Size of Estates in (Ae CWmwo— A»- 
come Tax — T6e Government of f&e Penin- 
sula somewhat more independent than other 
parts of Russia — Of the Merchants, and the 
Rules and Regulations to which they are 
subject^ Of Recruits — Sea-port Town of 
Kaffa, or T%eodosia — Its Oovemment — 
M. Engell, a late Oovernor~~Revenue — 
Comparative Statement of its former Splen- 
dour, and its present Coruiition — li-ee School 
— Museum — Trade. 

The CommissioD foT examining the titles of 
disputed lands, called in Russ SpomiS Com- 
missi4, seems to have been very unsnccessfbl in 
its labours; Uie boundaries of estates in the 
Crimea are still very indistinctly known, and 
many, if not most of them, are involved in a 
peiplexity, which appears to be hopeless from 
its long continuance. The size of the lai^;e8t 
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MtotCB in the Crimea, are not to be compered 
with those of the colonies on the northern shores 
vi the Blacb Sea, and Asoph ; but they greati; 
exceed oar ideas of a large estate, some few con- 
taining twelve thousand desaiteens, or twenty- 
eight thousand English acres*: the smallest 
ones, from five hundred to one thousand de- 
saiteens. The only tax paid by the proprietor^ 
is that opofi income, at the rate of six per cent. 
The government of this peninsula, though in 
most of its forms similar to that of the other 
provinces of Russia, has yet some peculiarities 
attaching to it, which make it more indepen- 
dent, and consequently as a residence for a 
stranger, preferable to many parts of Russia. 

It is aot absolutely necessary to be natura- 
lized, or become a Raasiao safaject, to be an in- 
habitaM here ^ except for l^e merc^nts, who 
are required to enrol themselves in one of three 
classeS) according to their means or their wishes. 
In the 6rst of these, they are expected or sup- 
posed to possess propo'ty in the town to which 
iJav^ beloiig, to the auout of 20,000 rubles; 

• The Russian desaiteen is 2i English acres. 
k2 
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— the second class, to the unount of 10,000 ;— 
and the burghers, or lower class, 6000 mbles : 
of course I refer to the towns of the Crimea. In 
Russia Proper^ the capital necessary to become 
a merchant of any of the guilds, is considerably 
greater. This however is evaded, and not so 
much for the casual expence to which it subjects 
them, as on account of the fetters it brings with 
it ; siQce a person thus naturalized, cannot leave 
the empire without giving acceptable bond for 
his return thither. 

There are, however, many advantages which 
the government have the power of giving to 
those who come under Uieir protection, and he 
who consults his interestiather than his inclina- 
tion, will do well to accept it. The first two 
classes of meTchants are exempt from furnishing 
recruits; but die burghers find them; and the 
price of a recruit, rises in proportion to the num- 
ber demanded by government from every hun- 
dred male souls; varying from 1200 to 200O 
rubles. In the late war, five recruits from cne 
hundred males, were levied annually. This 
fell with great severity on the large as well as 
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die una)l landed proprietors, and the ^ue of 
a reoruit rose in maDy places much higher than 
what I have stated here, notwithstanding Uie 
senate had fixed the price of 1260 rubles for 
one. 

The RussisLQ merchants may be considered as 
forraiog an intermediate class between the nobles 
and the peasantry. Those of the first guild or 
class, are said to rank as Majors in the Civil 
Service ; while the lowest class includes all the 
petty sfaopke^rs of every description, who 
equally donominate themselves kopetts, or mer- 
diants. 

The town of Kaffa has a Nachalnek, or Chief, 
of its own, who is commonly, though improperly, 
designated Governor. His jurisdiction extends 
to ^e town alone. The late Chief, M. Engell, 
a man highly calculated for this appointment, 
reformed many abuses which had crept into the 
quarantine and customs, and exercised a watch- 
fill care in behalf of the government, which was 
folt by many who bad before acknowledged, in 
the words of an officer, Ibe Director-General of 
the Quaruitiqe, " Ilfaut voler, Mmsieur!" 
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The produce of the costonis io the year 1818, 
was 250,000 rubles; but in the adminigtra- 
tioD of this govenior, it iucreased to 700,000 
mbles. Such was the difference between honesty 
and comiptioD ! 

M. Engell, afW his first year's administra- 
tioD, went Co St. Petersburgfa to give an acooant 
of it ; and previoos to his departure be dedared 
in public, that if he could not permiade the go- 
vernment to give their consent to the execution 
of some plans he had formed for the advantage 
of the town, he dionld never return to it. Hs 
did not succeed ; and another was appointed to 
the ofiice, which he had once avowed it was the 
extent of his wishes to £11 honourably, and fix 
whtch he had dedined the offer of a more lucra- 
tive or honourable post. 

This gentleman also endeavoured to effect an 
alteration in the terms of tenure, which, if it 
prove successful, will greatly enhance the v&loe 
of estates, and be a spur to the sluggish spirits 
of the tenantry. Upon his own estate, he had 
demanded from the Tatars fifty kt^teeks per 
head, per annum, for .every ewe ^leep and laml^ 
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nod tw« rabkif) |>w bead fer ««c!fa worlavg oi; or 
now aad culf; smaSw oftUle to pi^ &om fifty 
JeofweU to om nii]4«> aooordiag to theur ege. 
1 left theCrisea b^«ro tbe effect of this airaage- 
mteU could t>e Jvevni ; but I ^ve udcc heard> 
that die Tators cootidwed it as nwei as it wtw 
fprMiwe, awl umui; fiuailies left the pr<)per^ 
u conseqaoKe. . 

To 4h* town of Kaffii bdoags twenty thousand 
vksaiteeDi of laud ; origiiMilly ten thousand only 
iwve granted, whidi bam been, by Um intovst 
and 8olicitaiioos«f different goveraon, increased 
to the present t]uaBtity. This, however, pro- 
daoea only a revenue of two tbouswid five hnn- 
dred n^lss, it being a Ihin gravelly sinl, aad 
gvowiag generaUy vmj meagre cn^ of oornj 
but it also grazes several thousand sheep in Uie 
•pnng ^id eariy part of the summeff. The revenue 
b( this town-land belongs to the magistnuy, and 
is spent in town obtorges of Twrious descriptions. 

Ka&, so called by the Tatars asd Latin^ 
and by the Russians aad Greeks, Theodosia, on 
tbs aufi|K)atioa of its being the site of the an- 
cient Gfeek town o( that name, was in its |»os- 
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pent; under die Genoese, oft«i desigDated Krim 
Stamboul, or CoDstaotinople of the Crimea, and 
by the Tatars has since been, and is even now, 
very frequently called Kutidiuk StambonI, or 
Little Constantinople. HThis place, it is said, 
once contained within its walls 36,000 bouses, 
and, including its suburbs, not less than 44,000. 
In the year 1780, we are told it had only 100 
houses, and in 1800 it is stated by Dr. Clarke to 
have had a population of only fifty families. (This 
I cannot conceive to have been correct). Since 
then, ^e dreadful havoc of the plague of 1812 
has depopulated its houses, destrc^ed the pro- 
perty of every individual, and for a time seemed 
to have annihilated both Uie means and the 
spirit for commerce. At this period it lost 3000 
persons. 

But the alterati(m which a few years caa 
produce, is seldom more strongly evinced than 
on the shores of the Black Sea : scarcely a sea- 
port around its confines that is not capable of 
brining incontestible proof of this ; and chief 
of all of them is Odessa in its present state I 
That, with the return of quiet and confidence, the 
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reTival of oommerce should talie place, was 
reasonably to be expected, particalarly as the 
ports of the Crimea afforded such &ci)ity to tfae 
navigator, and especially Uie port of Kaffii. That 
its traffic is reviving, and its ^population rapidly 
iDcreagiDg, is unquestionable. In the year 1820, 
no less dian fifty houses were built at Kaffa, and 
the incorrectness of my fiHrmer statement in the 
population of this place, was in under-rating ita 
Buinbers, since it ccmtaioed in that year ( 18S0) 
five thousand inhabitants, without including the 
garrison, which C4»isist8 of ftom twelve to fifteen 
hundred men. 

Peifai^w I have equally under-rated the popu- 
lation of Akmetchet, which I doubt not, accord- 
ing to the latest revision, must also have in- 
creased materially in number. KafiGi has a free 
school oadowed by the Emperor Alexander, 
whei^ five different languages are tau^t: 
Russian, Turkish or Tatar, Greek, and I be- 
lieve, Italian and French. The Sclavonian 
language is also taught, but its stody is confined 
to those intended for the church. Here is also a 
small museum, established l^ M. Bnmefiskey, 
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vrlwii fae was NachiiDeck of the ismm; hnt k 
eoatakis naCAung of nste, sod is said to ham 
been pillaged. 

The diurches of the Crimea are poor, and basr 
tio oompariion with those whictt in all the priiit- 
oipal towns of the ContioeDt oiarlt the lofie of 
■pleodoar and pomp, in bodi the Greek eod 
Latin churcbea. Hoe periifqw I ought to esoept 
the HBTT and magDifieent dnirch recently erected 
at Sympfaeropol, UKNigfa, for vrant (^mmey to 
fioi^ it, it is soflpeoded in ite execution, and pe» 
mains ancompleted. 

The trade of the town of Kaffa ccnufits chiefly 
in the export of wheat ; beside wbidi bailey, 
salt, and a few manu&ctures in iron and wotdleo. 
The impwts are somewhat more numerous: 
Greek wines, dried fruits, Turkish stafia, sillu, 
and other manufactures, raw cotton, and a few 
copper utenits (smuggled). , 

Some Italian and Freach products find admis^ 
sion ; but the chief articles sold in their ^ope 
are of Russian manufacture, and broug^ fnan 
the interior, or else Torkidi, either from Constnnt- 
Utu^ or Trebimnd. Kaffa is ioferiior to the 
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Other towns of the Crimea, Id point of local 
situation for communicating with the interior of 
Russia and Poland; wid the peninsula being 
inhabited by the non-consuming and non-pro- 
ductive race of Tatars, its materials for foreign 
markets are very insignificant. Even in the great 
article of wheat, for the growth of whicb it is so 
peculiarly well adapted, both from its soil and 
local situaUon, it adds but a mere trifle to that 
immense qoanti^ wfaieh is soDoetimes shipped 
frem Kafia and Kosloff; almost evei7 grain of 
wiiicfa is brought into the Crimea to be ei^ported 
from those two towns. 

Three hundred years before the Cftriettan MrA 
the tmde of Tbeodosia, in wheat, for Athens 
and «tber ports of the Mediterraneaa, was tax 
greater than it is now : probably in a twenty- 
MA ratio greater ; and all of it grew in the penin- 
sula: but it was then inahbited by a race of men 
verydiAsrent from the poor and sluggish Tatars. 

nniere were no Consuls resident at KaAt, at 
thetimel left, buttheappointraentofaDEngfisfa 
Viee-Consul there had long been spdcen of, and 
has probably taken place. 
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Of the Nogay TeUars—Tkeir chief Settlement, 
particular Habitg, ^c. — Oreek Colonists — 
Present Cheek Settlers in the Krim — Ckct- 
rcxter. Occupation, Dress, and Manners of 
the Women — Marriages. 

I NOW proceed to ^ve some aocount sep*- 
Efttely of die other coloaists. After the great and 
little Russiaofi, the Nc^j Tatars, Greek, and 
Grerman colonists ma; be next classed ; but in 
point of Dumberg, it is doubtful which should 
have the preference : they may be reckoiied at 
from twenty-five to thirty-five thousand inhaU- 
tants in each col<my. 

"Hie Nogay Tatars, if not the original inhabi- 
tants of the country, at least wandered over th» 
immense Strips of New Russia, with their tents, 
flpcks, and herds, at the time of the Russian 
Ccmquest, and for ages before : this remnant t^ 
the Nomades ctf Nogay Tatary, are now col- 
lected together in a nambra of villages, of a 
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somewhiU similar descripii<Hi, (diough mndi 
meaher abd dirtier bnildiags) to those c^ the Krim 
Tatars. They inhabit that part of the Taurids, 
which DOW goes by the name of Molodmia Voda. 
The government have at length conqnered the 
inveterate prejudices of this wandering horde, 
and induced them to lay aside their roving habits, 
settling them in villages, and inciting them to 
ciilttvate the ground. They are, however, of all 
the colonists, &r the worst cultivators; and are 
still, much/addicted to grazing large flocks and 
hmls, and nnmeroas studs of mares. Under 
tlie encotiragemeDt of government, agricultiue 
ka»t nevertheless, much increased amongst them ; 
arising in a great degree from the high price of 
wheat; and large quantities of this grain are^ 
now annually tran^rted irom the interior to the 
seaside by these people. 

The moral character of the Nogays is of the 
worst description, and there is hardly any kind 
(tf nuschief which they will not perpetrate. In 
horse-stealing they have no rivals, the Cossacks, 
in this respect, being much their inferiors. It is 
a trade which they practise wiUi great suooeas. 
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and mud) profit. The plaa they follow is, to 
«teal horsefr fttnn the neighbouAood m wfaidi 
tbe;f ivte, and take them to dw Crimea tasall: 
Ime they steal otiiws, which they dispoge of 
in their own neigbbouriwod ; and altboDgfa thii 
traffic ia notorious, and has been carried on to • 
great extent for man; yeant it ie rema^afole 
hvw they manage to evade or satisfjr tbe cheers 
of goversmenly the more especiaHy, as Uiere ia 
a fenry at Toaki wUch rnnst be crossed in pasfr- 
'ttig and repasnDg, in and oat of the Crimea, 
which Bubjcots every body to ^amiaatioD^ and 
where all pa«q>ortB are registered. A French 
aoUemim is at present Director4j}eiieral of the 
vbaii establishment of NogB;;^, aod resides 
amongst thein*. 

The Grosh colonists uv seated on the «r«Btem 
side of the sea of Asoph, and oceopy tbe district^ 
oS Mariopel, c^ which tbe town of ^at name is 
t9w capital. Thw^ arc dfrided into tsventy-foor 
large and flosrnhiog -rWagcs. In^ the year 1779 

* For * turthet accodnt of tbent, see Mr. Wbitditglon's 
Monnv iii WaifK^t Tnmfi itt tbe Euf. 
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tba; petUitned to become RimiAi mtjeetM, 
whiuh' wEifi granted by a mMii&ato v£ Caidicnm 
in 1779. They are thersfiiro nifcjeot to tin iann 
laws and re^atioas as the RwBsiaartr &dSng 
reGniits> payiftg captatiOB tax, aad other taxesj 
imd personal dervice when demanded, aad bdbng 
to t^e RiMstaa tribanals in the same nannot m 
tha EUmiaiii ooloaiat. S«oa after the ceanon e^ 
the Crimea to Rastiaf the Greete ware ccnn* 
pelled to quit the pMiDsala, that they OMght 
not ^e a^staaoe to the Tvrbs and Tatans i* 
their endeaveux»to reposKtstheniselveaof this 
Gcuatry, Whether oi no this was the tnte 
motive^ the effeet was that of drinng them into 
tha interior, aitd their landed prc^rty thus re- 
verted W governnMBll. The Greeks -wW now 
rewdd in the Grinea, are fiv the most part new 
■ettlei^ from Anatotia, who came for the pBr* 
peso of aoonmulatii^ a certain sum, with whidi 
they intend to return to thur '* nadve bmd," 
ibr ^duch eren Turkish donination had not obli* 
teratad the lete. The late events magi, honr* 
ever, have wnm^t a t^aiB^e i* this rrtpeot, 
and muiy who were anticipating thcpeviadrf 
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reririting Anatdia, will rejoice at their presrait 
security from the storm which has spread bo 
much devastation around. 

The character of the Greeks is exceeding^Iy 
liti^^ons ; they are jealoiu of each other's pros- 
peri^, and anxiously engage in the pursnit f^ 
gain. They live in the most parsimonioas man- 
ner, and I have seen them, though employed in 
da.y labonr, subnsting on (mions, or garlic and 
bread. They are rigid observers of the fosts of 
their own church, and as attentive rejoicers i^on 
each festival ; crften making those as great holi- 
days, which die Russian calendar marks as slight 
ones, and of which the Russian priests less pe- 
ren^rily exact the observance. Though thus 
religioasfy aUeatWe to tiieir ftsts and feasts, 
tl)ey do not, however, seem to consider the ne- 
cessity of public worship so great, nor do they 
provide for it as the Tatars do, who have no 
village without a metchet (mosque) or [dace 
used for public worship. This, though io many 
cases its exterior is no better thui a cottage, 
nor has it other decoration to boast of witlnn, 
than clean walls and a matted floor ; yet as a 
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place for religious ceremony, it is oever eotered 
without respect aad solemnity. 

How is it that these people rauk so much 
higher tn attentioD to their professioQ than many 
Christians, who wholly neglect the express io- 
juDcUoQ of the Apostles for' assembling them- 
selves together; and seem to consider, when 
distrihuted in small communities, that they are 
exempted from the duty of public worship ? 

The village Greeks content themselves with 
an occasional appearance at the church of the 
nearest town; where, however, upou special 
occasions, such as the great festival of Easter, 
vihole villages may be found. In the large 
towns there are Greek as well as Russiaii 
churches, but to this, Staria Crim is an excep- 
tion. 

The occupations of the Greeks are periia[» 
more various than those of most, of the settlers. 
In the towns they are found as respectable mer- 
chants, as small slu^kieepers, keepers of the 
khans, &c. The Greeks also are the only fishers 
who adventure far for the purpose of fidiing ; 
but potwiUistanding the quantity and variety of 
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&h whidi may be caught with little trouble in 
the. Black Sea, the markets are ver; ill' siiti^lied. 
Salt-fish is furnished from Kertch alone, though 
each town on the coast affords abundance for its 
own consumption. Fre^ fish is bought up in- 
stantly it comes into market, and double tit 
treble the quantity that usUaUy contents ttie 
ftdierman, might readily be sold. At Keitoh 
more attention is paid to this employment, as 
Uie fisheries form a productive part Of the 
revenue of estates, and it becomes the ifatereiit 
of the proprietor to render that as [nY)fitable as 
possible. The sturgeon is here caught bxA 
ottred ; and die mullet is frequently in the mar- 
kets ofKaffk. Besides these^ are maekarel of a 
smaller species than ^e English ; several sorts 
of flat fish, soles, turbots of two sorts, £tnd 
oysters io plenty. 

In the villages they enter partially into agri- 
cultural pursuits, cultivating as much ground 
as will give the produce necessary for their 
own private consumption ; but ^ey are bad 
farmers, and not much skilled is the mahEtge- 
ment (^cattle : they, howeva-, accumulate herds 
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of oorrs and oKen, and Uve ninch npon the'pro- 
dnce of the former : eat the milk sour, is- tbe 
Tatars do, and make a ntUch better sort of 
cheese. Few of tbem keep ^eep, and aaek as 
do, entrbst the nian^emeat of them to Tatan, 
or Bulgarifuis ; bat ihe losses in smalt flocks 
make them vet7 nnprofitable. 

The chief fttteAtion of the Greek Tilla^rs is 
given to the {Planting and raising tobaoeo and 
cabbages; and Ba(h situations ^ areeligiMe 
fer these purposes bttre been chosen for their 
Vill^es. I have already i^ken of the culti- 
vation of eabbages : the tobacco is a toidef 
pliUit, and also depends much open the care 
bestowed to weed and irrigate it: Tbe pull- 
ing it affords a busy s»sod to all the inhaU- 
tants of the cottage; and Wbed bopsedj it is 
Atrangt or tied singly, bj ^ie stalk of tbe leaf» 
Oti long threads, and hung up trader ^eds, 
exposed to dte i^r sind add, but kept iirom 
raid, utttil it be thoroughly dried: it is then 
ptteked in act inner apartmedt, ready for sale. It 
bettni price acoordiog to the seastm, from one 
tuble ««id twtoty kopeeks to two rubles ; but 
l2 
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averagiog one ruble and a half, or fifteen peace 
per oka. 

Amcmggt the Greeks- are commonly found 
artisans of different sorts, but especially maaons 
and carpenters ; and those who do not occupy 
themselves in the gardens, or at seasons when 
their work there is not required, always find 
employment in the towns as builders; &c. It 
is a common thing to see the Greek men engaged 
in making worsted, or knitting stockings: an 
effeminate occupation this, and a strong con- 
trast to the noble games which once . excited 
their ardour and engaged; their pursuit. The 
women are extremely dirty in their houses and 
in their persons : in two villages near us, I 
never found any of die Greek cottages that in- 
duced me, either by its own appearance or that 
of its mistress, to be a frequent visitor, while I 
was often a daily attendant at one or other of the 
Tatar cottages. The litde they have of furni- 
ture is in the Tatar style ; bat the black fispect 
of their smoked walls seems to accord with every 
thing around them ; and the mother, with un- 
combed locks and unwashed hands, ctmnot rank 
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amoDgst' ber possessions, or those of her hus- 
' band, the comfort of a clean ' hearth, or the 
charms of order and neatness. His dirty chil- 
dren may, perhaps, welcome bis return home 
as warmly as others, ajid he possibly finds ho 
misery id that to which habit has reconciled 
him. 

The women wear the Turkish habit, even to 
the veil ; they are dark in complexion, with io- 
telligent dark eyes ; they stain their hair and 
ieye-brows black, and the hair is braided, and 
bangB down the back as a Tatar woman's. The 
Greek merchants, however, and their wives and 
families, dress in the European style ; while ihe 
men among the peasantry retain the ancient 
Greek costume, and are immediately distin- 
guishable by their dress. The turban worn by 
the men is very becoming, ^nd they pride them> 
selves upon having it handsome, nay even costly; 
and a Turkish shawl is often the ornament df 
the head, when the rest of the dress is by no 
means correspondent. A shawl is likewise worn 
by some around the waist ; and the well-dressed 
Greek becomes his attire, for they are fine 
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bandaDoie men, and though Bot generally Above 
middle stature, ue mpre tbao uaually stnmg aad . 
powerful, and are repiarkabl^ fm beiag able to lift 
and ea^ gi^t yveigbts. I have S9en the Gredi 
boys moiiat a ladf^r, with a qvautity of stones 
CD their hack?, wbiph pur portws would think 
no inconsiderable burden. 

The Greek children aro Mrly betrothed, find 
the marriage formed upon motives of pQlifty by 
the paraits, which the children, I b^|ieTe> Boldo^ 
ypffise to ratify^ s^ce ^y marry ftt too enrly W 
age to have »d ppipipu on the snbj^^t, or, i^ 
least, tP be likely to &el inflpenf^ed by M>y CflQ? 
si^eiBte motives themselves; i( is therelhre so 
far well that the discretionary power h iq tbf) 
hands of tl)osp who ar^ )|k^ly to eaerpisa it with 
j|nore judgment; and as to the feelings wbi^ f^ 
refined sensibility produces here, Uiey are not 
expected to be found. Atthetimeapre^kiprlu 
affianced, the father of the intended hfidegroom 
makes jn'esents to his d^ughter-inrlaw, or to bar 
father, in proportion to his circumstances ; and 
he is boqnd to aid, accwdiug to his means, in 
pronding for the young couple. At fourteen, 
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And I hwre bwrd soaaetimea ev^w at twelve, the 
^ria are married ; and at Mxteen or seventeen 
the bo^ takes npoo faim man's estate, and be- 
comes master of a &mily. 

The Gredi. weddings in the Crimea are a 
mixed ceremony, partaking of their own gay^ 
Awmsj and also of the Tatar ceremonials. The 
bride, de^Iy veiled, is conducted to her new 
abode, widi as many carriages and attendants 
as they have Uie power of mustering: yet she 
is allowed to join the dance with the gay com- 
panies the marriage-feast has called together. 
The day after the wedding, ^ is destined to 
the form of standing in one comer of the room, 
not appearing as an English bride, the object 
of affection, and the centre to which aU the 
kind wishes of her friends are attracted, but 
rather, that of rude curiosity, and more like 
the school-girl, who, having transgressed, is 
set as the mark of derision and observation, for 
the advantage of her companions. I know not 
if the bride be enjoined so long a silence as 
that of eight days, which is spoken of by Dr. 
Hunt, in his brief fkccount of a Greek wedding. 
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but certain it is, that she is destined to stand a 
silent statue, as long as the pet^le chuse to 
oome to stare at her : when I have been present, 
I was always glad to get leave for the dance to 
begin (the romaikaj, which was mudt the best 
part of the ceremony. 

I had no opportunity of seeing a Greek wed- 
ding in Kafia, but I have no donbt they are 
ooDducted on 11101% civilized principles in the 
towns. Pallas has given a description of this 
kind ; though for the most part their native 
customs are probably broken in upon by the 
different usages of the nations amongst whom 
they are residing. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

fitrther Particulars of the Critnean Greeks — 
Language — Cfreek Family at Sudac — Silk 
Worms — 0/the German Colonists — Tliepe- 
culiar Advantages they have enjoyed — The 
Result — The Occupation — The Character of , 
these People — The Mennonists, or Moravians 
— German Cottages — Visit of their Priests. 

I HAD matt; strong reasons to remark the 
powerfiil efiect of prejudice over the miocl ; and 
the slow ~ degrees by which light dswos upon 
the uninformed, who ever a|^)ear to love dark- 
ness rather than light. In particular, ^e for- 
cible objection which exists, not to vaccination 
only, but to iDOculation also. In a small village 
of ten or twdve houses, in the summer of one 
year, out of the number who had the smalUpox, 
fonr persons had it so violently, that none were 
expected to recover ; two of them were a young 
man and his wife, who had only been married 
a few months: she and another died of the dis- 
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order, and the two who recovered were boUi fine 
young meo, bat were bo shockingly marked, 
that tiiey could ngC beat: for fi long time after to 
see the change thus wrought id their appear- 
ance. The following year, when I had my 
youngest child vaccinated, I endeayoored, 
thrpugfa the medium of the mo^ inteUigeot 
amongst them, to have their children vaccinated 
also. The fadiers assented, but the prejudices 
of the mothers could not be overcome, and the 
consequence was, the loss of one of the stew- 
ard's ebildrea soon aiier, by this virulent dis- 
cwder. The reason assignod, was of coaFs4 
fimiided upon their belief in predestin^ioa — 
" That which God ordains," th^ say, ^' will 
hi^sn." Thus in a very mistaken kind of re- 
signation to divine power, t^ey tempt the fttte 
H^ioh threatens them, instead of using aut^ 
means as, under the blessing of God, might be 
espected to avert impending calamity. 

NotwUhstandigg what has been said, the 
Greeks have a more awakened curiosity tl^ui 
the Tatars ; they can be made to understand the 
posgiUe ^stenee of things which they have not 
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aaw, ami th^ listen mth intecest, to the con* 
pamtivfi acoamiis of the piKKhictiras or>the oasr 
toms f^othar couatries. 

The Greeks apteak the Tutfciah andTalar Un- 
gaage ai floeotly as tlieir own ; many of diera 
the Russian laagoage alia indeed the aotjinisi' 
tion of langeages, though forming indispensibly 
a part, aiu) a principoi port, of a fomtgn ediioa- 
tioDj is hg DO means a pvcx^of edoeatioD, since - 
tfaey .are ac^uii^ witfaoot study, in the eonti- 
umI intennixture of the people of so many na- 
Uons ; and we have had servants Tvho were aMe 
to speaJi dve languages. The vromen speak 
the Greek eo\y, which varies considenbly from 
that dawical language, as taught in oar schools, 
The Greek women of the Crimea are not merely 
retiring, bat repellant in their manners 1 1 speak 
of the peasantry, not those of the towns, who, 
with the European costume, bave pat on the 
Hunnere of civilization.' 

At our visit tp Sudac, in die route of the aoutfa 
eoast, we were received and most pleasantly 
kidged at the house of a wcvthy old Greek imd 
his wife, who have often given refbge to sucb 
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as, in seardb of this earthly paradise, mnst needs 
pass tbrongh a purgatory, if reduced to the ne- 
cessity of lodging at the dirty and miserable 
place, called a traOeer, which is kept by some 
Germans near the CasUe. The house of o«r 
Greek friends ' was a perfect contrast in all 
respects to the cottages I have described; and 
rest and comfort had the additicmal [deasnre xi 
a cheerful reception from those who, Uioagfa 
liviiig privately, feel themselves gratiBed by the 
o{^rtuDity of thus mixing in society, and be- 
ing serviceable to others. His cellar boasted 
some good wine, and his wife's stores some 
liqueurs and delicious preserves, which they 
fMide themselves up<Hi their skill and excellence 
in making. 

We saw.Uiere also, the largest collecUon of 
silk-worms that I met with ia the Crimea. The 
encouragement given by the government' to 
rearing them, was insufficient to [ffoduce any 
stimulant, and the trees, once planted so (ffo- 
fasely on this account, are the greatest part of 
them destroyed. The Tatars keep a small num- 
ber, but all the silk is, I believe, spun at home, 
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and used by the Ruiaian ladies for koit^Dgf^ 
stocldiigs, or hy the Tatars for weaving. 

The admiDistration of the Germans is vary dif- 
ferent from the rest, having a special Comptoir 
for colonial government, which includes the Bul- 
garians. This Comptoir is situated in the town 
of Ekaterinoslaff ; and there, inspectors and- de- 
puty inspectors are appointed, with small sala- 
ries, to reside in the chief town of the district in 
which the colony is planted, Uirougfa whcmi all 
business is communicated to the [^acipals, and 
who again :c(m«spond with the Minister of the 
IntOTior. 

Although his Imperial Majesty has accorded 
more privileges, and conferred more special 
favours upon them, than any other of the colo- 
nists, with the exception of a few hereafter no- 
ticed, none have succeeded less. And yet the 
lands distributed among them, have been univer- 
sally ttf Uie most fertile description ; and large 
sums of money, in the proportion of ftata- one 
to five or six hundred rubles per family, were 
knt to them upon their arrival, free of inte- 
rest, for tea years, ( and afterwards increased to 
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tipfinty yean), to build th6ir boines aad hay 
stock, &G. Sua. No tecrdifing amongst tbeiia ft* 
tiredty 5eaM was alloited, nor ariy taxcls for that 
periods Still the gkm& ty^ta was pursued with 
AeBb as ia all ^ tlussiaii dokmies^-^ asseitt- 
blii^ large ma^sefe of people inid ^iXa^gesi iHiose 
hmsto were e^iguotfs to eaefa etiier. 

'The moriejr advatieed by gcrsnntMiiit to tbMe 
(?etfn&il^, fffta e:it>res8ly lent on die oontiiUcas 
t^t,' la tbe piiymeat of it, eaOh dalmifeb oS a 
tilkgc! should be Ks|)t>te^U) fot the totd inim- 
bei*, t(nd th6 total aumWr Ibr au^ iadrvidwilt 
It happened, however, in several of theflie eeilok 
nies; Solon after thejr were Irtuu^Ianled fiFom 
^ir Efatlve toaatry, thai many of ^ta Aed 
ttdm fevers, iatermittentSt and tbci ednaeqtfMia^ 
of intediperSsce ; and in the Crimea the pIfigtKf 
ddded tnfrcti to tb6 bfitVtiO; The feslilt htt bece, 
tbattbfe motley leat by goveraHi^nt, fttlling v^iih 
Stidiaecftintttkted-n'eight on thei few SuHivots; 
pttt it uttei% h^dHA th^^ pov/et tt> disebflttgtt 
<^ debt; to obviate #hitihj fbe^ ieipMtAttbitf 
W«^ added to th^ tii^gibel «to^)(, anldng^t t^btflfr 
the debt Was dll^ded ; ahd some <»f theif vitla^ 
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have beeD more dian oDce renewed from OeN 
m»say. But, to speak in a more limited miiMO, 
all the males of a iantil; beisg aBsWerable foi^ a 
debtj wfaieh all had boitowed, if an; of these 
died, Uie dbbt was doubled or trebled fiir die 
renainder. 

LiaUb to such disadvantages, it was bat to bb 
expected that much progress wotdd at first be 
made ia the colooizatioa of thbse phuns, fertnle 
as thd; were'; and the Colonial Administration, 
awace of the inlpossibility of saHsfinng thtt de- 
mands t^ goremiUeat, permitted mttny of these 
colonists, of either sex, to qait their villages^ 
graoting them passports for six, or ttrelvd nlontiis 
at a time, sobgedt to rebevral, so that they might 
in scvVltudo, or as utisailg^ colleot by degrMs 
enough to pely the govemmetit, and redeetBi ^eiv 
Uberty. By these m^aas, many of thett hsrUB 
tet up for themselves, in the difPeretit townb of 
the three provinces (beyond the limits of whl<^ 
th^ are not safiered to proceed)^ as carpeuterib^ 
shoemakers, cabinet-makers, blaekbmitbsjtailott, 
&C. &e. Any occbpatieo snits them beM^ thiM 
^ trade of husbandry ; though tbb dbspotie 
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{ffiuciples which were race visible in these newly 
established colonies, enabled the titled colonial 
oflScer resident oo the spot, or in the neighbour- 
ing town, to order the overseer to flog the 
colonist who refused to work, and thus Uie lazy 
or drunken boor, who would not plough, or sow 
his land as he ought, was compelled to do so. 
Immoral conduct in the female colonist was 
equally corrected by flogging. 

These severe measures, however, fell on the ori- 
ginal emigrants, who were chiefly from Swabia: 
these have for the greater part been sncceeded 
by another generation, better than the first in 
moral character ; more healthy, more active, and 
laborious ; nor were sudi harsh means ever re- 
quired to be applied to some of the German 
colonists, whose habits and character were very 
superior to the above-mentioned. 

TheMennonists, or Moravians, who are settled 
in the neighbourhood of Perekop, came over with 
[denty of money, knowledge of business, and 
superior industry, and are at present a wealdiy 
race; having built large farm-houses and <^ce6, 
planted extensive orchards,^ and laid out great 
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gardeDS, posseesing the finest breed of cows in 
the country, and growing a great abundtuice of 
corn. They are a most inchistrioos and religious 
doss of people, deservedly held in high estima- 
tion. 

Those in the neigfabonrhood of Kaffa are chiefly 
Swabians, and a few Swiss emigrants. The 
fiivourite occupation of those who reside in 
^ese villages is that of gardening, which they 
thoroughly understand ; and by them the mar- 
k&ta of the different towns are supplied with all 
kinds of vegetables. Most of them keep a cart, 
or light German waggon, in which they convey 
their different garden produce to town, and also 
poultry, eggs, and fre^ butter, which is very 
excellent, and much superior to any other, and 
sells at a higher price- They also (with the 
exception of a few French bakers), make the 
best bread sold in the towns of the Crimea, and 
have by fiir the best hops, irom their method of 
drying them. 

The cottages of the Germans are much better 
built than those of any other peasantry of the 
Crimea. They have a church in each of their 
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villagM, at which one ai the paradiionen, who 
u best enabled to take npoa him the Saoerdotal 
office, reads pnytsn twice every Sonday ; aad a 
Luthenm i»iest properljr authorized, who retidea 
at Sudac, visits each colony twice a year, to 
marry, christen, and enquire into the state of 
their churdies. The effect of these visttations 
must be miraculous, were they to pfoduee any 
good, beyond Uiat which mayresob to the pocket 
of the Iciest Sot the marriages, and other church 
ceremoaieB that be perfcHTiB ; wad the duraeter 
of these pet^e is such, that nodung i^rt of a 
miracle, or Icaig and assiduous oare, can make 
any impresBifm upon it They are slow in un- 
dwBtanding, and it is said, owe their name in 
Russian, N&mebt, to Uieir being thought dumb, 
or nni^le to learn the language of tfae peq;>le 
amongstwhom they live: theyare low, and brutal 
in their mianners, more especial^ the men, who 
appear the least civilized inhabitants of the 
Crimea. 



™ih,Googlc 



CHAP. XV. 

0/^ Bulgariana : their frugal, indu$triou» Ha- 
bit$: their Fiock$ of Sheep and Ooatt: theur 
Agrtcultttre — Domestic Habits of the Women : 
their Dress — Houses — Hospitality — Story of 
Ae Plague— ReUgion — Vtilage Regulations 
— Language, and Origin. 

The Balgariaiu, thoagh rankiag low ia 
point of numbers amongBt the other colonist* of 
New Russia, are peHi^is deserviog the first 
notice, from the hig^ character the; bear, as a 
sober, industrious, and meritorious class- These 
people have mignUed from the arbitrarf 8ui>< 
jection of the Turkish government, to the mild 
one of the Crimea, whidi, in affording a refuge 
firom despotic tyranny, poueascs a sufficiently 
strong inducement to die peasuit, who lives 
there in ease and independence, such as he can 
Bcuvely find equalled in any other part of the 
world. Besides ratlur large villages which be- 
long to this people in the neighbouihood of Staria 
m2 
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Crim, they have a few flourishing ones near 
Odessa. They are in all respects under the 
same regulations as the German colonists, not 
fiimishing horses to the government, and enjoy- 
ing all their exemptions. 

Many of their community are more affluent 
than they are willing to acknowledge them- 
selves : the policy of avoiding with extreme 
caution any display of wealth, which the impo- 
sition of their former masters has taught them, 
is, like other habits, continued even when the 
necessity for it no longer exists ; since none but 
the Tatars are now regarded with any jealousy 
by llie Russian government. 

Luxury, though the offspring of wealth, needs 
the fostering hand of civilization to rear it, and 
is not found in the cottage of the hardy moan- 
teuoeer, or the uncivilized inhabitant of- the 
plain. Nursed by frugality, he is parsimonious 
by nature, education, and long habit ; and the 
difference between abundaDce and poverty, is 
only discerned by a larger or smaller share 
of the same plain food, and plain clothing, if 
we except the single channel into which lus 
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wealth' flows-^the increase of his flocks or herds. 
The Bulgarian is a careful shepherd, and uo- 
deratands far better than the Tatar, either that 
occupation, or the culture of the grouud. The 
former, however, is a point to which the Tatar 
would Dot accede ; and I think it possible his 
knowledge njigfat be more conspicuous, were 
not his avarice and idleness so predominant. 
The industry of the Bulgarian mokes him a 
provident master; and while he tools careful 
in the expenditure of a kopeek, he does not 
neglect to guard against inclement seasons, and 
accidental wants. 

The clean and healthy appearance of their 
flocks, shews the attention which is bestowed 
i^Ktn them, and the losses amongst them are 
[HToportionably less. These flocks are all of the 
Crimean breed, the Spanish flocks being in the 
hands of large proprietors, or among French 



The Bulgarian shepherd leads a roving and 
unsettled life, moving about wherever be finds 
pasturage for his sheep, and raising his tem- 
porary and- lonely habitation, sometimes in the 
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woodB, wad «t otbet timei a short diriwaoe 
^e&m some Tillage of Uie [daiti. It never, I be- 
li«ve, b^ipeiis Uiat one raui alone has dwT^ 
tt a Hock; two, and often three or more, ac- 
cording to Hs aise, are reqaired ; and the dog, 
ercr the fiiiUiful all; of man, is ^e watcUul 
guardian of his master's treasure. To a thoa- 
Band dieep four men are assigned, induding the 
chief shepherd, called Attaman; tlie wages of 
the men are paid In kind, never in monej. In- 
deed most of the shepherds are more or ieSB pro- 
pHetors or diarers in the flock, and some of 
them, who tend their flocks the whole year, pos- 
sess a thousand dieep, and even more. 

The goats kept with their sheep are tarned to 
more profit than tho» of the Tatar flocks, for 
Ihey milk them regularly, and make a rich good 
cheese of the milk, whi(* is preserved in blad- 
ders, being put in while warm ; k then cuts Mid 
eats not unlike the fresh cheese of Cambridgfr- 
^ire ; and is tims kept throughout the year. 

I ate once a sort of pudding made of lAits 
curd, which some shepherds who had their 
flocks in the forest of Agirmii^ prepared for 
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our pat-ty ; atad both cheue aad cbease-caJes, 
ID the EtBgUdt maDBK of eiaiiiag, vn oxodloat 
frtun tfais curd. The goati' hair is sHnetunaB, 
but not geoeryij, poUed ; U k to fas bcw^ m 
die Critnea, aodiB Mot to Ccwtantinqde. : 

Thi^ haepa. few hones, onen for jthe plot^ 
or team, and oowi, but not in lai^ mtmbMra. 
PigB atre generally or freqawtiy fiiund in their 
atore-yardi, soote of which they kilL and take 
to market, and others resevre fiw their own 
seasaea o£ feasting, or at least for thoio not let 
^put for festa. Poultry ako is kept few faoiae 
consumption, and is seldom to be pnrchaaed in 
their villages. 

The mea ara good shots* aad akiiled paiti- 
ealarly in using the rifle, ^wkidi, of Turkish 
manufeoture, may be boii|^ at low prices), 
aad by their means the marbsts of Kaffii, and 
irfhar tonus, are frequently supplied with deer, 
and wild boars. The flesh of the latter is not 
comparable with that of the home-fed |»gi and 
the fanner, tlicwgh estimated by the Crimean, 
oanaot be by those who have eaten vanison in 
Eoglaad. 
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Ab agriculturists, the Bulgarians hold also 
pre-emineDce amongst their neighbours ; they 
bestow the trouble of weeding their com, and 
are more carefiil in the description of seed they 
sow ; for this reason they cannot say with 
the Tatars, that they sow toheat till rye conies, 
and vice versa. Now the former may, I think, 
be literally the case, since they never change or 
clean their seed, and the proportionate rapidity 
of the increase of that which is evil, to the 
growth and progress of good, is, I fear, a &ct 
easily established in more cases than that of a 
crop of com. 

Besides the common courses of grain which 
the Bulgarian cultivates, he raises flax enough 
for the purposes of his &mily, but seldom sows 
millet, or gardoi-seeds; for their villages being 
near the mountains, they have for the most part 
a considerable distance to go to plough. Such 
of them as live near the forests which are not 
exempted from die havoc and depredation of 
the axe, have made considerable profit from the 
burning of charcoal, for which they find ready 
sale at the nearest market ; it being much used 
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to cook withi as well as in their khans, or 



Thus the indostry and frugality of the Bul- 
gariao, taking advantage of every circunntance 
that favours his independence, places him too 
much in ease, to seed his children out into ser- 
vitude ; every village finding eniploymeDt, even 
more than enough to occupy its inhabitants. 
The vromen are industrious and cleanly : be- 
sides the usual occupations of the household, 
they spin and weave their own and their hus- 
bands' clothing ; and the Bulgarian wears few 
articles, but what are either the work of his wife, 
or his own. Many of their domestic utensils are 
also their own manufacture. During hay-time, 
or harvest, the women likewise assirt in the 
fidd; and thus in habits of industry pass the 
active and cheerful lives of these people. 

The men are in height of middle stature, 
thin, and sharp-faced, with high cheek-bones ; 
long Ifuaky hair hfuiging down almost to their 
shoulders, and commonly very high foreheads, 
or bare on the crown of the head. Their dress 
is of coarse baize, or woollen cloth, spun and 
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woven at borne ; their wooUea girdles ore uHiilar 
to those worn by the Tatars, &c. ; bat they an 
alao wrought at home, aad dyed with tnaddtf . 

The women are mnch more pleasiag in tbmr 
general appearance; a dai^ complexitHi, and 
i^wrkltDg dark eyes, set off a dress, sbgnbi-, if 
not attractive : it is composed of a Gae and very 
white woollen cloth, edged at the botttun and 
around with a border of red, about two inches 
deep. The petticoat, which is of the same ma- 
terial, and also red, is seen below the gown, to 
the fiill depth of the border ; a broad girdle, m: 
sash, with long eods tied behind, and com- 
monly embroidered with silk or gdd thread; 
and on the head a handkerchief, or veil of white 
muslin, with a border around, to matdi &e rest 
of the dress : this is tbro\ra carelessly over the 
bead, and &lls down the back, and, divested of 
the extreme formality i^ the Tatar veil, is mach 
more gracelol. 

Formerly, the fnwt ctf the dress was oma- 
meated with pieces <^ gold or silver ooui, 
and in many cases the whole of the fitont of 
the body entirely covered with them ; but as 
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they foaiid thmt diU diiplay was oftra viewed 
with an evil eye by the Turkish Aga, or Chief, 
who cliBnced to observe them, and that without 
necromantic skill he commonly contrived to 
eoDvert the gt^ of others to his own imme- 
diate use, they leamt to doff their golden trim- 
mings, and are now oontent to teU that tfiey 
have worn them. 

At dieir holiday festivals they dance in 
groups, forming each parQ' into a circle, and 
dancing with much spirit, somewhat in the 
it^e of the Anatolian romaika, to the bag- 
^pes, the drum, and sometimes the balalaika, 
or three-stringed fiddle. 

Tba booses of the Bolgarians are remarkable 
for cleanliness and order, though objectionable 
from tbeir eztrone darkness ; a very small win- 
dow, and a large c^ien chinuiey, admit alt the 
light they have; yet, like the mole, they seem 
to have as much as they require. 

They are sim|de and open in their manners, 
and ho^table to the stranger, giving of the best 
diey possess, and catting their coarse loaf with 
•B expression of w^oome, that makes one for- 
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get its colour in the good humour which pre* 
sents it. Dried fsh and cheese are alwa^'s 
amongst their stores ; and the traveller who has 
passed " the desert mountain-track of Leon," or 
the dreary Stepps of Russia, will not reject the 
clean, though coai%e provisions, which the hos- 
pitality of the Bulgarian peasant sets hefore 
him. 

. It is recorded, and believed by all denomina- 
tions of the superstitious inhabitants of the Cri- 
mea, that this quality (hospitality) was the 
means of preserving a whole village from the 
dreadful visitation of the plague during the years 
1812 and 1813. The helier of the personification 
of evil, is rarely found, though we read of it in 
all the Eastern tales. The story is as follows : 
Near midnight a stranger knocked, and obtained 
admittance, at the cottage of one of these vil- 
lagers ; he begged for food and drink, both of 
which were freely given to him, and his stay for 
the remainder of the night pressed; but having 
refreshed lumself, he got np to depart, and 
thanking them for their reception of him, assured 
them he would amply rq>ay it. " I am," said 
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he, " The Plaque, and daring the scourge 
with which I am come to visit this eountry, 
yonr Village shall remain unhurt and untouched 
amidst surrounding devastation." The promise 
was. fulfilled, and the village escaped the in- 
fection, which spread with horrid rapidity 
around. 

The fact of their escaping the plague is well 
known, but it would not be difficult to account 
Ibr this circumstance by much more reasonable 
means. The tale alone serves to shew the extent 
of credulity, and that superstition alike exerts 
her powerful infiueuce over the ignorant of every 
nation. Could the skull of a horse or ox, with 
which the Bulgarian guards his cattle-yards from 
the malice of witches, or the evil eye, defend 
him from the much more to be dreaded witdi- 
craft of superstition, it would indeed be a friend 
to him. But until education dispels the native 
darkness of the mind, we cannot hope to see 
this universal power of superstition subdued, 
any more than we can expect the light and 
genial wannUi of the sun, before he has risen in 
our hwizoQ. 
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The religion of the Bulgarian is that of Uie 
Ruwian or Greek church, and they obierTe the 
hdidays with more stoictnets than the Sabbath ; 
the breach of one of these being pnnirfied bgr 
setting the 6ffender in the stocki. Each village 
has its public concerns regulated l^ the elders 
of it ; and one man serves an {^pointed time the 
office of constable. 

Their language and origin is Slavonian*, but 
the intercourse with the Russians has made it 
now a mixture of that and modem RnssiaiL 

* Tbe Bolgviani are SlaTonians, who obtained tfaeii name 
from their capital, Bo^ard, utuated thirty venta below the 
Kama, and fire from the Volga. 11 was destroyed in 1500 
by the Russian).— Tooifce'f Hiitery i^tht Rutriau. 
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jirmenians — Character — DresiyondMann&ra — 
Jeu3$ — Superiority of the Karaite Jews: 
They claim Exemption from consenting to 
<&e Death of the Saviour — Jewish Women — 
Curious Jewish Custom — Of the Natives of 
other NeUions resident in the Crimea — Of the 
Poles — Importance of Rank in Russia — 06- 
servance of the Russian Fiut — of Prayer. 

The ArmeDiuis now settled in the Crimea 
are comparatiTel; few io number. The settlemeDt 
(tf these colonists at Nachtchivan has been fiilly 
described by Dr. Clarke, who stat^ the number 
of them there to be eight dioasand. Those oi 
the Crimea are uulTersally resid^it in the towns, 
either as metdiants or burghers ; aaA the appli- 
cation 8o coDtemptuousl; bestowed by Buona- 
pute CO the EngU^, seeniii, in tn^, perfectly 
applicable to these people— they are really a 
nation of shopkeepers, having no other panaits 
titan those of buying and selling, in whidi ^y 
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shew a keenness that makes them much more 
apt to over-reach others, tlum liable to be de- 
ceived themselves. 

la character they are more retired than 
many others of the settlers, and particularly the 
women, who are reserved and awkward amongst 
strangers : they have quick piercing dark eyes, 
very dark hair, handsome noses, most intelligeDt 
countenances, shewing a natural capacity, which, 
from the want of education, is all absorbed in 
one acquirement, and devoted to the knowledge 
of increEising gain ; and in the comprehending 
pecuniary interest, they are remarkably shrewd. 
' The dress of the Armenian has little of pecu- 
liarity: a very high cap of for, or lamb's wool, a 
loose frock coat, and acafWi, or shube, (tf lamb's 
wool or fur; or in warm weather, of cloth. T&e 
women, in addition to the Eastern dress, 'wear 
a long and wide cloak of black silk, or satin, 
and a veil the same as the Tatars. 

The Armenian prides himself as much upoi^ 
peiforming pilgrimage to Jerusalem, as the 
Tatar or Tutk Upon thnt to Mecca, and assumesr 
also theraakofHadgee, having his arm tattooed 
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with the sign of the Cross, the Holy Be|}iilchrer 
&c.' &c. An Armenian ner^^ant of Kaffa in- 
troduced his'sfHi to us, a roug^ awkwaid boy of 
thirteen years old, telling us with much exulta- 
tion, that he was Hadgee, and shewing the in- 
disputable mariks ,of his being ehUtled to that 
rank. 

I could not help feeling oi how littlei true 
value is rank, which all so much prize,' unless'it 
be dignified by a character which exalts and 
ennobles it. The father of this lad, a drunken 
and disgusting man, could not possibly feet any 
interest in having visited the place where the 
Saviour <^ mankitid had suffered : his was' the 
pride of heart which least befits the man who 
iiears upon his arm the badge of having beeu 
at the holy city. 

The Armenians manufacture for sale a 
ooarse' felt, called wylocks, which is used for 
many pu^xises, and possessed by all the pea- 
santry. 

Their chief amusement is playing at chess, 
and a game called by the Russians trie-track, 
which is a superior game of backgammon : they 
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■it an -did rikop-board m frmt <£ Ihdr ahopt, and 
oftbft play throogfaoot tha day» ouept when 
iBtemipted by the ocouioiial viiit of & cos- 



lite moit rospectalsle of the 4 
Romtt^ Catholics, the leit Ariaas. 

The Jews are veiy numerous indeed in all the 
coldniee, conpoging irom on&-£fth tooiie-tentfa 
of the whole pt^lation. Biat they are, with 
very few exceptions, fired in die dais of.burgb-> 
era and shc^eeperB, in 'every one of ithe towns 
of New Riissia. Latterly the government tried 
the novel experiment of- coloBizing them -ss 
bnsbandmen, and some, establishments were 
formed in the government of Ekateriooslaff. 

Hie Karutes, oC^^m MEs..Gathrie speaks, 
■till retain undisturbed possession of tbefortreas 
■ofTohoufoatKa-lfi. Several of them, and parti- 
cularly those of Koslf^, are designated MiUbo 
Tchefcs, from their possessing a million or more 
of rubles. The Karaites are commonly the moat 
wealthy, and are on all accounts the most 
respectable. They hold themselves very disUn^ 
irom their Poliidi brethren^ and neitheff of the 
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sci0ta wUt ciM' AiMt with ft^ralagar, or.sHch ai 
has hoaoi kiHe;il by EftraD^ hands. Would Ihdt 
4i«y W^re finmd ia their dealing^ With othenl, 
88 ^riotl]! obaerruit of the law in I U moral sense, 
as in its ootwud rites. Bat Mill they eontihne 
" extorticmera, unjust," yet expect that the xAh* 
sermncb of sacred oeremon^ls of SmU and 
kaJB^, shall be an acc^>table oUbring to I£ib 
who hais dedared to them His abhorreace of 
tfaeita. They badst be wilfully bUtvd, who believe^ 
IHce the fellow at Dunabourg, that his sanctified 
hypocnsy could av!ail luid, when be took tht 
money in a napkin, which he wdidd not prophsne 
his fingeir$ by the touch of, on the Sabbatb 
Day! 

The Karaite Jews, diongh they rebeive not 
JeMs Christ as the pAftnis<^ Messiah, yst 
aver that they weore no way concern^ in, or tda* 
senting to his death. But though they tbulb rejebt 
th6 dreadful responsibility entmled on theM by 
the dedaration of ^eir for^thers— ^" His blodtl 
be on lis, and oti 'our childrei^," yet, Kke ma^y 
othe^ of nlankiud, they ground their bpinioas 
tb matters of religi(Ai, less upon their own retlsoA 
n2 
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and coDTictioD, than on the faith and practice 
of their ancestors. — "Whyshoald I,"s£udoneof 
these people in conversation, " Why should I 
sappose my father was mistaken upon a subject 
which it concerned him as much as myself to be 
informed upon?" 

" Siipposing him not to have been mistaken,- 
that is no sufiScient cause for yonr not consulting 
your own reason in a matter of such great 
importance: if it' was a speculation in which 
your worldly possessions were hazarded, pro- 
bably you would think it right to judge for your- 
self, and should you differ in opinion, would 
even venture in conduct to oppose him also. 
How much more essential then, when the:inte- 
rests of time and eternity are equally implicated 
in the question?" He shrugged his shoulders 
with a tacit assent to a truth, that was yet 
above his reach. ' ;^ 

The Jewish women are generally handsome, 
though disfigured by their extremely disagree- 
able costume, which abroad they universally 
wear, though in England the tnost part have 
laid it aside. They are, I believe, the only 
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women in. ^e Crimean towns, who are enough 
skilled in needle-work to do it for hire; and 
many of the Jews are tailors. 

A curious Jewi^ custom was related to me 
by a Polish geotleman. The Jews, when first 
married, wear a shirt of finer texture than ordi- 
nary, which, after the wedding-day, is carefully 
put by unworn till the time of their deaths, 
•wh&a they ore uniformly buried in it. So valu- 
able is this ^irt in their estimation, and so in- 
dispraisible a part of their possessions, that in 
mmey transactions, when .they require to bor- 
row, and have no pledge in gold or pearls to 
give, they Jrequently deposit this., shirt, which 
is alw^ a satisfactory security to the lender, as 
the Jew could not die ha[^y without redeem^. 
ingit. 

Of the oliiernations who constitute a part of 
Uiis . mii^led multitude, none are settled as 
c<^onists in large bodies, but are such as the 
different offices of government, or some acci- 
dental incitement, has brought thither; those of 
the peasantry have been either attadied to the 
army, in the service of some family, or, (audit 
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is SEud not a few), escaped from the rigour of 
offended laws. 

Heterogeneous as this mass appears, Uie;y yet 
form a whole in which each, as a member, bears 
a distinct part; and though daily mixing in 
commercial pursuits, and all following one 
grand object, the never-failing desire of gain, 
;yet the characteristic traits of each nation are 
preserved; and the assimilation between them 
is no more tlian is neediiil to efiect this predo- 
minant purpose. 

' The Poles in the Crimea are few in number, 
tall, and finely formed: even the servants are 
feiiperior in their manners to any odier of the 
peasantry, and many of them found in sucfai situa- 
tions, still relate with a proud consciousness, and 
a spirit that scarce brooks controul, that they rank 
as niobles. Amongst our particular acquaintance 
too, was a Hungarian, a worthy exceHent man, 
who, though living in a smi^ cottage, which 
had nothing to recommend it except the beauty 
of its situation and its interna) iieatness, could 
yet shew the credentials of hi^ nobility, and feel 
an inward superiority, of which the power of 
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ibrtaoe hqd not been ab\» to deprive him. tlii 
two sops v&re both in Uie army, the only line of 
ft^vancetnent to honour in the Riu^i^n goTerq- 
weot The youngest h^vii^ been wounded, 
vcjos permitted to. retire^ and a oivU ftppointmeDt 
given to him. In this manner his Imperial .Ma-: 
j^t^y ivitb gn^t pi^0y, reserves as rpwwds 4pd 
enpoprageetants Ay his sotdi&rSr the piyil officjeu» 
nttA nuist faonoarable distinetidns > of }m state., . In 
their, ficboeki rank ia aioile given to the militaQr 
CMUt, which be receives iinmedift(e}y *)n epjteK- 
iqg the school,' if designei^ ^t Uie ar^y. 0X:4>ei 

awry.' . ■-.'■ ■ ~. ■ 

: :TQl^«£itizeB(£Jii»jMft»nLo)ii9in^iieewi)^ 
woefswy.; aa4 the peasant will refuse to, ob^ 
the oideK of him who cuiAot call hiowejfi.by 
sQolia moKi dMtin'gaieAiiDg.title U19B thftt of,gW- 
man ; bb4 he who, unmarked by ranky can ^dMi- 
niiuion«TBn:cLtour court, cannot&il tobestnuds 
by the difference of system ia tba comtty vt 
wfaidi I am now speaking, where ^ man bearing 
a>':r&nf[;f 'liewevar'ihigfaj.wiiflnoi presume to sit 
lke^ire.his sopeiior aiReer, until bidden perlu^u 
mwe than oBce to take his fdase. 
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The Russian fesU are kept with ri^d sanc' 
timony by the peasantry ; those who are in 8«-' 
vitade, and living^ in the houees of Bodi as eat 
meat, always |»ei)are their own food, aad refiise 
to parttJie t^ that cooked in a ^aucepui whefe 
meat has been : tbey use tbe greatest 'dare to 
avoid intermixing - their eatables or utensils 
with sndi as' are unholy. The Rassian profnie- 
tors ef estates (who are resident in the Crimea) 
for the most part find it more convenient in 
all respects, and accordant with their circum- 
stances, to keep the fast; but the more wealthy 
observe it variously — some keeping the first and 
last week, and others disregarding it altogether ; 
and perhaps it may be considered oDe proof 
that the present age is becoming inoro enlight- 
ened, since the younger part of families u-e be- 
ginning to look with a very doubtful eye at the 
efficaey cf that self-denial which aboundeth unto 
evil, rather dian to good. 

A Rbssigu priest called upmi as, with some 
other friends, during Lent, and I fidt son^ that 
we bad nothing to set before him that I thought 
he would eat, except stune fHckled fish : h<e bow-r 
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ever soon relieved me from this regret, and while 
parta^Dg of that which the rett of the party 
vrere eating, he said, " we understajld as well 
as yoa tiie nature of fosting ; not that which 
goeth into the mouth defileth the man — is it not 
BO ? — bat yet it is not necessary that aU should 
see BO clearly." His own clearness of sight, I 
waa t<dd, was more frequently impeded by 
diinking than eating ; however, those, who are 
leas liberal tban he, never think. of abstin^ice 
from drink, or any other intemperate deure; 
and 'that self-denial which can abstain for five 
or six weeks frmn animal, food, is expected to 
make amends for the breach of all the remaining 
catalogue <^ sins. " Thank Qod," said the 
miirderer <^ the Jew's fomily at the, Karagoss 
tracteer, devoutly crossing himself as be spake 
—thank God, I never broke the fast t" 

A Russian thinks it not needful to enter his 
.closet, to offer up his morning or his evening 
orisons to the; great Being he worships; but does 
it through the intervention of some saint, whose 
picture hangs suspended in a comer of his 
sitting-room, to which he bows, and crossing 
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himself, prays in a low or inaudible voioe> re- 
gardless by how many he is surrounded. This, 
as a public acknowledgmeDt of his faith> bow- 
ever it may be deemed meritoribns, has decid- 
edly its disadvantages; and I have frequently 
remarked, two at least of his senses not occupied 
by the ceremony he was performing, aamdy, 
Ifaose of sight and feeling ; the former wandering 
to othei^ objects, and the latter excited by tkat 
Utde animal, which seems to share with die lonl 
<^ the soil the possession of a Russian {ieasant 
In the solemnity of public worsfaq), in whicb aH 
as one feoiily join in adoration and i»ayer^ or 
m tbat of private devotionj bar heorte axe' too 
often cold and wandering : shaU we n^ then 
^d fresh' obstacles in jmiying publicly, wfaea 
ttiose aroiihd us are ndt ^gaged in the tem6 
duty? The Russian nevef passes a dniV^, 
or rathier the ima^e of the saint to v^6m the 
church is cohsebrated, withoot'cMssing'hitesel^ 
yet the inefficacy of this ou/u«A%f btoriilg t)^ Ae 
■troas is abiindabfly testified td'«tl bis wprfca.' 
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Accommodation cf the Crimean Towns to a TVo- 
veller — Of the Posts of the Crimea — Ra- 
pidity of Travelling in Rustia — Qaarterinq 
of Troops — Troops furnished by the Tatars 
— Yte Yie Marza — Felt-yagers ^^Cursory 
Remarks. 

THBchi^ towns of Uie CifiiDea cuiiafnt 
accommodation for the ttwveiler wxtdtx M^rior to 
diat generally tovoA in Uie tnterior of Russia ; 
f&tce there are tracteers, or inns, \x>p. b^r iodi- 
^dufds of almost every nation i^at resort 
Alther. It is true, it may be diifficult to fb&st 
in a Russian town, duribg a&st of their church; 
tiie traveUer who goes to a Russittti hssi, caimot 
iu^ for any thing 4>etier thad sciur sonp, and 
hemp oil ; at a Greek or Bulgiarian Uian, he 
liiay have as mud) 'wine or bittndy asfate chooses, 
aftd peihaps obtain bread, uid olivet; or c&- 
narre ; (^ same may be Said of the Armenian 
Uuns ; at the French and Italisui, ot at ^^ 
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GermaD inns, be may hope to &re better : at 
all events, they will not refuse, like the Jewish 
hostess, to boil the water for his tea, or cook 
such provision as the town affords; much less 
will they deny him the use of plates, knives and 
forks, with which the Jewess will rarely supply 
him, lest prohibited food pass the lips of her 
guest, and then no water can wash that clean, 
which, by the law of Moses, has been thus defiled. 
These remarks, however, might mislead the 
ffspectation of the traveller on the sooth coast, 
for I speak of the interior towns only; and 
he who seeks to indulge his natural or das- 
sical taste by wandering thrmi^ its beautiful 
scenery, will find in the cotti^ ' of the moun- 
tain Tatar, his best accommodation,' and such 
simple ■ fare as they can give, freely afforded 
hun. Their cordiality, however, may be much 
heightened, if they find he is not a Cossack 
(their term for Russians in general), who for 
the most part being subaltern officers of the go- 
vernment, visit them on occasions, in themselves 
not gratifying, aod are; considered their worst 
paymasters. .. i ■ ■' '. 
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This leads me to speak of the posts. Reuilly. 
sftys, "under.the Khuis, the posts of Tatary 
were free, as those princes defrayedall the.ex- 
peoces, occasioned b; them. Since the. domi- 
BatioD of the Russians, they have been placed 
appn the. same footing as all Uie other posts of 
the empire, and the Tatars are obliged to sup- 
port them at their own expence." Upon this 
subject he is vei^ incoitect. The. traveller on 
the south coast is certainly fumidied with 
bcwses and guide by the Tatars ; for which a re- 
gular passport is requisite, and a regular [nice 
is paid ; but the post-stations of the public roads 
of the Crimea, as those thron^^out all Russia, 
are rented by Russians, and a very considerable 
profit made upcm tbeoi, partly by fair means, 
and partly by a species of finesse in whidi the 
many are well skilled. 

1 have given some previous accoimt in my 
joomey, of the posts of Russia; to that, Uie fol- 
lowing particulars, which I have since ascw- 
tmned, may be added : government allow twelve 
hundred rubles per troio, or, set of three horses, 
per annum, besides the progone, or r^;ular 
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price {i&id hs the tiraVeller, for at uaay irdics tm 
the tra£5e iqun the road intike It n'eoUBsaxy t« 
keep at ooe itatib^. For ths8> Which certAitil^ 
ajkpears a very Urge sakb, the reuter fOrAi^ies 
the three hcA-ses, its aforeiaid, one yetdtebek, or 
driver, and a small foar-wheeled cart, w ear- 
ns^ wSthoM springs, whidi he is bound to 
have always read; for the road, and for vrblch hd 
pa^m All regnlar, and contuigent expenoei He 
u besides liatde to .icnrnisb horses, ft<ee c^expence^ 
for th^ Imperial &mily, tiia senalM, gbrtrnmeDl 
eaCafettes, felt-yagers, and die p6st. Yet, thoagk 
this seems a most liberd allowahc^, many (^ 
them think it necessary to fncreaise it, by con- 
triting to ke^ fewer horses than they contract 
for, and ctflen cotaipellhig travellers to Wibi 
them to obtafn horses, nnless they wear the ifr> 
signia of rank, or travel with a courier'^ ptes- 
port, which having upon it, the words "cazdme 
wadoiMost," or *' government service," they dare 
not disregard. 

The rapidity of travdling in Russia, is v^ry 
remarkable. The Emperor has been from Mds- 
i»ivrio Petersborgfa, a disteui^ o( 48S miks, tit 
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728| versU, in 36 faiouri. Another imtancd 
ma; be given, from a highly respectable mer- 
chant at OdeiMt, of this style of txavellifag 
oa Uie Ctaitinent: this genlfeman went Scotn 
Odessa to Cal&is in- sevditeen days. I have 
heard seveial other dungs of the same kiad. - Tha 
gqnerftl <^der who conveyed the inteUigence of 
the fidl of the fortress of Otdiakoff on the Kacfc 
Sek, to the Empress Catherine, accomp^hed the 
jOum^ofl200milesinfivedayBandnigfats. Tlia 
l^osC, however, does not travel swiftly ; it is ofted 
rabject to d^'ntion in die distrit^ towns, and 
ii^ foarteoi days passing from KafiiEi to Moscow, 
whidi is at the rate of only sixty-sik miles per 

The cjnairterifig oi troops is another subject 
on which, aslfaurenot previoasly remarked, it 
may not be miinteresting to give a few parti- 
cnlars. Reuilty says, "under die Empress Ca- 
tlierine, the Tatars obtained an exemption from 
every kind of tax, and of tlie quartering of 
boops, as well as the privilege of not furnish- 
ing recruits. But they undertook to maintain 
two regiments of Becfaley, or cavalry, amounting 
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to nearly dOOO men. Paul tbe First having abo- 
lished the regular troops, it was propoied to 
subject the Tatars to the same (axes as the Fest 
of the Mupre, which exciting emotion, the pre- 
sent Emperor restored diem to their privileges, 
and instead of the maintenance of the two rai- 
ments, ordered that theydunild supply die tnx^ 
quartered there widi wood." 

The fact is, the Tatars do not maintain^ but 
fumUk two regiments ; and in the war widi 
France, they famtahed fbar regiments, which 
were commanded by Prince Balatook: they 
were a fine body of men, 800 in eatji regiment, 
and their brave conduct was highly extolled. 
Prince Balatook has been lately exerting all his 
interest to be made Hetman of the Tatars,, and 
for a time it excited much commotion in. the 
government of the Crtm : he, however, has not 
yet succeeded to his wish. Besides the fumidi- 
ingthe two regiments, which is their quota in 
the peace establishment, the supply of wood is 
required ; and they u« also subject to the quar- 
tering of troops in their marches and , counter 
marches through the peninsula, which is some- 
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times dieir route for Georgia, when detaeh- 
meots are mardied from Moldavia, or Besat^a- 
bia, or the western part of the empire^ beside 
the interchange of those stationed id thep^in- 
sala. . 

In 1789, the number of troops in the Cri- 
mea are stated to have been thirty thousand, 
of which five thousand were Cossacks: the pre- 
sent military establishment is aa\y ten titdu- 
sand. 

Of the military force in 1767, under die Khans 
Mafcsood Gaeray, and his successor Krim Gueray, 
Boron deTott thus writM: "Thebestcalculation 
we can make is from a view of the military forces 
which the Cham is able to assembly. We c^all, 
soon see this prince raising three armies at the 
same time ; one of a hundred thousand men, 
which he commanded in person ; another of sixty 
thousand, commanded by the Calga; and a third 
of finrty thousand, by the Nocffadin. He had the 
power of raising double the number, without 
prejudice to4he necessary labours of die state." 
' Although duriDg my residence there, I once 
or twice heard of projected insurrections, I could 
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not, firom n4iaC I saw, or what I heard wpoa 
good att&ority, find that an; ifttrit of the kind 
eldsted: much too poweriess aie tlrase people 
Bcnr, to rise . up against the stiH ioorsaBUig 
and giant strengUi of their master ; and if, with 
the disuse of Iheir wsrlibe wea^^ooB, the dtipo- 
sidOD to use diem be oot fled, the b(Ad spiiit 
which di^ngnished theai undcE the reigtia of 
tbeir Khans, seems dow confinad to the.wonfc 
part of their community, who are ferocious' and 
tbri-ing in evil alone. . I!ie Yie Mnnia, a:. Tatar 
Dt^teman living in the neig^bouihood of Poit 
Patch, (the village to which the Tatars belong^ 
. whose ^racutioD I described), was sgspected 
,updn -Very strong grounds, of being.a sharer in 
^ pluoder of these maraudera. , To otiswar 4his» 
he was summoned to th^ tribunal at AkOietohvt, 
Wht^iM- it is said, he took and dijstnbutQd U his 
first visit, twenty thousaad tubfes. And eventd- 
a]^:to raise the. sums InecessAry .^to saxe himself 
finm personal ptttishmeift, h6 first sold bis abe«i^ 
and his stud of man^s, and lastly mi estate. 

As I have more than once, mentiuKid felt- 
yagers, it may be proper to explain what is the 
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ptntkbler departownt of diesd ofleein i thigr'utt 
eiclakirelir employed tipofl the Civil fier«ite,«inl 
Arg taiore pecufiftriy destiaed'to' ^tpart «6it 
which has reference to the seccet eiieentioii of tin 
4H6eni ctfMmiuistititibhiDthb difierefatprbvuirebs; 
sdch as the sadden reinov^ eflgtnwraers of ps«l 
vinoes, w dwh- ^hioipal ^Lgcnlsj or othw obnbii^ 
CDS dutraclefs suspected bygovarnmeirt. . Tlwss 
felt-^jBgers are imiTetsall^s^eetHl ftr 'atrength 
6f body, peraoDftl courage* ftnd prndehbe.' They 
Usually conduct their '{niMber, bound hiBtacI «Dd 
foot, to Siberia, or occMidnally to tfa^-pfiMoa of 
die in«trdpolis. They irsne) tvith^cnr' diArge 
with' the greMett rapidiQr, mad ard :ii«t oaij 
ofllders of ranlt, \jni armed wii& tfad diast abiolattt 
authority, to obtain all diey require od Che road, 
to e^ipedite'their pdssajgb thvoogh' tbi conMn^ 

A few closing remarks onlywnain to bemadSi 
Ltidy: Ct^vcn has be^ titfangelyioistaken} in 
flj^akifig of rice <gi«\triiig iu the OrimeB; ibes 
hai««otiaKtthit u id all wdi^ited for ^eid* 
tivattdb of-ri'ce. Her descH^ddn of the Ruluian 
singibg hi Very carrijct; its efibct is singnlnr 
tLui t>1eafiliig; and partlcubiriy so, when, in tfia 
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stillness of the early moro, or eveQing, it is heard 
at a distance, from the peasanta going. to, or 
returoiiig from labour, or the soldiers assembled 
in the guard-room. 

This bnildiDg spofcea of by Mr. Heber, to the 
left of tlie road leading from Staria Crim to 
Sndac, is a priory, with a few Armeoian monks 
resident there, and a very fine estate of three 
thousand desaiteens attached to it. The situa- 
tion, of this monastery is most romantic and 
beautiful, but excepting the scenery around, it 
has nothing worthy of remark. 

Bachtcheserai is said to have contained, in 
1808, thirty>one mosques, and seventy-five foun- 
tains : except Dr. Clarke, no late travellers have 
DC^ieed the fine fountains which are still preserved 
here, though those of almost every other town 
have been destroyed. 

Alushta has been remarked, as furnishing from 
its n^ghbourhood the best hemp in the Cnmea.; 
and at Ourzofi' we saw a piece of ground which 
had .been cultivated for upwards of a century for 
fiax alone. As this crop is generally considered of 
the most exhausting' nature, silch a eircumstance. 
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is'very remarkable, and will perhaps' be consi- 
dered a lums naturcB in the agricultural woHd. 

Karasubazar holds, accordtng to the last 
revision, nine* thousand bodIs, exclusive of the 
)t>arracks, which are a considerable distalice out 
of the town ; these, in time of peace, do not 
contain above fifteen hundred men, including 
artillery. 

Perhaps tjie managem^it of bees, amongst a 
few intelligent people in England, is supe- 
rior to all that the Tatars can boast ; yet un- 
doubtedly their superiority over all other classes 
in the Crimea is clear and decided ; to whidi 
their fine climate, and the great profits attending 
the concern, contribute most essentially. The 
Tatars are said to possess such discriminating 
knowledge, that some of them, on seeing the 
bees at work on the flowers of the field, will 
directly tell to what village they belong, and 
some, it is affirmed, will know of what proprietor 
they are the property. 

The wages of a bee-gardener vary according 
to the numberof which be has the charge; but at 
iOiragOBs he received three hundred rubles from 
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Easter to Michaelmas, twelve busheig (English) 
of wheat, and some coarae liden for trowsera 
wad shirting, besides skin shoes. The largest 
hive at Karogoss, from )t» ppe^eBiiBence in size, 
was called the E^avnek ; exclusive of this,- the 
largest, wh^ fhll, yielded from sixty to eighty 
|K>DDdB weight of honey ^ul wax ; moderate 
sized ones, from thirty to sixty pounds ; the lekst 
from tea to thirty pounds. This wasi the {mo- 
chife of good years, andwbeBthe fallowed trunks 
eftreeit (which are most oemmoBlynsed fbr hives), 
were fVill. ' Many of these hives, to- reo^ove from 
their sommer to their winter quarters, required 
tyro stout Greeks to carry tb»n. 
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OfEttatet in the Crimea, and Utose in Pohnd, 
or Russia Prdper— Profit resulting to lA« 
I^n^rietor of lA« Soil from kis Boon, of 
I^asani^— Comparison of the leading CAo- 
racters of Crimean Settlers — Moral Charac- 
ter of the Peasant, evvMed in tUeir thre- 
well a$ my Depmrtxere from Kamgots. 

The estate in (^ Crimea have no sUfes 
attached to tbem ; thaie, however, of the othet 
distritits ai South Russia, that are in the haods 
of private prc^netorSf are sold as the great Roa^ 
siap estates, -'with daves ; though I believe ia all 
cases having a much snaUei aiuiber than eidier 
(h(»e of Pola&d or RMSsiai Pfaper^ and never 
efc^ediogi «r sejidom attainibg fiOO. When these 
•Mates ner« sold, or grunted to the prgfrietora, 
tltey were pntdia^ at ver; low rates, from five 
katte kc^eki per deauteeii, TOth the proviso^ 
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that ooe tnale soul, or one ox, cow, horse, mare, 
or two sheep per desaiteeoj were put npoo them, 
to stock the property. 

Boors, or peasants, can scarcely be said to form 
so moch a part of the property, as that they are 
^ property itself; as when estates (rf* this sort 
are sold, the boors, their families, wives, and 
chil^r^n, and the respective ages of all, are 
regalarly stated. Of course land, liTe-stock, and 
ioaplements, are included; but all these are 
coQ^idered as objects of inferior importance, and 
frequently are not so' much as mentioned in the 
" particular of an estate." 

There are two ways by which the proprietor (tf 
the soil receives a profit ont of his land. The-one 
is by the hard labour of his boOTs, in which case 
the village is divided into two pEirts, one to work 
for the maintenance of the boors, their families, 
live stock, &c. and the other half are compelled 
to labour for their lord; and it is at his <^ti<»i 
either to draw oat half the gang of a village, to 
woi^ iBgularly every day from year's end to year's 
end, or to call out itsentire population;- in which 
jBaae they work every other day for hiin, and the 
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«Jtoniate one for thmiselveg; bat this is seMom 
practised. 

The secood mode b; which the master derivaB 
« pn^t firom his boors, is by a capitatifHi . tax. 
-This-isfar tfaemoBt adnuitageouB for die boors 
themsdveg, bat the worse practice for the in- 
terests of the lord ; yet it obtMns almoet ani- 
versally among the great and wealthy pro- 
prietors. 

The sameness of life in die Crimea, more 
especially to the proprietor resident in tbe-coan- 
Ujf is like the profoand stilloess of a lake, wfaic^ 
is seldwn interrupted, except by some-passing 
Imtl, which may delight the solitary observer on 
its shores, but little aifects its peao^I ii^abi- 
tants. The rejoicing of a festival among- the 
viDagers, or the accidental visit oCsome officer c^ 
the government, (who, finding it c(mvenientto 
have a night's lod^ng on a couch, rather tl»n 
in his calesk on ttie Stepp, therefore pays an oc- 
casicmal visit to the proprietor), are events of the 
greatest magnitude, and produce as mudi bnstle 
in the fomily where they occnr, as fiv thetime 
may lessen ihe enjoyment (tf those members (tfit. 



™ih,Googlc ■ 



202 CONTRAST OP CHARACTERS. 

wIko by IpBg hdttttude are dispoeed to the oeai> 
tinuaoce of ioaaity. 

The T8tftr> for rewiraatkia, has reooijurs* to 
blB pipe; hw wife to b«r holiday tlothes, and « 
viait; the Huwan to a driolung &olic, which 
QQce beguB,'may ]af t'for a week w two; there is 
QOrieUiBg bow iMigs or gaessiog how iooa the 
fft«oinatbn -of the cup may oea«e, w- lecison be 
restored to her throne; but when she hua ^ 
gained her seat, he returns submissive, and with 
iacraased alacrity, to bis duty, and will Idea ib» 
fieet of hi« offended coaster. The German. takes 
the same courao, but -not with equal sooceas^ fof 
^e (dectrioal power has imioh le^y wflwnoe bv^ 
bitn; ht. is naturally too stufad to b^-^itad; 
«ren'>hiyi wuh meaos. ' The Greek,'tofl, {lakes the 
cocdUA cup: wtth altnost as laoch aeaib<aa'tfumgh 
il were the one < which (he f^ir Helen prcfared 
for TeleoMchns ; he drinka till-he is Enerry/aaA 
tb«n davtoOjB tiU he thirsts, again; ■ The Raasia* 
^idks hoiady; the' Crneek, wlDe': the Rttssia* 
dnuiks tiUr he ia sMHC^easivrhe slecf>% reeov«^ 
•jad:re£«rBatadriDk-agaiik. ; The Greek dnoka 
til(: hu : ifktiU ate : eUledt and all arauBil ham 
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■•ems gay ; be takes his batahubi, the doncom 
Bssemble around him, quiek asfais sfurits, put 
bis fiogera ovee the strings, and the darioera' ftet 
keep time to its simf^ tAoes. 
- The Ru«slAa pn^rieibr will spmeiiines oon^ 
deeOend to join the oaTOOBalof bisvasfsall and 
tenantry; and his wife, with bepfoMale attend^ 
ants, may h6 seen pla^ng at < blinftoteVb^,^ 
or mo^ng about in inuqaeraide, either^ib €hre^ 
or Tatar atdre. The Greek men^bntitoakeB it 
holiday aron^dbi'm Wbenevefbe viStts'hte estati*, 
iaknig with bim"^ friebds,- to di-rest the cdnittf^ 
Af hs toBelinesa, e^ afltitttde of ^ it» tetronrf. 
Hia tenimtry dalebrate bis arrival bj brittgi^ 
Mm (Hresents of e^r ^H, pafttry; &c. The 
Tatar .proprietor, aecastc^ed' to reside in the 
country, shuns with equfid care ia so^m in the 
town, where bis expenoes bo mtieh exceed bin 
eustoimary iinigaHty, abd his ibterraiiKtUre'witfc 
society is so much, and unavoidably greater, 
than his peaceful habits are disposed to accord 
whh. i%e English proprietor, iit thie midst olf 
neighbours and dependants, yet feeh a lonely 
ifDJDuraer' there : his habits, totally difibrebt to 
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all by which he ia snrrounded, he joins the fes- 
tive group but as an observer ; his heart par- 
takes not iQ the church festival, nor in that'out- 
ward pomp, which ill accords with the pure and 
simple worship of that Spirit who requires to be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth : he sees with 
pain how much'tioie is wasted without way 
laudable pursuit, or any object thatcan invigo- 
rate either mind or body ; and he cannot &il to 
feel regret at observing the strictness which 
marks the refraining from work' on the birth- 
day of some inconnderable saint, while that 
which God so mercifully has appointed as a 
day of universal rest, is in every sense abused. 
Throughout the continent of Russia, so far from 
the SabbaUi being considered as a day peculi- 
arly Bet apart for religious worship, it is one of 
more than usual bustle : in all tjje large towns 
the Sunday market is much the largest ; and 
the early part of Uie day is therefore occupied by 
jamily arrangements, and the evening devoted 
to balls or the theatre. Thus the Englishmaa, 
whose character is perhaps composed of mate- 
rials that do not easily assimilate with foreign 
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matter, fiads, whatever be the number of :his 
acquaintance, that he has few friends. 
' From what has been premised, it will readily 
be seeB, that the routine of a country life amidst 
such a primitive race as the Tatars, thougti it' 
was occasionally enlivened by visits to the towns, 
or neighbouring proprietors, or made interesting 
by the means of serving our poor^ neighbours,' 
yet could have little of anecdote, while it afibrded 
much of observation, and abundance of employ- 
ment. 

The -moral character of the peasantry of the 
Crimea is exceedingly depraved and vicious ; 
and, excepting the Tatars, I never found it pos- 
sible, by any good ot&ces or kindness, to exoite 
any attachment in them, that the sight of a glass 
of brandy would not instantly' surmount ; and 
amongst the servants we have had, from neuly 
every iiation, there, a ^oss immorality and in- 
veterate love of drunkenness, were almost inva- 
riably the leading traits. 
' The different modes by which they manifested 
their regret at the time of my leaving Karagras, 
were thus evinced: my Tatar ceighboars were 
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wEtli taie,tbrough«dt d)& ^y prbviouB to my de* 
partare, either .sittiilig .slleot lA lay room, or 
U^tic^ la tbe. arfM^ement; f^r the journey ; 
biU'^nithedajof mydpputurefevr.cquldsee me; 
and wjb«b th^ childr^ ^eot (oJbid good ^e to 
the wom^Dj thf)}r.fpuHd.4tein'9liuif<¥i sod really 
g^evio^. . M^.two ienrinto* ODQ.a Pole, the^ 
other a GrermAD) busily aod attentively assisted 
itaft througbtiuit.tbe i^ecsding day,; ,l>fit,wh» 
their d»ty; woft 'dooCk tbey topk eare to drown 
their sorrow in large libations of wine and 
brMdyj wbioK thsptfaad prpvipuftly promised me 
they wiuild-not do- Ou tiie m^roing qf my de? 
pacture>' tbe^ feltsdHqftoc^strtuDgly tbenepea- 
sity c^ rap^ting tiaiat, , whjifb the preceding night, 
had,pfidduc&d estutar&tico ; and I feat, if, 90C. 
the ostensible, I Was at least the nominal cause 
oTampetit'ioQ of the aBime offi^nce the followmg 
ey^ng:/M)ul, welliwaa it: if this evil stopped 

luTCk) '-.-..i :■, ..; ' , : . . .■■ . ■ . ., - , v. 

I conclude with noticingi ^at tte beii^ acN^ 
]n the carriagd, tbid ready tb depwt, I was pre- 
sented by the Polish woman with a small lodf of 
bread and Ijome cheese, which she had sent to 
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the mwrfaet town to purchase for me ; she gave 
it with a particalar iDJiinctioii, that I should eat 
it myself, and then I should not icant bread upon 
the road. That I did not feel this want, how- 
ever, I certMuly owed to a more powerful charm 
tljan her little loaf, though I received it with a 
ready promise to purchase my good fortune by 
so accommodating a price. 
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



Having resided firom the beginning of the year 
1816 until the month of March 1820, at the village 
of Karagoss, in the Crimea, I had daily opportuni- 
ties of becoming acquainted with the manners of 
the Tatar inhabitants of that neighbourhood. Such 
of these as appeared to me most remarkable, I 
occasionally noted for the amusement of a friend 
in Ei^land, carefully committing to paper my ob- 
servations as they successively arose. 

The litUe collectioD thus made I now venture to 
offer to the public, nearly in the fonn in which it 
was originally composed. 

Among numberless deficiencies and disqualifica- 
tions of which I am conscious, I am induced to 
think that, as a resident and a female, I possessed 
advantages for acquiring information, superior to 
those of the passing traveller. Of these I have 
endeavoured to avail myself, and by confining my 
remarks as much as possible to subjects consistent 
with my own knowledge, and of which I may be 
considered a competent witness, I am willing to 
hope that I have secured to my unconnected 
sketches the only merit to which they pretend — 
the recommendation of truth. 

M.H. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Population of the principal Towns — Lau re- 
specting Property — Ptimitive Manners of tke 
Tatars — Classes, according to the present 
State — Dress — JUanagement of their Children 
— Tatar Wives — TTteir Acquirements — Oc- 
cupations, and Amusements. 

Thb male population of the Tatars* inha- 
bitiogthe Crimea amouats, according to the last 
revision, to one hundred and eighty-six thousand 
souls ; of these about six hundred only are 
Murzas (noblemen), the number of noble fomi- 
lies being so materially reduced, that they ^e 
not supposed to exceed sixty. 
The whole population of the Crimea, inclnd- 

* I received thcK statements fnim b Tatar sacerdatal, or 
Mcrelfiry of the Land Tribuaal, and am tbeiefore dispoied 
to believe them correct. 
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ing all descriptions of people, is estimated at 
two btuidred and sixty thousand. 

Akmetchet, aod Theodosia or KaiTa, contain 
each of them about three thousand inhabitaiits. 
Sevastopol, or Akliar, does not surpass that 
amount in stationary residents ; bat as this port 
is the rendezvous of the Russian fleet in the 
Black Sea> its peculation, including sailors, 
soldiers, shipwrights, &c. is computed at from 
fearteeo to fifteen tiionsand. Aooording to the 
revision of 1820, the population of Akmetchet 
was estimated at upwards of six thousand, ex- 
clusive of the military stationed there. Aktiar 
is stated to have nine thousand inhabitants ; and 
including all that are attached to the navy, with 
their lamilies, the amount is supposed to be 
little short of twenty thousand. 

Karasobazar is larger than any oftbese towns, 
and its inhabitants are almost entirely Tatars. 
It posisesses the cheapest and most abundant 
market for provisions, and indeed for every 
article whi^ is usually soM in tho Crimea. 

The old townofStaraiKrim, once tlie capital 
of the peninsula, is now little better than a heap 
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of ruiflB*. Its few inliabitatitfl vtt Aimemfim 
BhopkeepaKf who are tsaid to ooett(^ not kM 
tfaaD two hundred shops: a oumbel- i^pfw^tly 
eqnal to that of all the howses in tbfi plao*. 
These gain a scaDty sabsuteDce from the nei^- 
bouring villages, and chiefly fmn those vAidk 
are too distant to have freqnrait intareomie with 
tlie larger towns. 

The trade of Kafia is at preunt very incoih- 
siderable, having two formidable rivals in 
Odessa and Taganrog, which are both more 
conveoiently situated for island (»}nimiuitcaticint 
The Ka£b merchants, howevw, anticipate the 
time i^en the sea of Ajsoff will be no loogw 
navigable, and the commerce now enjoyed by 
Taganrog be driven back into its former diahnel. 

Besides the Tatu* population, the CriiUea 
cmtaias large colonies of GJermans, who have 
been greatly favoured by government, and owe it 
to their own idleness and drunkeBness, that tbey 

• These rnins are veiy extensive, and we know that at the 
first conquest of the country by the Russian.i, it wai a flou- 
rishing town, though not to be ctHnpared to what it was when 
held by the Genoese. 
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are- not jn the most fiourishiag circumstaDrog ; 
colonies of Bolgariaos, who are the best &nnen 
and most indastrions inhabitants of the peninaala ; 
Jews in abandance, many of whom are of the 
Karaite sect, and are every where mudi re- 
elected ; Armenian shopkeepers in every town ; 
and Greeks both in the towns and villages. 

Some lai^ villages of Rasnan crown pea- 
sants, in addition to the Tatars, form the prin- 
ciptd pf^ulation of the Stepp ; but in the towns, 
particularly Kaffa, may be found the descendants 
of more than fifteen di&erent nations. 

The law respecting property in the Crimea 
remains precisely, or with little variation, the 
same as originally established by the Russians 
at the time of the subjugation. Every male soul 
settling on an estate, is bound to give to the 
proprietor of it eight days' labour in Uie year; 
in return for tlus he has the |n-inlege of grazing 
all his horses, cattle, &c. For whatsoever land 
he may plough, he gives one-tenth of the pro- 
duce to the proprietor of the soil ; and for hay, 
according to the abundance of the seascm, from 
one-third to one-half. Both bay and com must 
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be carried home to the yard of the proprietor, 
who goes himself into the field to see them sent. 
. Notwithstaoding the Tatars of the difierent 
villages Id the Crimea plough, io fact, wfaere- 
ever they please, and as much as they like, upcm 
payment of the aforesE^d tithe, and are liable to 
very few out-goings (labour excepted), yet so 
great is their natural aversion to industry, that 
multitudes of them, rather than plough and 
sow, will buy com to feed their families ; others 
grow enough only for a part of the year, and 
exchange the rest for wool, sheep, &c. 

, In the simple life of the Tatars, much may be 
traced of similarity with those recorded in the 
earliest ages of Scripture history. Their riches 
consist now, as was usual then, in flocks and 
herds, and in the number of their &milie8. 
Many also of their domestic habits are the same : 
nor is it so much a matter of wonder, that, in 
lives so simple, so much accordance should be 
found, as that any people, having had for some 
centuries past an intercourse with more civilized 
nations, should still retain those manners which 
characterized mankind before learning bad 
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enlightened and commerce enriched the worid. 
Here, the ffHrmer is stil) unknown, and the lattef 
Scarcely ventures a step be;<Hid the neighboor- 
hood of tii& leaport whither navigation tempts 
her. Exchange is still the mediom of purchase, 
and money is but seldom required or produced 
in bargains made between one Tatar and 
fuwther, since they look with for more anxious 
ejes at the expenditure of a single petack (about 
a halfpenny), than at the cost often or twenty 
rubles, if negociated by the way of exchange. 
Poor Tatars, like Jacob, serve an apprentice- 
ship for their wives, and are then achnitted as 
part of the fiimily. 

The Tatars of the Crimea may be divided 
into three classes: the Murzas, or noblemen; 
the Mnllas, or priests ; and the peasantry ; the 
latter paying great deference to both the former. 
The Multa is considered the head of every 
parifih, and nothing of conseqnence to the com- 
munity is midertaken without his counsel. His 
land is ploughed for him, his corn sown, reaped, 
and carried home, and it is seldom that the pro- 
prietor of the soil takes tithe of the priest. 
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The langaage used in the mosques is the Ara- 
bic, which the clergy learn to read widioat 
being able to translate, only having a general 
idea as to the teodeocy of esu;h prayer. The 
Effendis (a higher class of the priesthood) are 
doubtlesB more learned, but it is CMUidered 
sufficient for a Mulla of the smalls villages to be 
able to read, and to understand a few of the mys- 
teries of their religion. Not even the smallest 
village is without a minister ; and mistaken as 
these poor people are in the objects of their be- 
lief, and in the observance of senseless laws, at 
least tJiey are entitled to die merit of sincerity 
in their devotions, and a strict adherence to 
those duties which their religion enjoins. 

The dress of a Tatar gentleman is of cloth, 
trimmed with gold or silver laoe, or in the beat 
of suminer, of Turkish ^Ik, or of silk mixed with 
stuff, and in winter his coat is lined with fiir. 
His trowsers are worn tight, and low at the 
ancles, and are made of some bright coloured 
linen, frequently blue. He wears ui^>er and 
under slippers, and no stockings. He has ge- 
nendly a large high cf^ of broad cloth (which 
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distingaishes him from the peasaDtiy), and a 
coloured linen shirt. The prieats and old men 
wear their beards, but the young shave them. 
All shave the head ; uid the Mullas are known 
by a white linen cloth which they bind round 
the outside of their caps. 

The dress of the women consists of a pwr of 
trowsers tied at die ancle, and falling loose to 
the heel, a shift, and a quilted robe, made either 
of Turkish silk or cotton, or of gold or silver bro- 
cade, according to the' rank and condition of the 
wearer. The cap worn by the girls is of red 
cloth trimmed round with gold l^inge, or 
(amongst the peasantry) with their small gold 
money, ' of which they also make necklaces ; 
these latter are likewise sometimes of silver, in 
form somewhat resembling a collar, being tight 
round the neck, with silver pendants hung close 
around it. Their bracelets occasionally consist 
of three or four silver' chains aflixed to a broad 
clasp, but are most commonly rings of coloured 
glass, of which they often wear two or three on 
each arm. Every finger is loaded with a mul- 
titude of rings of brass, lead, silver, and some 
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few of gold, generftlly witb coloured stones 4d 
them. A broad belt is worn around the waist, 
hanging very loose, and as low as the hips : its 
materials vary according to the taste of the 
owner, but it is generally worked with gold or 
silver thread on black velvet, and fastened with 
a clasp as big as the palms of botfa hands; ^ese 
are sometimes of gold or silver, richly embossed, 
and occasionally of brass or lead. A pair of 
silver clasps costs from one hundred and twenty 
to one hundred and seventy rubles. 

The married women wear on their heads a 
large thin Turkish muslin handkerchief, the 
ends of which hang down behind, and over 
this a white, veil, without which it is a shame 
for them to be seen. When they go out to 
walk they wear a large coat maide of a very 
thin kind of woollen stuff, very white, which 
they spin and weave themselves ; this is thrown 
over the head, and hangs down almost to the 
ancles. The few seen waking in towns are 
generally thus habited. The hair is plai^ in 
innumerable small braids, which fall down Uie 
back, and usually descend below the girdle; 
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fw the greater number of them have a fwoftision - 
of very long hair. They dye it (^ a deep ches- 
nuty which, if the operation be well perfwined, 
is a beautiful colour. The married women 
paint their feces both white and red, and pencil 
their eyebrows and eyelashes; but as this is 
done with bad materials and bad taste (the 
groimd'Work, tuoreover, being seldom pretty), 
th^ mcer rather than mend, or improve their 
features. The privilege of painting the face is 
not allowed to the ^rls, who, however, parti- 
cipate in that of staining the hair and nails, 
both of which they dye of the same colour. 

The Tatar women spin and weave all their 
own linen and that of their husbands, using not 
the wheel but the dutaff. The Murzas' ladies 
sometimes sfoa the silk of the country, which 
(dtough coarse axuA rough), is a much more 
costly material, as a shift of it will cost about 
fifty TuUes. Their linen is, for the most part, 
soft in its texture, and a^ea, though not very 
fine. The summer dresses of the men (I meui 
of the peasant^), are entirely of white linen or 
calico, in which they look very neat and clean ; 
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but the women, generally speakijig, are not so ; 
and few, if aoyofthem, esoa{>e Uie itch, which, 
aa well as all scorbutic disorders, seems to be 
hereditary, and exists here with a virulence of 
which I had no idea, the huids, feet, and an- 
cles being often covered wiUi one «itire sore. 

They never wear stockings, but generally 
two pairs of shoes or slippers, the inner ones 
being made without stiff soles, and the ui^r 
assumed when they go out of the house. Be- 
sides these, they wear large high wooden clogs 
Y^ien the weather is dirty. Their slippers are 
very expensive when embroidered wiUi silver 
Uiread; some which I have seen, were so finely 
worked as to cost twenty-five rubles the pair. 
Their gowns, when intended to be handsome, 
are lined throughout the skirt, and covered en- 
tirely over the body with some sort of fur, which 
reaches down the sleeves to the elbow. 

The bottom of their trowsers is generally 
made of some fine Turkish chintz. They are 
very fond of shewy colours and gilding, in 
their dress as well as in the decorations of their 
apartments ; but a Tatar woman, in all her 
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brocade, is a most ungraceful and stiff-looking 
figure. The peasants are very swarthy in their 
complexions ; and though the Murza ladies are 
fair, being never exposed to Uie beat of the 
sun, yet personal beauty is rare amongst them. 

The Tatar women suckle their children from 
two to three years, and think us barbarous- for 
weaning ours so early. For the first half year 
they are seldom carried in the arms, but are 
commonly laid on their backs in a kind of cradie, 
in which they are bound so as not to roll out. 
To the top of this, immediately over their 
heads, are attached coloured beads, bits of 
glass, or money, in order to attract their notice. 
This, to an English mother, appears a most 
promising plan for making the infants crosseyed, 
but it. rarely happens that they are so. A Tatar 
child is swathed from head to foot with no other 
clothes than a few rags for the first two or three 
months, but afler that it is habited in the same 
sUff and formal manner as the mother; and its 
dress, the ugliness of its features, and, more 
than all, the scorbutic humours which almost 
invariably cover it from a very short time after 
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its birth, make it, of all the infants I ever saw, 
the most disgusting and uninteresting. Rarely 
indeed is one seen which vve Daa; venture to 
take in our arms*. 

A Tatar wife is most completely the slave of 
her husband, and that the men consider her 
such, I had from the mouth of one of the most 
respectable of them. Thus she is only desirable 
w she serves to gratify his passions, or to con-> 
nect him with some Tatar of better family or 
greater riches than himself. Among the pea- 
santry, however, who are less bound by rigid 
forms, or less observant of them than their su- 
periors, I have oHen seen sincere affection dis- 
played ; hut their religious tenets, as well as 
long established customs, teach them to sup* 
press and subdue feeling rather than to indulge 
it When a Murza visits the apartments of 
his women, they all rise on his entrance, and 
again when he leaves it, although he comes and 
goes very frequently. This ceremonious mark 

* Tbe Greeks in ibe Crimea presene the custom of 
sprinkling a new-born infiint with sail, alluded to b; (be 
pmpfaet Ezekiel, c. xvi. v. 4. 

a 
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of respect is never omitted, even by the wile or 
t^ any other of (fae females, except they be veiy 
old women, who on account oS their a^ are 
excased from this form. 

A Tatar woman can rarely read, and the 
whole of the iDstruction thought requisite for 
the girls, is that of embroidety, which is the 
chief and almost only occupati<» of those above 
the rank of peasantry. Spinning and weaving, 
whii^ they also sometimes perfiHin, are more 
generally the work of their servants. This em- 
ployment, and some small share in the dtHnestic 
concerns, ( the more important of which devolve 
on the elders of the fiunily ), fill up the dull and 
monotonous round of a Tatar life. 

In the villages of the plain^ the priest is the 
palish sdHKtlmaster ; and it sometimes happens 
that his wife can also read. In (his case> while 
the husband superintends the bojs, ^e teadies 
the girls itfthe village, or rather the very small 
number of them who are desirous of learning. 

The dancing of die women is very ridiculous; 
two only dance at a time, extending the hands, 
turning the head towards one shoulder, itnd 
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boMliDg the eyes continually dd the ground with 
affected ba^fulnesa. The step is somewhat 
like the slow movements of the English horo- 
pipe, and the dance finishes at the <^ioQ of the 
performers. That of the men is to quicker time, 
more animated, and, though not more pleasing^ 
is perfectly the reverse of the other. The musi- 
cians are usually gipsies, and wherever they 
a^^ar, they are sure to find dancers ready. 
The men are allowed to dance in Uie court-yard 
of the women's apartments, who look at them 
from their latticed gallery. 

Swinging is a favourite amusement with Uiem, 
and the love of it by no means confined to chil- 
dren. The ladies seemed surprised when I tokl 
them that I had for some time left offthisdiver- 
•ion, though I liked it much when a child. I 
oantiot wonder, however, that they ccHitinue to 
be Umd of the pastimes of early life, «Dce they 
coottoae always to be children in understand* 
ing ; and thore is stHnelhii^ naacHiable Im their 
love of this exercise, since it is the on/y on« 
whidk they are permitted to take, and that only 
vt ^ seaeina of their two great holidays. 
q2 
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Tatar Carriage — Hoases — i^rni/ure — Stoves — 
Women's Apar^nents — Cons^uction of a 
Tatar Cottage — Marriages — Wedding of a 
Son ofjUH Bey Murza — Plurality of Wives 
— Runaway Matches — PHority in Marriage 
determined by Seniority, and not by Choice 
— Share of Property inherited by a Widow 
— Ouardianship — Tatar Character. 

The common Tatar carriage is a long 
covered cart or waggon, some of two, and others 
of foar wheels, called a madjaar. Few, even 
of the richest among them, have any better vehi- 
cle than this to take oat their wives and families 
in. When a Tatar lady goes to visit her mother, 
or other friends, all her aUendants go with her, 
and she expects to be met at her carriage with 
as much ceremony as if she came in a state 
coach. 

The embellishmeDte of a Tatar room are 
few; it is however warm, clean, and comfort- 
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able. The floors, which are always ibrmed of 
mad, are covered over, even in the poorest hou$e»i 
with coarse grey blanketing', in the best, with 
Turkish matting or carpets. Cushions are 
ranged for seats, and also for. the back to lean 
t^inst, along two sides of the room. Around 
the white-wa^ed walls of the female apart- 
ments, hang the specimens of Uie industry of 
its inhabitants, viz. embroidered napkins, hand- 
kerchiefsj &c. and on the shelves are seen va- 
rious articles of dress, the robes and kaftans <^ 
the ladies. Besides this display, there is always 
a pile of coverlids, mattresses, and cushions fiir 
their beds, over which is thrown a fine covering, 
often of thin muslin, to g^ve a glimpse of the rich 
silks and satins of which they -generally are 
made. The other articles of furniture are, a 
small Turkish table, and a large chest, which 
is punted red, green, and half a dozen other 
colours. 

On one side of the room, a shelf supports 
their dishes, glasses, cups, &c. The last they 
pride themselves on having handsome; and 
always give coffee, as in Tuikey, with a double 
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cup. Sherbet is commoaly offued Id a China 
jiMgio. 

Their windows are not glazed, but latticed^ 
and in winter are cloael}/ papered, leaving only 
a small space in each for a piece of glass. Id 
rammer they are &noifally decorated with slips 
of paper placed across the lattice-work. 

The Tatar stoves are excellently adapted for 
retaining and diffusing heat: when they have 
been made very hot, and the embers are in a fit 
state to be shot up, the door is affixed to the 
mouth of the oven, and a stiff mortar is put all 
roond, to prevent the heat from eseaping. This 
door is always in the entrance room, but the 
stove pn^ects into the sitting-room. 

The women's apartments of the ridier Tatars 
are situated within an iDcloaure, through the 
gates of which none but servants of the &mily, 
and female visitors, are admitted. Oftheformer> 
only one or two have the privilege of entering 
the rooms themselves. The master has another 
hoose, distinct from this boilding, in which he 
receives his guests. 

The peasant has almost always two ronus, 
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of which the iouar aerres for his wlfe'b apai^ 
ment, and the outer is used aa a kitchen. 

The cottages of the Tatar peasants, (<a cheafH 
nets of constnictioD, rapidity of building, and 
simplicity of matermls, arepeiJiaps unrivalled; 
and the inside is generally kept cleanly, eiipe- 
cially those of the mountain Tatars. They are 
c(xistructed of oaken stakes, whose ends are 
driven perpendicularly into the groundt and 
stand above it seven or eight feet, and from one 
to one foot and a half distant fnna ea<^ other; 
into these, liggers are entwined, and the whole 
are well plastered within and without, and 
white-washed when dry. The roof has laAoTg, 
crossed with liggers, nprai which aibes, marl, 
or earth are hel^)ed ; but all the more weaUhy 
boors tile their houses. The sheds, cow-houses, 
stables, and all that belongs to a Tatar iarm-yard, 
is equally composed of stakes and liggers, and 
made warm by being plastered with cow-dung. 
When a Tatar desires to mari^, and has fixed 
upon the lamily from which he intends to choose 
tus wife, ( in which determinatitm he mtiat for 
the most part be influenced by interest, althouf^ 
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the reputed betiut; or good qualities of his bride 
ma; perhf^ have been described to him by 
her attendants), hid first step is to obtain .the 
conseat of the f^er. This being accomplished, 
presents are sent, according to Hie circuoMtances 
of the suitor, who now viMts in the femily on » 
footing of increased familiarity. None of the 
female part of it, however, are on any occasion 
visible to him, unless be can by stealth obtain 
a glance of hisJair one, who possesses the supe-. 
rior advantf^ of seeing him whenever he comes 
to the house, through the lattice-work which in- 
closes the apartments of the women. 

At the period fixed for the wedding, a Tatar 
Murza sends to all the neighbouring villi^es an. 
invitation to come and partake cX his festivity 
and good cheer. Two, three, or more villages 
in a day are thus feasted, and this lasts a week, 
ten days, or a fortnight, according to the wealth 
of the bridegroom. Each guest takes with him 
some present, which is as handsome as his means 
will allow : a horse, a sheep, a lamb, varimts arti- 
cles of dress, nay, ef en money, are presented on 
this occasion. 
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Macb ceremony takes place in pre^nng the 
intended bride on the evening before ibe wed- 
ding, of which I have been a witness. The poor 
girl either was, or appeared to be, a most tm> 
willing victim. She was lying on cushionswhea 
I first entered, covered so as not to he seen, and 
surrounded by the girls who were her particnlM^ 
friends, the rest of the women attending less 
closely^ The girls, at intervals, loudly lamented 
the loss of their companion, and she joined in 
the voice of woe. At length the women told her 
that it was time to commence the preparatitms. 
In an instant the ^Is all seized her, and uttering 
load cries, attempted to withhold her from tiie 
women, who, struggling against them, endea- 
voured to force her away. This scene lasted till 
the bride was near suffering seriously from thur 
folly, for she fainted from oootihued exerliMi, 
and -the heat of the crowd ; but this maybe said 
to have ended the contest, for tbey Were obliged 
to give room and air for her to revive, and some 
little Ume after she had recovered, the women 
took formal possession of .their new assodate. 
They then began to dye her fingers, her toe- 
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nails, and aAerwards her luur, which being tied 
up, she at last was leH to repose. Duriag the 
whole time I was there, she would not shew her 
&ce ; and in general I have observed, that if one 
tells a Tatar girl that it is said she is about to be 
married, she runs immediately out of the room, 
and wilt never speak to a stranger on that subject 
The share which the (niest has in the cere- 
mony, is, I believe, very slight : he attends the 
home of tiie bride's father, and asks at her win- 
dow, whether she ctmsents to the marriage. If 
she answers in the affirmative, be says swne 
short ejacnlatory prayer, blesses the couple in 
the name of the prophet, and retires. For this 
he receives a [^es^iit of considerate value ; a 
horse, or a sheep, or money. 

The prindpal ceremony ttdces place on the day 
when the bride is brought home to her bus- 
band's house ; and the chief viutors are then in- 
vited. Eating, drinking, and dancing to the 
music of a drum and bagpipes, form the greatest 
part of the entertainment, till the cavalcade seta 
out to meet the bride. She is always met at the 
frontiers of the estate on which the tn-idegtoom 
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resides, all the guests attending, and conducting 
Uie lady to her future dwelling. 

The party, wlwn on the road, forms a gay and 
lively concourse, in which he, who in England 
wonld be called the happy man, is the only 
persoD who has not the i^pearaace of being 
cheerful. Apparelled in bis w<»8t suit of clothes, 
with unshaven face, and perhaps badly mounted, 
he rides where he is least conspicuous, while a 
friend has the chai^ of leading another horse* 
for him, which is always richly caparisoned. 
When the party attending the bride is arrived 
at the place of meeting, the mother, or some 
duenna who has the superintendance <tf the busi- 
ness, first makes a present of value to the person 
who leads the horse, which, if it be a^wl, as 
is generally the case, is tied round the neck of 
the animal. Afterwards, many smalt handker- 
t^eft coarsely embroidered, and little {Heces of 
linen, or of coarse printed cotton, are distributed, 
ffn* which the guests contend in horse-races. 

* At the wedding of Afsoot Tchelebi this was a baodsome 
Circanian hone, for which he gave five handred rubles; the 
■addle and trappings cott three bundred more. 
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This ocseupies mudi time, and during the whde 
of it, the carriage which contaias the bride waits 
at the diBtaace of nearly half a mile. It is 
never brought nearer to the partj, but the lady's 
father, or one of her brothers, attends it, in 
order to see the charge safely executed of deliv^- 
ing her unseen into the Irouse of her husband. 
The better to effect this, the caniage is hang 
ronnd with cnrtuDs inside, and if the party 
arrive somewhat early at the village, the vehicle 
is detained at the entrance of it till near the close 
of day, and till it is supposed that all are occu- 
pied in eating. 

When she reaches the door of her new prison, 
sherbet is brought her to drink, and some kind 
of sweetmeat is given with it. She is next pre- 
sented with a lamb, which is actually put into 
the carriage with her, and afterwards transferred 
to one of her attendants. At length, after much 
bustleand preparation, the court being previously 
cleared of all spectators, large coarse blanketmg 
is fixed up, so as to prevent all possibility of her 
being seen, and then, wra[^»ed in a sheet, she 
is carried by- her brother into the house. Here 
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fresh forma and c^^monies awut her. Being 
received into- one of the most private rooms, a 
curtain is £xed up so as entirely to cover one 
comer of it. B^ind this the poor girl is placed, 
who, aller the aoaoyaoce and fetigne^e has un- 
dergone, is glad to rest as much as she is able in 
this nook of her cage. Decorated now in all her 
gayest attire, and glittering with' gold and bro- 
cade, she is still not permitted tobe seen, except 
by her mother and female friends, who busy 
themselves in s^ranging her clothes in proper 
order, and in adorning the room with a profu- 
sion of gay dresses, embroidered handkerchiefs 
and towels, rich coverlids, and cushions of cotton 
or Turkic silk. All these are distributed around 
the room ; even tbe shijh, being new for the 
occasion, are hung up with the rest, along the 
walls of the apartment, forming an extraordinary 
mxi of tapestry. 

While this arrangement is taking place, the 
bridegroom, having parted with most of bis 
guests, be^DS to prepare for a visit to his bride. 
Being now washed, shaven, and gaily drest, he 
is allowed about midnight to see his wife for an 
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hour, at the czpiratioD of which, he is sammoDed 
to retire. Throu^cwt the whole of the next day, 
she is destined to be fixed in a corner of Uie room, 
and to remain ttandmg during the visits of as 
many strangers as cnriosit; may bring to see 
her. The menempJoy themselves in horse- 
raciog ; and three or four ariides of some value 
are given for the winners. The bridegnxnn 
makes a point of paying an early visit to those 
whom he considers his Meeds, taking with him 
some little present of his wife's embroidery. 

Whenever a wedding took place among the 
Tatars of our own village, they always invited 
me to attend, and if by any cause I was pre- 
vented from going, they would send me some 
f)£ every sort of pastry which they had prepared 
fw the occauoQ. If I went, a party came to 
escort me, and a band of music either accom- 
panied them, or met me at the entrance of 
the village. It likewise attended me when I 
returned home. 

December 21st, O. S. 1SI9. The weddiog^ 
of one of the sons of Atti Bey Murza is now 
gung on in this neighbourhood, where it is 
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I that the persons who will assemble on 
the last day of the ceremony will not be fewer 
than a thousand, and that the money expended 
will not be less than seven or eight thousand 
rabies. The receiving of guests will have lasted 
eight days, and od each day from four to fire 
hundred persons have attended. 

It is by no means rare for a Tatar peasant to 
expend from one thousand to two thousand rubles 
at his wedding, though there are many who are 
fiompelled by poverty to more frugality. 

The excess to which this custom is carried 
amongst the Tatar peasantry, exceeds credibility. 
In fact, a marriage amongst them is said to be 
frequently the niin of the party. For the purchase 
of his wife, and the presents he gives her in 
clothes, and the distribution of other presents 
amongst whole villages who are invited to the 
ceremony, oblige him to sell a great part of his 
live-stock, and not seldom the whole of it: oxen, 
horses, cows and sheep, are sold without mercy ; 
his magazines under ground are emptied ; and 
besides all this, he has been known to borrow 
money at an interest of never less than from two 
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to three per cent, per moDth. An iocumbnuice 
such as this, Tatar industry does not so<hi sur- 
moont, and long continued poverty is the conse- 
quence of indulging this ambition. 

It is well known that the Mahometan law 
admUs of a plurality of wives. Fonr are allowed; 
but few Tatars are found to have more than one. 
As long as they continue to live in unity with 
the first it very seldom hi^^ns that they take a 
second; for the women, though brought up in 
Buch perfect subservience and submission, have 
still the same passions and feelings as ourselves, 
and can as ill brook to share with another the 
affections of their husbands. Whether or not 
the existence of the law, and the knowledge of 
the right which it confers, may stimulate them 
to a more attentive observance of their duties, 
and more constant endeavours to maintain undi- 
vided the regard of their lords, I will not ven- 
ture to say, but I think it hy no means an im* 
probable effect ; certain it is, that though a 
Tatar husband is supreme and absolute, and 
though he considers his wife most perfectly 
his slave, still is he affectionate and kind to 
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her, and instances of unhappy marriages are 
rare. 

In cases where husbands have two or mate 
wives, separate apartments and separate esta- 
blishments mast be given them ; they will never 
consent to live together, and always regard eadi 
other with feelings of hatred, jealousy and pride. 

The priest possesses the power of giving a di- 
vorce' oc)der particular circumstances. If the 
husband beat or ill use bis wife, she may com- 
plain to the Mulla, who, attended by the com- 
munity of the village, comes to the house, and 
pronounces a formal separation between the 
parties. The woman goes back to her own re- 
lations. 

Runaway matches, thou^ not common, some- 
times happen, and appear to be as viEiUd as thofte 
which are sanctified by the priest. No other 
shame attaches to tbem, thto that which results 
from the omission of their proud ceremonials and 
festivities. The woman considers herself as 
effectnally bound to the man, and he as faith- 
fully attaches himself to her, as if they had passed 
through the long ordeal of a Tatar marriage. An 
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infltaoce of this hai^wQed in the village of Kuar 
goss, amoDgst our own labourers. 

A Tatar faaviog more than obe dtui^iter, will 
not give the ^roaoger in marriage before the 
elder, even though a higher price be offered for 
her; therefore, be her beaut; or dispoutioa ever 
»o much commended and extolled by her atten- 
dants, die girl has no chance of being married 
Booner than her sisters, oc perhaps, if Uiere be 
many of them, of getting a husband at . all. 
Among the peasantry, however, this rule is poi^ 
siMy dispensed with. The daughter of a Murzft 
may not marry a peasant, and the number of her 
own rank is now diminished to a small one. 

By law, a man may marry the widow of his 
brother. At the death of the husband the wife 
inherits one-third of his personal property, and 
the ohildren divide the remainder. 

Guardianship of children is vested in the bro- 
thers of the deceased, and widows also become 
their vraxds. 

Id case of landed property, Ihe tribunals of 
the Russian ^vemment have power over the 
guardians of estates, and a yearly account of 
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income and disbursement must be given, and 
attested in'the provincial courts, in order to pre- 
vent the person in trust from appropriating to his 
own nse, that of whtoh he has the charge. 

The landed estate descends to the male heir, 
gubjcct, however, to the maintenance of tbs 
fiuuily. 

The hig^eM points of excdlenee in die Tatar 
diaranter are their sobriety and cfaastity^ for 
both of which they are untversally remarkable 
and praiseworthy. The Tatar law, I have been 
t«ld, in cases of inBdelity, sentences the offen- 
der to be plaoed'ia a grave dug for the porpoK, 
when^ the whole neighbourhood being assem- 
bled frgm many versts round, each person pre- 
sent flings a stone, and the delinquent is thus 
sacrificed to the rage of ofiiended feeliags. 

The Crim Tatars, however, now living under 
the Russian government, and subject to Russian 
laws, are no longer able to exercise their own 
customs, uid tibis, among the rest) has fallen 
intocUsQse. 
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•Fhherals — Anniversary of the Death of Reia^ 
fives — Fasts and Feasts — Charms and Amu- 
lets — Mendicants — Presents to Lying-in Wo- 
meor^Houses of the Slepp Tatars — SmaU- 
Pox — Vapour Baths. 

I WAS present at the bunal of an old woman 
who died in the village of Karagoss. This 
ceremony usoally takes place about twelve hours 
after death. When the persons a^^oibted to 
attend the funeral were assembled, the body 
was brought out of the house and laid upon a 
hurdle. Having first been well washed, scone 
coarse new linen, sewn together in proper lengtiis' 
for the purpose, was folded round it, and it was 
finally covered with the best kaftan and pelisse 
of the deceased. The corpse was next brought 
out by the bearers, fivm the shed in wluch 
these preparations had been made, ajid placed 
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upDD the ground at sotne little distance. The 
Mulla, and some men hired to 8ing,.tliea assem- 
bled round it, and some short ejaculatory prayers 

' were offered, during which the women stood 
attentive, a few paces from the spot. After the 
prayers and singing were ended, the bearers 
raised the hurdle ( which was affixed to very 
long poles, 80 as to allow four or five men to 
'carry it, both before and b^ind), and.«et off at 
a very quick pace, almost running. The women 
instantly began crying and howling, and fol- 
lowed die coipse with loud lamaitatioos to die 
extremity of die village. 

As die rapidity widi which the bearers pro- 
ceeded soon heated and tired diem, they were 
relieved by others of the villagers, who all kept 
pace, and did not interrupt the procession for 
an instant by their changes. The priest, and 
some men from another village, attended on 
horseback. Arrived at die grave, which was 
prepared on the open Stej^, the body was 
placed 00 die ground, and the men gfUhered 

' round it, praying as before. In the act of 
{ffaying diey hold up the hand, as if reading 
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&on it, and at tha oIom of the jprayer pau <hm 
fasod over tlie forehead, or both down either 
side of the fiuxi. This put of the ceremoirf 
being over, they all went to a short distanee, 
and seeing ^maelvet ia a ring, were t<ead to 
by the Afolla, and hy stime other peraotK, 
While this was going <m, (he som of the de- 
ceased distributed a small sum of money among 
those who were prasent, sending it romd by 
one of bis friends. My little boy beliig with 
me, be, aipong die rest, was offered a few 
kepeeks. IHiese I at first was unwilting to let 
him take, but the man who brou^ them in- 
BUtfd tMi his aoceptiog them; and iivheit 1 adied 
him ftw w|iat purpose they wore given, he ra- 
pped, '' kt proems the piaysrs of those pressnt 
ffv the dooe^ed, tfe^ ihe may be received intQ 

Havuig mi^ed a poitioa of qoidi-fime with 
the earth, thegr now prepared to put the cecpaa 
iote the graTe. 'fbis was. dug perpendicidi^rly 
&r atmKt four feet, at wluch depth aa excavar 
tioD was made on one side, nearly tiirge enoi^ 
to, admit the width ot the body, ia thi« kscb* 
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rated niche it was laid, and sotbe papera* writ-' 
ten h J theMulla were disposed about it; ob^ 
being placed on the breast, expresBive trf tbe 
character of the debeased ; another in the band^ 
intended likewise as a sort o( pbssport at tbe 
gates '(^Heaven ; and a third above lh& head^ 
which is said to be an intimation to the Evil 
One to refhiia from distorbing the bones of a 
true believer. These ptq^rs having been prO' 
perly arranged, stakes were fixed obliquely 
across the grave, from tbe upper to the lower 
side, of^site the body, 'they vtere placed 
very close to each other, aad a quantity of bay 
being pot over diem, tbe earth was thrown in^ 
and hirge stones collected to cover the whole. 
"Hie final ceremony at the grave is a iiepe- 
, tition of prayers and singing; the party theft 
adjourn to the house of the deceased^ where 



i tb* Hulb to give me copies of these papers, 
but u they were written in Arabic, I found difficulty io 
getting them translated. Having given tliem to a Tatar Sa- 
cerdalal for that purpose, I never received them again. I 
have little doubt that he handed them over lo the Effeinli, 
who prevented their bein^ returned to Aie. 
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they and others, including, all relatioDs and 
fiiendfl, are feasted for one, two, or three suc- 
cessive days, according to the power . and pos- 
sesaions of the mourners. After the dispersioa 
of the other attendants, the Mulla remains alone, 
and reads by the grave. 

The Tatars believe that the spirits of the bad 
walk for forty days after death, la this case, 
they say, it is requisite to uncover the grave, 
and either shoot the dead body, cut off its head, 
or take out its heart. 

I once inquired of a Tatar, if the {)assports 
given to the dead were indiscriminately granted 
to all; and when he answered in the afBrmative, 
I forther asked him, hotv a favourable character 
could be conscientiously given to such persons 
as a known robber or murderer? '* We believe," 
said he, *' that aoae are so bad as ^at some 
good may not be found in them, and ^lat the 
soul will only remain in Hell till it has expiated 
the sins committed in this life, or until ^Ija- 
homet has made sufficient interces«ion for it." 

The Tatars commemorate the anniversary of 
the death of their relatives^ on which occasion 
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all the women and girls of the village visit the 
grave. The oeardst relatioDs remuo reading 
and praying around it for about an hour, and 
the other women arrange themselves at some 
distance. The prayers being finished, all seat 
themselves together within sight of the grave, 
when pancakes, and a finer sort of bread, are 
distributed amongst the party. I was present at 
one of these ceremonies : the woman deceased 
had left five children, the two eldest of whom 
(girls of fourteen and sixteen years of age) 
evinced much real sorrow for her. loss. In the 
interval of twelve months their &ther had. mar- 
ried again, and his second wife made one of 
the party. Soon after he divorced this woman, 
on account of the badness of her temper, and he 
is since married to a third. 

The &st of the Oroza is a very severe one, 
and kept with equal strictness by rich and poor. 
It consists, as is well known, in abstinence 
from food and drink from sunrise to sunset 
When it falls io harvest time, the men are fre- 
quently unable to work, in consequence of its 
debilitating effects. They wash their faces. 
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and even rinee their moaths with water, bat 
though parted vntii thir^ and fainting with 
fe^igue, never ventare to swallow a drop. 
Their &voarite recreation of smoking is also 
draied theiB, and it is not till they are abso- 
lately reduced to the bed of BiokneH, that 
Ihey cao obtain way remis^cm ttf these obterv- 

8IIC8S. 

At their two Byrams, one of which ^Uovra 
this fiist, they eojoy all the gaiety of which a 
Tatar life is capable. On these oocasions, the 
peasantry of most of the sarrounding TtUageif 
visit their Murza. Much ceremony appes^ tm 
their first meeting, eadi petscm appvoaebitig 
bim in order, kneeling on eae knee, kiash)^ hwt 
band, and putting it to his icivehead. Thoy 
then seat themselves indiserimiDately, und Htthl 
comcioasoess W seen of any Aflerenee of rank 
between them. He regales tbe» with coffee uid 
dicrbet, wbieh tatter is a very favonrite driob 
wMi Aem, and fb simj^y eoarse honey mited 
irith water. Another, and 1 believe ihd only 
■troi^ liqow wfakh they are atknred, is ca)M 
boosa: it is Biade either front rke <» miltot. 
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and with thig, it is said, they occaiiooally get 
mudi iatoxieat«d ; bot the vice of druakennestf 
is veiy ran among the Tatars in the Crimea, 
and I believe is never an habitual one. 

Wine tbe^ universally refuse, aBd.even in 
eaaes of sickness, require the consent of their 
ptiest bHbre diey will drink it. This, in some 
instanees within ray own knowledge, has not 
been granted when it might have been erf" emen- 
tia) service. 

Maay of them drink brandy without scrapie, 
alleging that Mahcwoet only forbad Uie use of 
Jbrmmtad liqatffs. This is, howevev, only the 
plea of the inosi ignorant or the moat wilfal. I 
luiTe s&en them drink beer, which Hlust be just 
as pbjeotiofiftble, under- this view of the law, as 
wine, but tb^ were not infurDied bow it was 
made. 

I onee inquired <^ a Tatar gentlemaD, if k 
were true that the Mahometans betieve woiaeq 
to have BO souls : " oertaialy not," ref^ied be, 
*'bat 4^ perfect seolmion in wl»eli they )iv« 
makes it impossible to admit of their praying in 
public, and it is contrary to our law that they 
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should do so." For my own part, I have seen 
the Tatar women pray, both at the stated hours, 
and also in an ejaculatory manner, with a zeal 
and devotion which left me no doubt of their 
faith and bqpe. 

The old men are generally very strict attend- 
ants at mosque, but the young seem to go sel- 
dom. I was once a secret witness of their cere- 
monies in a village metchef*, but observed no- 
thing remarkable. The most religious of them 
plaice their ambition in acquiring a sofficient 
fund to carry them to Mecca ; a visit to which, 
procures for them the title of Hadgee, or Pilgrim. 

The Tatars wear a great number of charms 
and amulets, as preservatives from sicknesS' and 
other dangers. They commonly consist of some 
written pi^er, {wrdiased from the Mulla, and 
carefully sewn up in a piece of cotton or silk. 
These hang in strings about the neck, are sus- 
pended by Uie wtunen to the hair, and are worn 
by the men in the centre of the back, stitched to 
the outer garment. They use this remedy for 

• Mosque, oi place of nor^ip. 
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the«ickDess of their boraee as well as for their 
own, and one of them lending my soi^ a bridlej 
begged him to take care of the amulet attadied 
to it, " for which," said he, " I paid five rabteB." 
Another of their fitvourite specifics is a bag of 
millet tied round a horse's neck, which, as it is 
applied either for a lame foot or a sore backi 
is, I snif^nse, equaiiy efficaciom for «ach. They 
likewise throw, an egg, or eggs, into the foce of 
a horse which is ill ; but that this charm is npt 
always effective, I can ajiswer from my own 
ej^erience. These superstitions, gross as diey 
may appear, are by no means confined to the 
lower class. Daring the illness of one of my 
children, tbe steward of a neighbouriDg Murza,' 
who accidentally came to tbe house, informed 
me that his msister had the power of curing it. 
" He will write a paper for you," sud the man, 
" which you must burn, and hold the child over 
the smoke of it: this done, she will recover; or 
perbf^ he will direct you to sew up the paper 
without looking at it, and let her constantly 
wear it. Do not hesitate to send to him, if you 
desire it." I had no occasion to try the streogth 
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of Uos chanii, an my child reoorered wiUtout its 
aasMtaace. 

In covauott vAth man; other nations of the 
Gut, the; retain die imperstttion of the evil eye, 
which is too wdl imown to require deroription ; 
ceQuected wiUi this^ is Ae bdief, that tiie ad« 
miv^ion of a steaoger is liable to briog bad 
lock upon their chtldrea, oatde, Sac. ; and the 
very ancient method of averting its ill ccnu- 
qnenceH) by ^ttiog on the object sa^MMod to 
be affected. 

Another, and. more aingalarprejudiee) which 
pervades the better informed as vnU an tfa» 
lower class of peofJe, is that respecting bees. 
They suppose, Uiat if any robbeiy be ccHamitted 
wfavre a number of hives is kept, ihe whole 
stodk will gradually dimiaidi, imd in a shoft 
time die ; "^ bees" soy they, " viAH not st^er 
Mming." Tlus ronark has been mt^e tfaati 
once made to me hj respeclsJ>le, and, on othcff 
rabfscta, apparently. seDsible persons. 

In oases c^ epidemic disease aniottgst cattto^ 
a' Tatar expects to core it by ciltUng off ^ 
faead'of one of tbem, and bHryiog it in a iMfe; 
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This I bsUeve is a sftcrifioe to the devil, tat evil 
spirit, vfbo has sent the coutagioD. 

It 18 a vei7 oomiDOD custom ia the Crimea, 
with theTfttara as w«ll as the Bulgaiiafi aatUess, 
to stick up a horse's slwH near theiF houses, in 
«Tder to preserve them from witehcr^ It ap- 
pears, I am told, from anoient sAithorit;, Uut » 
somewhat similar superstition prevuled amof^ 
die earliest kiiown inhabitants of this oouotr;, 
(d» Twirians), who however made u«e of a 
human skull for this purpose. 

A Tatar, who was hired to go firom.Karasoss 
to Ode^a, reused to set out on a Tuesday, con- 
sidering it an unlucky day ; " for," said he, " I 
<Hioe began a journey on that dayj and lost two 
horstt by it, 60 that I would not again run the 
risk for ooe thousand rubles." He added, that it 
was against the law; whidi I cannot believe, 
since it is not probable that Mahomet, who 
allows his followers to work on their Sabbath, 
should prcdiibit them from doing so oo any other 
day. 

Meudicant» aie very rare among the Tatars ; 
their mode of life is so simple, and the lew wants 
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they bave beyond what their owd labour gives 
them, are BUf^lied at so litUe cost, that the son 
finds the maintenance of his paroits, when ad- 
vanced in life, DO burden to him; and his chil- 
cb-en are an addition of wealth to his store. In 
the few cases which occar of the old being re- 
duced to beg, I am told that they never enter a 
Tatar cottage to ask charity, and meet with a 
denial; money, clothes, bread, or some sort of 
food, is given to them, and a Tatar would be 
ashamed who would refuse to listen to this call 
upon his humanity. 

At the birth of a child, it is uoivereally thie 
custom for the other females of the. village to 
. visit the lying-in woman,' each bringing some 
present, either of food, clothes, or money. How- 
ever trifling their gifts may be, they are accepted, 
while the not giving would be considered a dis- 
grace. How ftir this custom extends among the 
rich Tatars,'! cannot say, but among the poor it 
is very general. 

It is rare to see either lame or blind people 
among them, and they are remarkable for hav- 
ing fine dark eyes, and teeth of extreme white- 
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liess. These latter the^ frequebtly employ in' 
chewing a sort of gum, en* paste, prepared hy 
themselves from the root of a plant, and called 
seAkm. Their estrs are singularly large, luid 
they never attempt to cover them, but cOQatabtly ' 
wear their caps low, on purpose to make them 
stick out. How variable a form has beauty ! 

The houses of the Stepp Tatars are often dog 
la the ground, to such a depth as to require only 
roofing to complete them. These being'jmper- 
vious to the air, are warmer in winter, and 
cooler in summer, than Uie usual huts, which 
are built of wood and plastered. 

It is singular that, during the whcJe of my 
residence at Karagoss, 1 have never seen or 
heard of Uie smdll-pox among the Tatars, though 
the Greeks in the immediate neighbourhood have 
had it with great virulence. Vaccination is 
practised in the towns, but in the villages it is 
received slowly and unwillingly. 

The use of vapour baths is very general, both 
amojig the Tatars and Russians, who heat them, 
however, in a different manner. The Tatar bath 
generally ccmsists of three rooms, the innermost 
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of which is heated b^ the steam from a copper of 
boiling water : this is admitted into the apart- 
ment by a door, and the heat is regulated by 
Dumerotts small windows ID a dome above, whieh 
are removed and replaced at pleasure. 

The Qdter room is used ior dressing, and the 
secoqd containa two or three water-baths, (or 
thoBe who prefer that mode (^bathing. 

The Riuaian bath is heated by a tr^ich full of 
sbHiee, which are rendered red-hot by a fhrnace 
below. From water thrown upcoi these, the ne- 
cessary vapour is created; and as the heat is 
greater the nearer one approaches to the roof, 
Uiere is always a flight of steps in the room, by 
ascraiding which, any requisite degree may be 
obtained. 
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Tditer Fiod-^- Imtrnmems — C^aatet — Horse- 
Badng— ^Appearance ofAe TtOttr <m Hvrse^ 
back — l^tms — Agim^h—Execu^ott ofCm- 
vict»-^AffticuliHre^^Mimier o^ !Z^ejAfMy— ' 
71»es^ff-fhor^Method of Staehmg ifey 
on the South Coast. 

The food of the Tatars consists chiefly of 
sour milk, or paste. From childhood they are 
BO accustomed to the use of sour food, that they 
eat every sort of acid with extreme avidity. They 
devour unripe fruit with great greediness, and 
suck lemoas iu preference to oranges. They sel- 
dom eat fresh milk, but immediately it comes 
fi'om the cow, it is 6rst boiled, and ftflerwards 
churned.. The batter is then melted, and poured 
into a skin. The buttermilk is put into a cask, 
which stands ready to receive the overplus of 
every day's consumption, and which, thus be- 
' coming sour, is saved until the time when their 
s2 
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cowa are dry. A very small jug of it will at 
that time sell for a petack. They also make 
cheese, which is not dried, bat salted and pressed 
in small thin pieces. These are afterwards put 
down iotp an earthen pot, or small tub, with a 
si^cient quantity of salt to keep them. They 
prepare paste for eating in a great variety of 
ways, making it in different shapes, imd frying 
or boiling it with butter. Sometimes it is served 
up in die fcwm of pancakes, sometimes of patties, 
containing a smalt portion of meat and onion. 
One of their favourite dishes consists of small 
balls of paste sent up in sour cream. Another, 
. which is by far the most conformable to a 
stranger's taste, is made of minced meat, sea- 
soned and rolled in vine leaves, which they put 
into a saucepan with butter, and stew over a 
slow fire. They eat rice, as the Turks do in 
Pillau, with boiled nusins, and make a cold 
soup of these latter, as well as of figs, which is 
in fact no more dian the water in which they, 
have been boiled. When melons and cucum- 
bers are ripe, they live almost entirely upon 
them, devouring them unpeeled, and requiring 
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ooly the addition of bread to complete- their 
meal. 

. The Rugsiaos, Greeks, and Bal^riang eat 
frogs, land tortoises, and snails, which last they 
boil, and having taken from them the shell, dish 
them up with flour, salt, and oil. Snails are^ 
' however, only considered good and eatable at 
two seasons of the year, viz. in the autumn, and 
very early in the spring, just before the frost 
goes, at which time they are found about the 
roots of trees. As soon as they begin to crawl 
they become slimy, and are no longer palatable. 
At their, dinners they sit in a circle around a 
small table about a foot from the ground, over 
which is thrown a targe table-cloth, or more 
commonly avery long napkin, covering the knees 
of all the party. The first dish, which generally 
consists of soup, is then brought in, with slices 
of bread, and a spoon for^ach person. All eat 
out of the same dish, and the use of forks is un- 
known. When roast or boiled meat is sent to 
table, the master of the house cuts it into slices, 
and helps his guests with his fingers, placing 
every one's'portion upon his bread, or upon the 
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U%y. At thnr jP^iqjs they serr^ iq> (eo er ^flafw 
dishes, one at a time ; and at a friendly dinn^ I 
bare never soen le^s thna six. Wmter i^Qonunqnly 
drank ai t«Me, uid v/hm that is removed, e^ 
oelleDt ct^ee, oftcai wiltiQut «igfM' !V <?t^o}, U 
handed roand. An ewer and bftsin wre bfotv^t 
to each peiBon, before and ailer the r^f^l. U 
is not their custom to 9fty grace aUm^, bv^ I 
have remained the elder womev of the favuly 
repeaUng sone s<ui of praytf before thej hl^^^ 
to eat 

The masicaj in«tnimea^ of the TutfVfS 4^e t]B^ 
most ummmcat of their kind. Tliey oonsist of 
ihe pipe, ba^ifie, aaddnun; thefiwmerof uiiieh 
is the eompanioD oS the efae|)hspd boy, and Ibe 
tw« latter Uk oonstaat accompaBiaHtnte of their 
vreddu^ feaati. I have oAen eoquired for Pft- 
^ooal songs, but oould never hew of ony tt^ 
were worth, or indeed would bear trsjiislE^iDg : 
those which m; boys learnt auHHig the Tatar 
lads, were generally founded on some vilUtg? 
anecdote. I cannot find that they bsAre the vmal 
oriental taste for tales of necromuicy and sq- 
(^antmMit ; but they are fond of gbost stories, 
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and the fket of the de<rtt walkibg m the gilrden 
at Karagoss, is not doubts b^ any one of thein. 

Tfao bo^ have many very active games, some 
of which resemUe those (tf our EngliEAi 6hildrein. 
Among those peealiar to themselves, are several 
played with b<mes, which they throw fMHa the 
back ctf llie hand, and catdi again very exjiertly. 
In one of Uieir games, the bones are ptaced tU a 
short distance, and then |Rtijected forward by a 
sUok thrown at them. This last is the amnse- 
meht ol meb as well as of bo;^. Wrestling is 
peifermed much in the same manner as hi Eng^ 
land, excepting that they grasp each other by the 
sash, so tiiat the position of the body is less np- 
ri^t. KickiBg, I am told, is not allowed, and 
the onlyexertioB^of the wrestlers is aaendeavoar 
to throw each other by tripping up the heels. 

Horse-racing is a most fiivonrite amtisettient 
with t^e Tatars, at all their weddings, and on 
every holiday. They have no stated course, 
however, and run to no stided distance. The 
itaMui» in which the race is conducted is as 
follsfits : me of the party holding a handker- 
chief (thepnze contended for) in bis month, 
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sets off at fiUl speed, followed by one, two, or 
perhaps ten or twenty others. He who over- 
takes the first, snatches the pfiae, and is in like 
manner pursued by the rest, -who all endeavour 
to get possession of the haudkerchief, or at any 
rate to prevent the rider who bears it from effect- 
ing his return to the spectators. It becomes the 
property of him who retains it, till he can con- 
trive to reach the horses of those who are en- ' 
gi^;ed in observing the contest. Thus the race 
is shtwter or longer, according to the number 
and success of the competitors. There ia sure 
to be a full attendfuice at this amusement, when- 
ever it may occur,, but chiefly at their weddings, 
when every Tatar who possesses a tolerably 
good horse, considers himself called upon to 
di^lay the-skill of Uie animal and his own, in - 
this popular and national diversimi. 

The Tatars ride well, and in th6ir holiday 
clothes look very graceful on horseback ; but 
when they wear the large cloak called a bourka, it 
givesa&rocity to theirappearance which isalmost 
alarming to those not accustomed to see them. 
These mantles are of felt, and resist the rain. 
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The; are manufactured in the Crloiea from 
wool, and are either Qaturally of a rusty brown 
colour, or are dyed black. The Circassian 
bourkas are made of camel's or goat's hair, aud 
are more expensive. The sheep-skin pelisses 
and'lamb's-wool caps, which are assumed by 
the Tatars in winter, increase not a little their ' 
savage looks. Around the waist they .wear 
either a long girdle, of white or cdoured linen, 
or else a broad belt, very tightly fiistened. On 
one side hangs a knife, and a tobacco bag and 
pipe are commonly slung b^ind. Thus ac- 
coutred, and having with him his flint, steel, 
and morsel of amadou*, the Tatar is ready for 
all expeditions. The use of fire-arms is not 
allowed them, and few remain possessed of the 
bows and arrows which were the naticnal wea- 
pons of their forefathers. Maksout Murza has a 
bow which is formed entirely of bone. 

* Amadou is a Bpungy substance used by the Tatars instead 
of tiDder, and with which they light their pipes : it is prepared 
from a fungus, growing od trees, whicli is boiled, aod then 
beaten till it becomes tender, and afterwards dried. I^ere 
is also a lighter kbd, the excrescence of a plant. 
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the oemmoD diocs of the Tatar peasaDto are 
of caw or ox hide undressed, which is cut io the 
form of e long oval, and sewn up at one end so 
ai to cover tbe toes. The shoe is then drawn 
round the foot, and laced with string. In dty 
weather the Ruffiian bat-k shoea are occasionally 
worn, and are considered very dnraMe. The 
art of tuning and dying leather, is eonftied, i 
beliere, to the towns of Kditcheserai and Kara- 
subazar, at which places nearly all the shoes 
used in tbe peninsula are made, and fbrwahied 
to thn other bazare. At the former place there 
is also a mannfiu^ory fer knives. 

Tbe remarkable mountain called Agiimish is 
in sight of Kaftigoss, and partly included in oie 
estate on which I resided. It is conjectured by 
Pallas to be the Clmmenan mountain of the 
andeots, and c»tainly, from its detached and 
prominent ^^>earance, it seems well to d^serVe 
a distinctive appellation. In the forest which 
clothes its summit is a perpendicular cave, 
which bears among the Tatars the name of the 
Devil's Well. It is said that, under the ^nm^ 
ment of tbe Kbans, criminalB were sometimes 
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9eato*(yd tQ be thrown into this tbym. There 
is likewise a tntditioa, that oa one ooeasioa, - 
whiEu flome Djillet was cost dfiwn for the sake of 
experiment, the seed wade its re-appearanee at 
a fipc'mg wluch rjsee near the 'poet-statioH of 
Granitt^iliey- 

Jn the spring of 1818 swen Tatars who had 
been found guilty of various robberies aod mur- 
ders, in the districts of Akoietchet, Theodesia, 
Kertch, and Port Patdi, were sentenced by the 
Russian law to receive the punishraent of the 
ktuMt* in eaoh c£ these towm. Having fiist 
undergooe tht« dreadful penalty at Akmetdiet, 
they were conducted to Theodosia, heavily 
ironed, and lodged io the gacd thwe till the 
hour appnnted for the flogging. They were 
then taken to the maiket^laoe, wh«re hundreds 
of speotators were assembled to witness the 
scene ; and from an Englishman praseDt on that 
OGcauon, I received the fitllowing account ^ 
the tnosaction. The cnlpiits, eadi in his turn, 

* The true prwiuhciatioTi of tbis word would perhaps be 
belter tepreKnted, if it were ipelt kno&l. 
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were listened to an inclined post, having a 
ring at the top, to which Uie head was so 
tightly fixed, -by means of a rope, as to prevent 
the sufferer from crying out. The hands were 
closely tied on either side, and at the bottom 
were two rings for the feet, which were in like 
manner secured., The back was then bared, 
and the plaster, or rag, which had been ap- 
plied after the previous whipping, was torn 
off. The Tatar sacerdatal, attended by a Tatar 
[viest, next advanced, and read aloud ^e 
crimes for which the offenders were punished, 
together with the sentence of ihe law. This 
took up nearly half iui hour. 

Thekncwt has a very heavy thong, as thick as 
a man's wrist, and weighing from two to three 
pounds. The lash is of leather, about the 
breadth of a broad ti^, and narrowing at the 
end; Uie handle is about two feet long. With 
this we^xm the exect^ioner now approadied, 
and giving one cut, walked back again to the 
distance of about forty yards. He then re- 
turned, flourishing his whip, and strack agtun, 
till the appmnted number of strokes was given. 
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aDd UIl it was certain that the pocw wretch' was 
all but dead. At ever; blow the blood sfnrted 
from the wound ; but the previous preparation 
preiWDted the possibility of exclamatioD. Each, 
one, when his flogging was finished, was un- 
bbfind, and having the rag replaced on his 
back, was removed into a cart, till all had been 
thus disposed of, having witnessed the sufferings 
of their comrades, and endured their own. Be- 
fore they left Theodosia, one of them died; and 
of the seven, I believe, not one lived to undergo 
the whole of the sentence. . 

The executioner is'a convict, who is saffered 
to exist for the horrible purpose of inflicting on 
others the punishment which he has escaped 
himself; and after the fulfilment of his duty, is 
reconducted to the prison, from which he is 
brought for the occasion. 

In the case of the' murder of a Jew and his 
family, which occurred in 1816, at the village 
ofKaragoss, a subscription was raised at Theo- 
dosia, among persons of that nation, . in order 
to bribe tiie fic^ger to make sure of the death of 
the criminal. 
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fhe hakita anck otodei of agriculture of die 
Tatars are rude and sitn|:de. They have not in- 
^Kmtry sofficieot to iubce diem to labouv ImhkI 
finrtlte acqairaneat ofwoaMii, aid even weddi 
Uself, from the jealonsy wlii^ it eittilies lunongt 
^m, can searcelj be eonsideffed a desixable 
peuessioD: The oijo^rmcat of ease and indo-^ 
leoce, OB axi5 tenoB, is' the sufltmk of tbeir hap- 
piness, and he \tho cob ooffimand these bless- 
ii^ has no Airthev meitive or stiatulwit lo> 
exertiioei. 

Their agricultural imptomMitB are as^nide ato 
their me^od' of wisg them. They ai!e made 
almost entirely of nood, dnd since ironctuieea 
the hemriest part of (be expeited, they employ aa 
little as possible of th«t material in th^ oed- 
struetioiit Th^ usea bu^ harrow to coVer dm 
seed in the ground ; and- the cretbiBg df the 
wheels of their oluAsy wa^^ns may be heard 
at th& di&tatice of one or two verfitb. When 
aabed why tb&y do Bot^ prev^t diis ann^fuoe 
l^the apphoation of a Uttle ^^eaee, iJbeir uSuaA 
ansfreria, that t^^^» no thieves, aiidaMnoft 
ashamed that the world should hear their tnove- 
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iiieBt& Tbe^ sow the most inf«-ior sorts of 
graifl, withcNit way reg«d to Ui» mixture of 
otliep seeds which it may contun. This negleel 
abttost always ^ves diem an ttbandaiit crop vi 
weeds viith their cran, which they would rather 
lose altogether than be at tile troable ofcleaniiig. 

They defec cuttiog their hay till very lato, 
aiid, as if determined tint it shall hB:ve no good- 
Mess remaiBiDg, they commonly leare it until 
after Inrvest before they eart^ it home. This 
double delay, v^ich is wholly without (Nroper 
cause, where the weidlkn is always so ftvour- 
afate, arises in some measare, I betlero, from 
tlmr nadTe incbteoee, which makes them wish 
to postpone the most laborious part of their year. 

This custom, so uQiversal among them, of de- 
laying to cart home both th^r bay and cora, 
where in so hot a country the one is half bamt 
up, and the other sheds out so mudi of its seed 
on the ground, uises firom the singular practice 
(^ waiting until the entire village be ready to 
begin this operation together : so that if nioety- 
mne out of an hundred be prepared, and one, 
fitom accident or idteness, has not finished hi» 
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mowing or reaping, the others (regardless of 
their ioterestj and coiisoltiDg ^eir ease) qiuetlj 
sleep out the time at home, dDtll the idler is 
ready. The consequences of this incobceivable 
follj are such as might be expected ; the hay- 
cocks in the ineadows are stolen without inercy 
by the Cossack of the neighbourhood during the 
night : their oats are threshed out in the field, 
and fill the panniers of the same banditti, who 
also tarn their horses among the shocks of com 
to feast at discretion. Sometimes, though not 
frequently, unexpected and sodden torrents from 
the mountains overffow the meadows, and the 
hay is swept away, or spoiled in a single night. 
The corn is almost all fit to carry as soon as it 
is cut, and is then threshed out upon tiie Stepp, 
where every mao prepares bis thresbiog-fioor' 
with great care, in the following "manner: the 
ground being first pared, so that the grass is cut 
finely off, it is next well watered until it be- 
comes almost a pool ; when the water has soaked 
in, a layer of clean short straw, chaff, &e.' 
about two inches in thickness, is thrown upcm 
it, in order to preserve it from the sun, which 
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would otbervrise crack and spoil it As soon as 
h is sometrhat more than half dry, hontB are 
driTOo round it uBtil it acqaires the proper de- 
gree of finnness and s<^ditj. 

The size oS the floor depends npon the number 
of horses to be used in threshing. When this 
operation is to be performed^ they are &st- 
ened abreast by a rope, to a post which stands 
in the centre. As the horses move round, the 
rope wraps round the post, and when they have 
worked up close to it, this rope is expeditiously 
removed from the neck of the near to that of the 
offoborse, and they go round once more in - an 
<^^>osite direction, until it is unwound and 
wound ^ain. If it be expected that the grain 
will thresh well, the she&vea (which are arranged 
in close and regular circles) are laid on the 
floor in the proportion of one hundred to ea<^ 
btHise. 

The Bulgarians have a curious implement, 
made with flints fixed in a frame of w.ood, which 
they employ in thresbii^, by driving it over the 
com; but it is not so expeditious a method as. 
that of the Tatars. 
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It is ointoniar; with these latter, both in hay 
time and harvest, to wut nntil all ia the village 
shall have finished cutting befive any (me begins 
to can^ home his share : thus the more active 
and indoBtrious often saffer for the idle. This 
period (^ the year is the most toilsome and un- 
pleasant for the proprietorB of estates ontfhich 
these villagers reside. They are obliged to be 
constantly on the alert, to secure their Etipulated 
proportion of the produce, since the Tatars have 
in Uiis much trick and chicanery, and take 
every possible means to deceive. Though in 
general a quiet and harmless race, not given to 
violence or open plunder, they canned resist any 
promising temptation to theft It results from 
the extreme laziness of their character, that they 
always value an acqnisiticm more which only 
costs them a little cunning, than one which 
makes them pay in bodily labour. Thus, rob- 
bing a neighbouring garden of its fruit or fire- 
wood, is much more agreeable to a Tatar's 
taste than going to hew wood in a forest a few 
miles off, though the permission to do so costs 
him a mere trifle, the stated price being fifty 
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kopeeks (about fivepence) for as much as a pair 
of oxen can draw.'- > - 

This wood is brought to Kafla, from the dis- 
tauce of about twenty miles^ and there sold for 
four or five rubles the load. I believe the latter 
to be about the average price, but in the severest 
part of the winter it is sold as high as eighC 
rubles, and I have even heard of ten, but very 
rarely. The prime cost always remains fixed at 
fifty kopeeks. 

From this character of them, it may be in- 
ferred that they are the very worst labourers 
in the world; and indeed an English master 
views with an impatient eye the slow, unwill- 
ing, uninterested manner in which the genera- 
lity of them set about their work. The act of 
digging in a sitting posture is perhaps as good 
a specimen as can be given of Tatar industry. 
It is very usual to see them hewing wood with a 
pipe in their mouths, and performing this double 
operation, even in moderate weather, with the 
additional incumbrance of a heavy pelisse. A 
Tatar, however, makes very few holidays. He 
never refuses to work on his own Sabbath, and it 
t2 
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rests with the dHucieno^of his Christian master 
to enforce, or not, his employment on Sunday. 

The method of stacking hay which is used on 
the south coast is quite peculiar to that part of 
the Crimea. It is raised i^n poles or low trees, 
five or six feet from the ground. This is pro- 
bably done to preserve it from wet, in places 
where the constant descent of water from the 
mountains would otherwise render it liable to 
■poiL 
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Tatar Mill — Soil — Courte of Crops — Fogt — 
Prwaleta ComplainU — Estate* — Vineyanis 
—Oardetu—Fhtit TVeet — Kitchen Oardent 
— Quince9 — Omm* — Cfranaries — Herb* 
-~Orat*e* — Oyptie*. 

A Tatar mill is the most simple piece of 
mechanism that can be conceived. Few wind- 
mills are employed. The water-mills are all 
undetdiot, and being worked by very small 
streams, sddom move above half the year: for 
in the height of summer they frequently stand 
still frwn drought, and in winter iVom frost. 
At these times, it is t^n necessary to send otxtai 
to be ground to the distance of forty or fifty 
Tersts. These mUIs perform their oflBce so badly; 
that the best wheat which can be procUred will 
not-^give a fine flour. The mily' mode of dressing 
it known here is by sieves at home, and all the 
&ie fk)ur in use thrdaghout the southern govem- 
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meats <^ Russia is broagfat fimn Moscon (dis- 
tant from Akmetchet 1397 vensts). It selU at 
from seven to ten rubles per pood, or ^irtjr-six 
pounds English, while the best home 6our, un- 
dressed/ is bought at from twelve to twenty-five 
Iropeeks the oka. 

Rje-flour is universally used by the Tatars in 
the manu&cture of bread, and wheat-flour in 
that of pastry. The small qoantity of good 
wheat which they rear is almost all sold to pur- 
chase the few necessaries which they have occa- 
sion to buy. 

The soil of the Crimea is various. In some 
places it is a rich loamy clay, but I believe for 
the greater part is shallow, rocky, or gravelly ; 
and from the beat of the sun, the grass -is burnt 
up very early in the seasoh. Of comthe average, 
crop is stud to be eight for one ; I cannot, how- 
ever, think that, even* in fiwourable years, it 
exceeds this amount, and I fear that deficient 
crops are more frequent than abundant ones. 
The harvest takes place as early as the end of 
June or beginning of July, and «inoe Uie n^ii- 
dity with which the ami is ripened r«iders it 
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extremely dry and brittle, it is custonary to «ow 
bearded wheat, whidi is less liable to shake. 
Macfa of what is called Arnoot, or springy wheat, 
is sown b; the Rassians, Bulgarians, &c. ; but 
for the most part winter wheat of a very inferior 
quality, rye, some barley, a few oats, or a little 
hemp, flax, or millet, fcnrm the extent of Tatar 
cultivation. 

It is remarkable that barley and oats, which 
in Elnglish husbandry follow in the succession 
(^ crops, never prosper so well in the Crimea as 
when sown on the same land, year aAer year, 
for eight, nine, or even ten years, unintermit'- 
Ungly. Arnoot is never sown on fresh land, 
unless it be ploughed in autumn, the spring 
nuns being, in the most fevourable seasons, in- 
sufficient to supply the requisite quantity of 
moisture. 

The climate is not so temperate as that of 
England, the heat in summer being mudi 
greater, and the cold in winter infinitely more 
severe. 

These observations having been written on 
the northern side of the ridge of mountains which 
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•kirt the ooast of the Crimea, are not iDtenOed 
to apply to the tmall, but beavtifiil tract, which 
Mopes to the sea ob their aoathem .exposive^ 
' The winter, however, is of.sho^t duration, and 
frequently J^^aks t^as early as February, so -aa 
to admit of ploagbing. Id the mmth of Marph 
I .have liDowD the weather not only mild b^t 
warm. The cold, while it lasts, is much in- 
oreased by die prevaleace of north ai)d porth- - 
easterly winds, which, moreover,, render . the 
heat of summer more dangerous, by subjecting 
the body to contrary extremes at the same mo- 
ment. In the finest weather, it is considered 
unsafe to go out ajler sun-set without warm 
clothing. 

Sudden fogs prevul in spring, but rains, on 
which the hopes of Uie former d^nd, are ve^ 
uncertain at that season. These fogs are ex- 
tremely prejudicial t6 the fruit crop in the 
Crimea, for even after it is s^, and before it 
has attained half its growth, they very frequently 
destroy the whole. 

Throughout the summer there are heavy dews 
At night, but, Irom the remarkable beauty of th^ 
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sky and serenity of the air, the eveiiuigs for about 
luk hour b^(H« Bun.«et are peculiarly deBgl^ul. 
The autnams are short, theirosts-setting invery 
early, and the leaves &llin^ almoat as Booa as 
tbey change. A fair estimate of the generd 
cleamesB of the climate may be formed, from an 
account whidi we keptoftfae weatherduring the 
fiiat year of our residence at Karagoss ; by Uiis 
it appeara> that from February 3d, 1816, to Fe- 
bruary 3d, 1817, there were only four days (m 
which we did not see the sun. 

The prevalent complaints are intermitttint 
fevers and dysenteries, agunst which, however, 
a little precaution is a sufficient guard. The 
latter disease often proves &tal to children in 
the autumn, in consequence of the inordinate 
quantity oi fhiit and raw vegetables viiii<^ are 
eaten throughout the whole summer. We have ' 
found by experience, that wounds are more 
difficult to heal than in England, being affected 
by extremes either oi heat or of cold. 
. Proprietors of estates in the Crimea are, for 
the most part, very poor, and non-residents re* 
save no interest upon their landed capital. 
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Those, however, who are resident, may con- 
trive, with iodnstry and assiduity, to make their 
estates yield them from five to eight, and some- 
times as much as ten per cent, annual income, 
according to the circumstances of their situatitm 
and climate. 

It is a well known fact, that there are pro- 
prietors o( estates of one million of mhles in 
value, who never rec^ve a kopeek of revenue 
from them. Residing at a distance, they entnut 
them to stewards, who have nmther knowledge 
nor inclidation to make more of diem than 
merely to keep themselves in ea«e and comfort; 
Euid as they are never troubled by a visit from the 
own^, diey are able to carry on tilis system 
with impwiity. ^ 

Vineyards were once a very profltaUe vulture 
in die Crimea, but since the free and abundant 
importation of the ctHnmon wines of i^^o Greek 
Isktnds, those of home growth cannot be atM at 
a price sufficient to defhiy the espmce of labour : 
many, therefore, of the vitieyards at &idac are, 
for this reason, no longer managed mth the 
neatness and care which were fbrmerty bestowed 
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upon them. It has hitherto 136611 customary, at 
that place, to confine the cultivation of vine- 
yards to the valley; bat a few attempts have 
lately been made tq raise the vine on the sides 
tif hills, which seem likely to su^^eed, and re- 
pay the care of the (banter. There ar@ several 
very good cellars attached to the large vine- 
yards at Sudac ; in particnlar, that of Admi- 
ral M ordvinoff, which is excavated in the •side 
tiS a moontain, and is calculated to hold <me 
hundred thousand vedros* ; but I do not believe 
that the wine is often kept for any length of time, 
nor indeed that it is at all of a nature to admit 
of keeping. I have, however, tasted Aree or 
four very excellent sorts, which have been &bri- 
eated by individuals for their private ase. 

The beautiful spots known by the name of 
gardens in the Crimea, are V^unlike what we 
understand by the term. That at Karagoss, 
vrhich is Uie largest I have seen, comprises not 
less than 360 English acres, and (with the ex- 
ce[^ioD of the very small portion devoted to the 

* A vedro is ten quaits, wkia measnre. 
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cultiTatiDn of kitdiea veg^blea) is altogether 
UDinclosed. ThisextMuiretractisiD&diaccHn- 
pkte wilderoess of fruH-trees, the thickets and 
glades of whidiiy ocoauonaUy {H-eient eoenes of the 
greatest beauty, euidfiuDugh whi<ji it reqnii^sa 
little experience to.be able to find one'a way. 
The village of Karagoss, at the time (^ the sob- 
jngatioQ, contained 1700 inhabitants, and it is 
from the union of ^eir deserted domuns tlutt 
the present vast garden, has been formed. Not^ 
single house now remains within its circuit, 
though the foundations of them are to be found 
in every part There are likewise nunpierpus 
wetls, some 6Ued up, <Ahers overgrown m^ 
grass, or thick creeping tdants ; also .the ruins 
of a Tatar bath, and a Tatar metchet, or mo#qn% 
the minaret of which, seen.from all parts oC the 
estate, embow^i^^n wood, has a remarkably 
picturesque appearance, and, wi^ the little 
stream of the Sereudu*, which winds Uirough 
the gaiden, forms the meet striking ornament of 
the place. 

• Ib TsIk, « cM water." 
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AoHHigr the finiiutrees of the Crimea* the joaoBt 
renwriable^ are the walnut treeB, which, in the 
Tallies of the south coast, attain to a prodigious 
size, and form & most delightful shade around 
some of the Tatar villages. I have been con- 
fidently assured, that a single tree has been 
known to prodace sixty thousand walnats yearly; 
and a respectable proprietor of Sudac told me, 
that a tree in'his pt^session bears anpnally as 
many as forty thousand. 

The mulberries grown at Karagoss. and in 
the gardens of the Stepp, are of the white kind, 
and are small and tasteless; but on the souUi 
coast the large black mulberry tree is cultivated, 
^nd is remarkable for its luxuriance and the 
perfection of its fruit. It is well known that the 
olive, fig, and pomegranate, are likewise to be 
found in the same bvoured district; but their 
produce is too small in quantity to deserve much 
notice. The beautiful apples, however, fiom 
these vallies, are much esteemed at Moscow and 
St Petersburgh, whither they are sent in great 
abnnduice. 

The whole produce of the garden at Karagoss, 
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includibg plums, mulberries, &c. has of late 
been entirely used for the purpose of disdHatibn: 
The Russians make an excelleDt kvas of these 
fruits, and more particularly df th'6 corneliaA 
cherry, which is very comm'ob he», and whidi, 
as well as sloes, is dried by the Tatars, aud pre- 
served for some time. These' latter, in theif. 
love for acids, devour the wild apples which 
abound in the garden with great eagerness, and 
have a method of keeping them, by thirowin^ 
them into water, and protecting them from the 
air. -..'.-.— -.. 

There is a standard apricot tree' at Kai^goi^^' 
the girth of which is eightieen'feet'oiie indi.' 

The cultivation of kitchen gardens' itt dve 
Crimea depends much upon irrigatioB', abd ' i^ 
performed by setting biit, or sowing plants, or 
seeds, in small'beds, so intersected by ttenbh^,' 
that the water, when let in, rua^ to every 
plant. The value of all garden ground is -estf^' 
mated' by the facility with' which- it'-may^ be 
watered, and a handsome consideration is often 
given by one [uroprietor to another, for the nsis 
of water which flows through the land of the 
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one, fiom a faring on the others estate. The 
water is headed up for the puipose, and when 
the plants are first raised, is distributed to them 
twice a day, Init afterwards, as (hey gain 
strength, Uiis labour is proportioDably less^ied. 
The cabbages of the Crimea are remarkaMe 
for their size, often weighing ten oka, or thirty 
pounds Russian. These are chiefly cultivated 
by the Greelcs, who, with this intent, give a 
very high rent for new ground, or eligible situa^ 
tioDs in the neighbourhood of water. They 
bestow much care npon weeding and irrigation; 
and the price of the cabbages thus raised, taken 
promiscuously, is about twelve rubles per hun- 
dred. There ia land in the Crimea which has 
let for cabbage gardens for more than a century, 
and has never been manured. Tobacco, which 
is grown in considerable quantities, is likewise 
cultivated by the Greeks ; its qiu^ty is by no 
means so fine and mild as that of the Turkish 
tobacco, the use of which is very general in the 
south of Russia, and which may be bought for 
five rubles the oka. It is well known that, with 
the Tatars, the custom of smoking is not confined 
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to the male sex ; but 1 bwre remarked thai, 
.among the womeo, none bat the M ones pac- 
.tige it. 

, Of the pumpkia the Tatars make a very good 
dish, by boiling it, and eating it with salt, 
pepper, and batter. It is brought to the coa- 
sisteocy of gooseberry fool, and has a taste some* 
what like that of boiled (^)ples. 
. Pirtlejau* is uiother fitTOurite food, being 
boiled with meat, orfried. in batter. The maiae, 
or Indian com, is boiled when very young, and 
eaten with cold butter. When ripe it is ground, 
aud its tlour makes excellent puddings. 

Capsicum is much cultivated in the Tatar 
gardens, and is prepared and used as common 
pepper. 

A Tatar proverb of long Standing, but still 
very correct, commemorates the excellence of 
** Perekop water-melons, Osmantchuke honey, 
Haufisanbey cabbages, and Karagoss quinces." 
Perekf^, as is well known, is sitnated on the 
isthmaswhich joins die Crimea to the main-land. 

* By Pallas, written patildsban ; ' a sort of gourd, and 
called by him the egg fruit, or melongena. — Vol. iv. p. 391. - 
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, The vrater-meloQS raised there, and at Cherson, 
are remarkable for therr size and flavour, ^d- 
are considered an acceptable present even' at 
Constantin^le. Osmantchuke is a Uttle Tatar 
and Russian village, at the foot of Mount Agir- 
mish. Haussanbey is the property of a Greek 
merdiaDt ftt Kafia, and adjoins llie estate at 
Kai-agoss, on which it is dependent for water. 
The quinces of this latter place are still very 
abundant in ftivonrable years ; but the blossom 
of ^e quince tree, of all others the most delicate 
in its appearance, is equally so in its'formation, 
and a heavy shower of rain during the time of 
its flowering inevitably destroys the produce of 
that season. 

, S^ubash, and all the little villages which are 
scattered thickly around it, are remarkable for 
the growth of onions, which are very large and 
excellent, and, if well got in and properly taken 
care of,' will keep through the severest and most 
variable winters, a quality which those grown 
on the south coast do not possess. In the autumn 
of 1817 we purchased a quantity of these from 
a Tatar of one of the villages, who grew that 
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year do less than 10,000 oka of onions. Their 
price, according to the season, is lirom seven to 
twelve kopeeks ^e oka. Such as are intended 
to be kept, are preserved in sheds dug under 
^ound, and roofed so as to exclude, as carefully 
as possible, the admission of frost or wet. The 
roois are covered with stmw, rieeds, or weeds, 
and afterwards with a layer of earth, almost a 
foot in thickness. The granaries ia which the 
Tatars deposit their corn are of a similar con- 
struction, being dug nearly six feet in depth, and 
then caved under. They are so formed as to 
contain from fifteen or sixteen to fifty or sixty 
tchetverts, according to the usual stock of the 
persons to whom ^tey belong. 

The Tatars find uses for many herbs which 
we denominate weeds. The young leaves of the 
dock and sorreU Bud the first shoots of nettles, 
are put into soups, or eaten as spinadi ; the leaf 
of the dandelion makes a good salad ; wild aspa- 
ragus i^ gathered in the gardens ; and the wild 
carrot is in great estimation, and is even taken 
to market for sale ; it is cleaned, salted, and used 
in soup, or sometimes eaten raw in great quan- 



i,Googlc 



USES OP UBHBS. 901 

titles. Tbe wild mustard is berp gHt|i«ir^d, 
dried, and powdered, and is not) I Uiiok, i9fe- 
rior to the Russian rnustard sold in tfie ^p^.; 
but it has neither the pu^g^ocy nor the iUvQliT 
of ours, for though tlie seed is One, ti\oy hav? 
not the proper method c^ preparing it. loAi^on 
of wormwood with brandy is tbe common remedy 
for ague ; dried elder flowers and swe^t ch^pffir 
mile for coughs ; and the Materia Medic^ in iJie 
Crimea consists much more of simples than of 
any imported drugs, which are very dear. The 
horse-radish grows to a prodigious size on the 
Stepp, and flowers in large bushes. The root of 
succory is prepared all over Hussia to mix yv'}^ 
coffee, and its young leaves are gathered for 
salad. Capers are collected in great abundance, 
and sold at two rubles the oka. \Vild vines, and 
hops, ornament the extensive gardens in profu- 
sion. The latter are used by the Russians and . 
Germans; and the gypsies make baskets, and 
binds for various purposes, of the branches of the 
beautiful white clematis*. 

* Tbe gypsies of the Crimen, called Tsigaiis, resemble in 
habits and appearanoe those of England, and, like them, exist 
u2 
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Nearly all the artificial grassea, &c. of Eag- 
laud grow spontaneouBl; in the best meadow land 
of the Crimea. At Karagoss we find clover 
(both red and white), saintfoin, lentils, tares, 
eow-gross, diicory, cock's-foot grass, rye-grass, 
bmbVtongue, and trefcnL 

ctli^; by pluoiler. Tbey aie commonly the musicians at 
weddings ptofins fortaiw-lel(ing, and hare aH the tricks and 
cant of begging. Some of them are tinkers, travelling with 
a forg^ &c.; others are basket-makers, or mannfactare a 
coarse sort of sieve, of horse-faair and dried ikins. Sieves are 
used for so many purposes here to which superior machinery 
is applied in England, that this last is the most useful and pro- 
fitable of their employments. 
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Hones— Hones Shoeing— Tatar Forge — Oxen — 
Meat — Camek — Sheep— Skepha-ds — ^tear- 
ing — Lamb-skins — Goats — Dog^^Conrting 
— Jerbodr— Larger Animalg— Birds — Locusts 
— Bees — Salt — Cursory Remttrks — iVice* of 
I\-oduce, Labowr, 8fc. 

Thb horse is the coDBtant compaDion of the 
Crim Tatar, who will oever walk two hundred 
yards from his own door if he ha& a horse to ride 
on. The accumulaUon of live stock seems to be 
the universal system of those among them who can 
afford it ; and accordin^y the taboons, or studs, 
possessed by some of the Murzas are very consi- 
derdale. That belonging to Yie Yie Murza, in 
onr immediate neighbouHiood, consists oif no 
less than 6ve hundred mares. They a.pgeeir to 
have no idea of deriving any fixed revenue from 
breeding these animals, nor indeed any advan- 
tage, .that I could understand, from kee[Hng so 
many. Their pride is gratified by the number 
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of their tabooo, and they never part, with an; 
till the want of a little money compels theni ; 
they then send theoi to, the markets of Akmetchet 
or Karasubazar, or privately dispose of thera 
either to Tatars or Russians. 

I have known the loss of from forty to (Hly 
horses, io ataboon of three hundred. This was 
ID consequence of a disease, which probably 
arose from the severity of the winter, and want 
of food. I do not here speak of the heaviest 
losses which have been sustained, but of those 
which fell within my own knowledge. I have 
heard of others infinitely more severe, but I am 
not sufficiently acquainted with the particulars to 
state them with accuracy. 

The dative horses of the country are small, and 
ill-looking. The Tatars usually ride them in an 
aitable, and this is the only pace which the^ g6 
well. Nothing can be more slight find tapid 
than their method of breaking them in. Having 
ensnared the animal, by means of a rope fixed at 
the end of a^ong light pole, they tie a halter . 
round his neck,' so tight that there Seems to be 
danger of strangUng him, and in this manner 
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they pull him about for some few minutes, till 
they consider him subdued ; V ii* theu mounted,- 
and soon becomefi tractable. The curtom of 
eating horse-flesh is not in use among the Crim 
Tatars of the present day, and they indeed deny 
that it was ever their i^'actice. 

Some few Circassian horses are imported, but 
there are not many proprietors in the Crimea who 
will put themselves to the expence of buying them. 
They are remarkably fine animals, and are sold 
at from two to five hundred rubles, while those of 
the country may generally be bought for forty 
rubles, or about two pounds sterling. The most 
valuable stud I have seen or heard of, is that of 
General Bekerookoff, who has an estate near 
Theodosia. This taboon is not large, but re- 
markable for the size and beauty of the horses, 
each of whioh'is estimated at five hundred rublei.' 
All which we saw were grey. 

The mountain Tatars always have theit horses 
shod, while those of the Slepp only incur that 
expence when about to undertake long journies. 
Their method of shoeing is very unlike ours, Aild 
(at least for the fore feet) requires, the co-opera- 
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ti(Hi of two men. A rope is fiutened roond Uie 
horse's fetlock, and iMoagfat over his back. One 
of the meo, by palling this, holds ap the leg, 
while the other fixes the shoe. Id order to raise 
the hiad feet, they are tied to the tail. Oxen 
are always Uirown down to be diod ; this ope. 
ration is generally per&N-med by the Balgarians, 
but very seldom practised by the Tatars. 

The interior of a Tatar blacksmith's forge by 
DO means presents that scene of activity which 
we are accostomed to see in our own country. 
The fire is made in a round hole, in the centre 
of the shop, and the bellows are [daced flat on the 
ground, a vent being hollowed out underneath 
for the admissitm of air. They arie iashioned 
with two handles, only one of which is generally 
used, half the attention of the operator being 
occnpied by his pipe, which a Tatar considers 
of too much importance to be relinquished 
' for ordinary business. The blacksmith, whose 
stidiy is arranged at a convenient height, is 
seated on the ground, as is likewise his assistant 
who blows the bellows ; a third, who hamm«s 
the ircoi, [daces himself in the same commodious 
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positioo ; and thus, thaX work which in England 
requires the ezertioas of the strongest and most 
athletic, is effected by a Tatar without detriment 
to his ease and comfort. Yet in all which Regards 
the mere strength of the manufocture, we find 
the ploughshares thus hammered, exceedingly 
well executed and durable. 

All agricultural labours are performed by oxen, 
except that of threshing, which is generally 
done by horses. From the rude and barbarous 
form in which their ploughs are constructed, 
seven pairs of oxen are crften required in break- 
ing np old grass land. In ploughing a seccHid 
or third time, they use two, three, or four pairs 
of oxen. They work these animals untilthey 
are upwards of twenty years old, and consider it 
wasteful to kill them while they are still able to 
labour. In order that they may earn as soon as 
posuble the cwt of their sustenance, they are 
broken into the plough as early as at two years 
old. The Tatar oxen are small and ugly, and 
those more lemarkable for size and beauty which 
are often seen in the Crimea, are brought from 
the souUieni provinces of Rnssia, particularly 
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from the Poltava government. The cows give 
but a small quantity of milk,- which is perhaps 
attributable to the dryness of the soil. The best 
are those of the German breed. 

Meat in the Crimea, as in other wann cli- 
mates, 18 eaten as soon as killed. The butcher 
having slain the ox, does not wait until it be 
cold before he divides it, but immediately skins 
and cuts it into qufirters, throwing it in heaps 
upon a bench or table, wh^e I have absolutely 
seen the whole mass still heaving with muscular 
motion. When it is afterwards cut into smaller 
portions to be sold, it is not neatly divided into 
joints, as with us, hut every cusbmier has a 
piece cat off according to his own fancy, so that 
it is hacked in all directions before the whole is 
disposed of, which is commonly the case in the 
course of the first day. 

There are some few camels in the Crimea, 
and many buffaloes. These latter are, c^all do- 
mestic animals, the most disagreeable and diffi- 
cult to use, being totally unable to bear extremes 
of temperature. In hot weather they beocnne 
altogether unmanageable, and towards noon will 



i,Googlc 



BUFFALOES. 299 

desert their work, runDiDg fdrimisly into the first 
w&ter, to refresh themselves by rolling in the 
mud. When this fit takes them, ihey will fre- 
quently ruD with a loaded waggon into the sea. 
In winter they are almost equally troublesome^ 
since they require to be kept so warm, Uiat huts 
must be made for them below the surface of the 
ground. They are extremely destructive among 
trees, constantly breakii^ off all the lower 
branches. The female gives a profusicai of 
niilk, which is said to contain a large propor- 
tion of cream ; but the butter is white, and not 
so well flavosred as that of the cow. The sktn 
of .the buffalo is very valuable, and the Tatars 
make traces of it wherewith to draw their 
ploughs and waggons. The strength of these 
may be estimated, from their power of sustaining 
the draught of seven pairs of oxen, in ploughing 
a stiff clay. 

The Tatars pride themselves more upon their 
management of sheep ( which are of the broad- 
tailed breed commonly met with in the East) 
than of any other cattle ; and the listless life of a 
shei^erd seems better adapted than any other 
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kind of employmeQt to the taste and habits of 
the n^i<Hi. Boys intended for this occupation are 
initiated very early; and by the ^stem of re- 
ceiving their wages in sheep, which they always 
keep wi^ their master's flock, very soon acquire 
a ilock of their own. I have known a she[4ierd 
receive ten sheep^ for taking care of five hundred 
from the 23d of March to the 26th of October. 

It is their castom to give salt in great quanti- 
ties to their ilocks, taking them in the spring to 
hills where the vegetable food is of a saline na- 
ture, and after their return, giving them salt to 
eat, twice or thrice a week, throughout the sum- 
mer. In winter, those which are driven out upon 
the (^n Stepp, are in great danger of being 
lost by the drifliug of the snow. On this aceount 
it is usual to mix a number of goats with the 
sheep, since the latter, during the violent snow 
storms, always run before the wind, and would 
be lost in the pits and holes of the Stepp; but the 
goats are said to head them, and turn them from 
the danger. All flocks for which pasturage can 
be obtained among the mountains, are driven 
thitiier during the winter months. Here, though 
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to tbe eye there appears little or do grass for 
them to eat, they commooly do well, being pro- 
tected .Irom the cold winds. 

During the seasons which they pass in the 
mcHintains, they are twice a week driven to salt 
water ; and as the herbage is not so succulent as 
that of England, and in its greeneet state of a 
drying nature, it is found necessary to drive the 
flocks to fresh water twice a day tbroDgliout the 
year. The wool which the common Tatar sheep 
produce, after all this trouble and ezpence, is 
Worth litHn thirty to thirty-five kopeeks per oka, 
or about a penny per pound. A sheep commonly 
yields from two and a half to three and a half 
pounds, much of which is in quality little better 
than goat's hair. 

When the operation of shearing is to be per- 
formed, the legs of the uiimal are tied, as if it 
were about to be killed. The shears are the most 
awkward instruments imaginable, being as Imig 
as our garden shears, and shaped like two knives 
riveted together. The -shearers squat on the 
ground by the side of the sheep, and the more 
expert among them profess to be able to clip 
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from tbree to &mf hundred in a d&y. Oa ons 
occasion wbicli fell within my knoyvledge, three 
Tatars clipped about two huodped aheep in a 
space of time not exceeding thrae hours. . They 
were however wait^ on and assisted by several 
others, and no boast could be made of the neat- 
ness with which their work was done. 

Few Spanish sheep are kept in the Crimea, 
and of these the management is but litUe uiulert 
Mood, as they are generally infested with the 
scab, v/hidi destroys the fine textureof the vfoa\, 
and causes heavy losses among them. I have 
-heard of five hundred lost in the course of a single 
seascHj, from flocks consisting of two or tbi^ 
thousand. Poverty of keep throughout the wipter 
is often fatal to great numbers in the spring ; 
for the Tatars, though they climate their riches 
by die quantity of their stock*, are frequently top 

* A Tatar ivlio resided in a village adjoining Karagoss, pos- 
seraed one thousand seven hundred sheep, twelve oxen, thirty 
cowa, and fifteen horses, yet his hut, consisting only of one 
room, was little superior 16 an Irish cabin, and worth about 
ten or fifteen rubles. This man lately divided his pfitftjl 
b«tweeo his wife and children, and taking with him two ihfm- 
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avaricious, or too idle, to prepare sufficieDt pro- 
veoder for them against .the iDclement season. 
As they have no idea of deriving a yearly reve-r 
BHe from possessicHis of this nature, they seldmn 
sell, any part of their flock, excepting a few 
lambs in spring, so that, unless required for do- 
mestic consumption, a sheep is in little danger 
of the knife. The mutton imd beef of the Crimoi 
are bad; but the lamb, which is fed on the moun- 
tains of the coai^, is the best which I have any 
where tasted. 

In speaking of the flocks of the Crimea, those 
from which the grey lambs'-skins are obtained 
amat not be forgotten. These are only to be 
found at the two extremities of the peninsula, in 
the neighbourhoods of Kertch, and Kosloff. I 
have been told that wheresoever else they have 
been tried, they are found to degenerate; but whe- 
ther this circumstance be owing to peculiarity of 
soil, or to want of care in the preservaticai of the 

sand five bunilred riibles for Kis joiiraey, set out on a pilgri- 
mage to Mecca, where he arrived in safety, bat died at Con- 
■tanlinople on Iris return. 
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breed, I am uaaMe to say. The lambs are 
jkilled very ytmag, when the wool is finest, and 
their skins are worth, according to their quality, 
and odier circumstances, from five to seven, or 
even ten rubles each. These skins are atl bought 
Dp b; the merchants, and sent to Moscow and 
other places in the interior. The carcasses are 
broQght to market, and lamb is at that season so 
plentiful and cheap, that a large (me may be 
purchased for three or four rubles. 

The common price given to a pn^rietor by 
those who pasture their ^eep on his land^ is an 
ewe and a lamb per hundred, for three or four 
months. The Tatars have an idea, that if their 
sheep feed on the stipa pimtata, a plant which 
grows upon the Stepp, it destroys them, by eat- 
ing into their livery. 

Goats are kept in great numbers with the 
flocks of sheep. They are not handsome of their 
kind, and as neither the carcass nor skin bear any 
considerable value, they seem to be very unpro- 
fitable stock. A Tatar, however, computes his 
riches by the number rather than by the intrinsic 
worth of his possessions. 
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Some »hawl goata were Uiely brought from 
Boeharw to the Crimea, and were shipped for 
France from the port of Kaffik. The fine weot 
for whieh Uie; are so famoiu, is concealed under a 
coat of long eoarse hair, and in appearance they 
are very little superior to the native breed. 

Every Tatar village is full of dogs, as there ia 
not a bouse which is not defended hy two or 
three of them. With the exception of a fhw 
gre^ioands, they are chiefly of a mongrel breed, 
and somewhat resemble our shepherds' dogs. The 
Tatars scruple to take the lives of these aaimalB, as 
well as eats, but sometimes destrw; their ofi&priog, 
by ooDveying them to a distance oo the Stepp, apd 
there abandoning them to their fate. 

Coursing is a favourite amusement with the 
TiUars, who, contrary tomir practice, take out for 
this paqpoee as many dogsas theycan muster, and 
ensure the destruction of poor puss, by surroundr' 
ing and betetting her on all sides, liim some fevo- 
oioas ani mal, until she is hunted by one greyhoand 
xinto the mwth of another. As soon as they 
have pieked up their prize they immediately eut 
its Uiroat, as they are forbidden to eat "flesh 
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with the blood thereof." I have seen them refase 
to partake of game at our table, because ihey 
suspected that it had cot uodergoae this opera- 
tion. The hares of the Crimea are verf large, 
generally weighiug nine or tea, and often thir- 
teen or fourteen pounds. Their fur becomes 
' somewhat more grey in winter, but never white, 
as in the north of Russia, and Poland. The 
wild rabbit does not exist in the peninsula. 

The most remarkable animal of the Crimea is 
the jerboa, which is an inhabitant of the open 
plains. During my residence at Karagoss, two 
English gentlemen observed one of these little 
creatures running and jumping on the'Ste^^, near 
our garden. They followed with a determination 
to catch it ; but after chasing it in many direc- 
tions for about an hour, one of them -returned 
home for a dog to assist them, while the other re- 
mained in order to keep the jerboa in si^t. Even 
with this additional force, they renewed the chase 
without success; for after keeping both man and 
dog at a distance for half an hour longer, it at last 
ran into cover, unong the stacks and straw on the 
take, or threshing-floor. Whenever pressed, it 
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Sprang, by ^e help of its tail, to the di^nce of 
five or six yards. My son once brought on^ 
home which had been caught by a greyhound, but 
he believes that the dog had surprised it while 
sleeping. 

Of the larger animals, the wild boar, and a 
small species of deer, are found on the wooded 
mountains, and are sometimes brought to market 
by the Bulgarian settlers. Wolves also .are. oc- 
casionally heard of, and do considerable .mischief 
among the flocks of sheep, but they are by no 
means so numerous as on the northern Stej;^. 

Notwithstanding our vicinity to the spot 
from which the pheasant is said to have derived 
its origin and its name, that bird is never seen 
in the Crimea. Partridges and queuls are 
sufficiently plentiful, and the bustard is not un- 
common on the Stepp. There are also said to 
be five distinct species of snipes. Three birds, 
remarkable for tiieir beautiful plumi^, but all, 
I believe, occasionally found in England, fre7 
quent the garden at Karagoss : the hoopoe, the 
roller, and the bee-eater. The latter appears to 
be a bird of passage, arriving early in the springy 
x2 
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ttnd cofflmitting great defvedftdcMiB amoBg dw 
hives, if not w«ll watched and destrAjed. 

TheTfttftrs and Chreetn faavetto iMDwledge 
of the art of i^ootiog flying, and always espren 
the greatest wonder nhen they see it practised. 

The Tatani make c(mnderable exerttous to 
destroy the locusts, when a flight of tbtwe orwu 
tares, as sometimes happens, visits the Crim^ 
Hie villagers are caHed ont by districts, and 
fhun five hand^ to one thousand Boen are an* 
camped upon the parts of ^e Ste^ wfaidi are 
infested by them. In the instance which oc- 
curred during my residence, this system contt- 
Boed for several weeks, a^d much hay, wfaioh 
lay ready to be carried boiae, was mod for the 
purpose of burning the locusts. This was done 
by making treBCbes, depositing the liay (herein, 
e^ttiag Are to it, «id sweeping the locusts luta 
dertmction. 

The aABoyano* Af flies and fleas begins with 
the first mild wvather, and does not cease tin 
the Fgcunence dT fitost. The usual method of 
destroyfatg the latter, is hy setting a dMi ftdl of 
water by titA side oS a lifted candle. &i ^is 
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uaoDer we have sometimes caught three, four, 
and five hundred io the course of a single night. 

There are several beautiful species of insects 
which my children have collected in die garden 
and fields, particularly a large blue beetle, the 
coTeriDg of which possesses the bri^test pos- 
sible hue and polish. The fire-fl; also enlivens 
the darkness of our summer nights. 

Many bees are kept in the Crimea, and the 
hoDejr of the peninsula is in considerable re* 
pute, being much preferred to Uiat of Russia. 
No lefts thun five hundred hives were formerly 
kept by one individual at Karagoss, and during 
myresidence, a Greek of Imarette was possessed 
of three hundred. The Tatars are extremely 
fond of honey, which they eat, when they can 
dstun it, in great quantities with Uieir pastry, 
bat they are not themselves permitted to keep 
bees, wfa^n the proprietor of the estate on whioh 
they live has a bee garden. 

Newly all the salt B«ed in the Crimea is ob- 
tained from the It^g in the neighbourhood of 
Pereki^*, where bat little art is required for 

* There are other salt laketi, but not so considerable, near 
the sea of Azoff. They belong lo Ibe town of Tbeodosia. 
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the collection of it. A cart is driven into the 
water, and the salt is shovelled into it from the - 
bottom with a spade. This operation takes 
place in the month of September, after the heats 
of summer have produced* the necessary evtqw- 
ration, and before the commencement of the 
autumnal rains. The salt is sold to the con- 
sumer in the state in which it comes from the 
Jake, and is afterwards purified by him, if he 
think proper, at his own house. Starch is 
likewise an object of domestic manufacture. 

Id the summer 'of 1817, I performed a jour- 
ney oa horseback round the mountains which 
border the south coast of the peninsula, and 
which have been often and accurately described. 
The most beautiful spots in that delightful dis- 
trict appeared to me to be Kutchuk Lambat, (at 
the edge of a small bay, and opposite to the 
lofty mountainAyou-dagh),Nikita, andAloupka. 
The descriptions of these places may be found in 
the works of the numerous travellers who have 
borne testimony to their beauties. 

The h^y trees of Aloupka are much celebrated, 
but those of the adjoining village of Simeus are 
scarcely less remarkable, one which we mea- 
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sured being upwards of thirteen feet in circum- 
ference. The lower part of the large and open ' 
valley of Nikita is now covered by a government 
nursery garden, which has been formed within 
the last few years, for the purpose of encourag- 
ing and extending- die cultivation of fruit trees 
in the peninsula. We saw large beds of seedling 
olives, and of the Spanish chesout tree, of which 
latter, till lately, only two specimens were to be 
found in the Crimea. Apple, pear, peach and 
almond trees are sold at Nikita, at the price of 
from thirty to fifly kopeebs the plant, during 
the first year after grafting ; and in 1815, six 
thousand plants were thus disposed of. At the 
season of our visit, which took place about the 
end of June, the fig trees were covered with un- 
ripe fruit, and the olives and pomegranates were 
still in blossom. This establishment is under the 
care of German directors. 

The iscenery of Alushta, which is one of the 
most celebrated points within the compass of our 
tour, is inferior, I think, to that of the three spots 
which I have mentioned, and somewhat disap- 
points expectation; though the broad valley, 
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stretching inland from the sea to thfe roots oS 
Tchatyr Dagh, possesses, without qaestioo, 
considerable beauty. With what difierent eyes 
has this singularly shaped mooDtain been viewed 
by different eaticHis ; and how plainly have they 
betokened their several habits in the names which 
they have chosen to affix to it! The Greelcs 
called it Table Mountain; the Tatars, Tent 
Mountain ; the Cossacks, Saddle Mountun ; 
but an £ngli;^man at Sevastopol told a friend of 
mine, that be eonaidered it as resembling nothing 
so much as a siHoin (^ beef. 

On that part of the coast which lies between 
Kaffa and Sudac, some ruins have lately been dis- 
covered, at a spot called Koktabell, which are 
believed by some to denote the site of the ancient 
Theodosia. Its distance from the Cimmeriui 
Bosphoms is sud to coincide exactly with Strabo*s 
account, uid an artificiAl as well as a natural 
harbour is still discernible ; the sea now br«ak- ■. 
ing over the mole which formerly protected it, 
and running smoothly through the entrance of 
the haven. A vast number of ruins bespeak it to 
have been a place of large extent; but those 
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which I obserred coDsistod meniy of foundattioiM, 
CDDstnioted of rough stones and cemeat. We 
ascended a mountaia to the ruins of a Qtmo&m 
castle, the pathway on the summit of wbioh is 
siagnlarl; narrow and tremendous. A small 
toDgae of land near tliis port, conmandiDg an 
extensive view of the Euxine, is now occupied 
by a Cosaack guard. 

During the last susmier of my resilience in (he 
Crimea, a circumstance occurred, with the mat- 
tion of which I will omclude these Notes. When 
(be time for my depertiife af^roached, and it 
became generally known that I was going, I was 
AUfprised one niomiag by a visit from a Tatar 
Mnrza with whom I was previously uDaccfuaiuU 
ed. After much oer^ony, he informed me, 
that having heard of my projected return to 
£og)and, and siq^msing diat 1 would notveotwre 
unprotected upon so kflag and perilous a jour- 
aey, he waited upon me for the purpose of r&com- 
iBendiog to me two men, to act as an esoMt or 
guard. One of these was an old Tatar who iras 
with him, and the other was his own brother. 
He ended by refening me to a common friend 
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for further information, aod gave me bis address. 
UpoD ffl^ asking him bow far these men were 
willing to go, if I should require their attend- 
ance? "As far as your own frontiers," said he, 
" or even to England^ if you wish it." I informed 
him of the uncertainty of the time and mode of 
my journey, and that I possibly might return by 
sea from Theodosia ; but I assured him, that if I 
should stand in need of sudi attendants, 1 should 
not forget his reccommendation. 

After this many oUier Tatars came on the same 
errand ; and though the expectation of a hand- 
some remuneration was undoubtedly the motive 
which induced these persiHis to make so extraor- 
dinary an application, from others of their nation 
with whom I had more intercourse, and particu- 
larly from some of our own vil^ere, 1 experi- 
enced at the eve of my departure, and indeed 
during the whole of my stay, so many instances 
of kindness and attachment, that I duJI never 
cease to derive sincere gratification from the re- 
coUection of their disinterested good will. 
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Rublo. 
W. Wheat, ten years back, four rubles to twenty, 

but the ayera^e price 10 

Amoot ditto (eig'ht to forty), average 15 

Rye (two to twelve), average 5 

Barley generally about the same price 

Oats (two to eight), average 4 

In transporting corn to the distance of twenty versts, 1 
have known two rubles paid for a cart which carried four 
and a half or five tchetverts. 

Hay is sold at fraja fifty kopeeks to one rlible and 
twenty kopeeks per pood, in 'scarce winters, at Theo- 
dosia. 

Oxen cost, on an average, one hundred rubles per 
pair. 

Cows, about thirty-five rubles each, and some few sixty 
rubles. 

Horses, from twenty to one hundred and twenty rubles ; 
some few, one hundred and Afty to two hundred rubles; 
the general price about forty rubles. 

Sheep and ewes, ten rubles; lambs, five rubles; rams, 
fifteen rubles \ two year wethers, seven to ten rubles. 
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Itnplenniits ; — & ploug-h, twenty to thirty rubles , a cart, 
twen^ to twenty-five rnbles. 

To bffe a pkrugh ten rubleG a day aie given. Tor which 
three men and six- pair of^xea are fiirnished, who pLouj^h 
aa much as four measures will sow. 

Labourers are hired from'St. Geoi^'s to St. Demetrios's 
day, or vice versa. Wages are about two Inintbred nibivs 
jper annum, and two suits of clothes, Donprifiiag sluibe, 
Ichekmen, two pair of trowsen, twe shirts, and shoes of 
ox-hide ; also an allowance of two or two and a half mea- 
sures of corn per mmth. 

Russian tchetvert = 5i bushels English. 

Ditto pound = 12 ounces do. 

3 lb. Russian = 4 lb. Tatar = 1 ofea. 

36 lb. English = 40 lb. Russian = 1 pood. 
HONEY. 
1 nAde ™ loo tmpeeki. A Irapeeks = I petaek. 

The value of the ruble during my stay may be statod kt 
tnpenoe. 
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[« 105, fBT Chap. I. rM^ Ch«p. X. 
■ 117, /V Chap. IL rmrfCh^p. XI. 
' 130, far Chap. UI. nad Chap. XU. 
' 140, /or Chap. IT. rtad Chap. XIU. 
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